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asterPraise for the author's previous books:

For Growing Up Hard:Memories ofJackson County, Alabama, in the
Early Twentieth Century

“Reading Growing Up Hard is like sitting on the porch sipping a
glass of cold iced tea while listening to afavorite grandparent tell
stories ofwhat it was like to grow up in more difficult times,”
‐T h eAlabama Review

For James O.Haley‐Lawyer,Judge, Teacher, Advocate
“You can’t put the book down until you finish reading it for Dr,

Dykes seizes your undivided attention.” ‐S e n . Howell Heflin
“I enjoyed it more than I can express. I really feel inadequate to

c o m m e n t on this excellent work...” ‐ - G o y . Albert Brewer
“This isathoroughly enjoyable book.”‐Birmingham Bar
“Wonderful book” ‐Alabama Trial Lawyers Association
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NOLONGOMINIINTRODUCTION

The appellation “hero” isbandiedabout pretty freely nowadays,some‑
times making it seem n o t sospecial. Nevertheless, | would like to add
some names to the honor roll of heroes, and I amconvinced that each
one fits into the classic definition.
Over the past few weeks I have had the distinct pleasure of talking

at length to a number of World War II veterans who are residents of
Jackson County, Alabama. They were either born in the county and
lived here mo s t of their lives or were born elsewhere but settled in the
county years ago.
Why do I think they are heroes?To put it assuccinctly aspossible,

they and their fellow soldiers saved our country from beingdefeated in
that war. Otherwise, the Axis powers would have succeeded in their
objective of essentially taking over the world, including the United
States, irrevocablychangingou r country fromdemocracy tosomeother
kind of government, probably some form of fascism. Now, asfar as|
amconcerned,whoever helped save the UnitedStates from such afate
is a hero to me. These veterans, though, will certainly beembarrassed
to think that I amcalling them assuch. They do n o t look on their
accomplishment in that way-almost all of them told me they had a
job to do over there, so they we n t and did it.
The year 2005 marks the 60th anniversary of the end ofthe war in

which they sovaliantly fought. The United States has been to war
several times since then, and some have been controversial, particu‑
larly the one in Vietnam and the cu r r en t Gulf War. In none of the
conflicts since 1945, though, has the United States itselfbeen in im‑
minent danger of attack. In this regard,WW II was different, which
may bethe reason the country was almost completely united over the
necessity of the war, at least after Pearl Harbor. Patriotismwas in the
air, and soldiers lucky enough to survive the war were proudly wel‑
comed back home. Nowadays, though, the war and the sacrifices of
the soldiers have been largely forgotten.

I talked to these veterans for t w o major reasons. First, I wanted to
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Jyps0d21record their memories of the war while it was still possible to do so.As

time goes by, mo re and more of these memories are lost, either to
death or old age, and can never be retrieved. Second, on the 60th
anniversary of the end of the war, I hoped to rekindle some apprecia‑
tion of the importanceof the war itselfaswell asthe contributions of
those who fought in it.
WhenI began this project, Iwas concerned about whether enough

WW II veterans could befound to make it worthwhile. Also, I was
aware that veterans are often reluctant to talk about their war experi‑
ences. Neither problemmaterialized, however. 1wound upwith more
leads than I could possibly follow up on , and almost all of the veterans
I contacted seemed pleased to have the opportunity to talk with me.
Only two informed methat they did n o t w a n t to participate, and I
didn’t include the stories of several others because of time or other
constraints. Overall, though, the WW II veterans whose experiences
are included on the following pages would seem to beonlya fraction
of those who were potentially available in Jackson County.
Thevariety of their experiences is remarkable.About halffought in

Europeand about h a l fin the Pacific,and one was with Merrill’s Ma‑
rauders in Burma.TheseJackson County residents participated in some
of the biggest, bloodiest battles of the war, including Iwo Jima, the
Normandy invasion, Okinawa, the liberation of the Philippines, the
Battle of the Bulge, Burma and others.They we n t for months on end
without abreak, were shot a t , were the targets of bombs and artillery
fire, fought off insects and diseases in the jungles of the Pacific, were
POWS, survived extremely cold winters, and were injured in battle.
Despite the dangers and hardships, they all take pride in havingserved
their country when they were needed the mos t .
I taped our conversations and reworked the transcriptions into a

narrative form except in three instances. Two of the veterans had ex‑
tensive memoirs which they let me use. The third was deceased, and
the family generously allowedmeto use alongnewspaper article about
hiswar experiences.All except the latter hadanopportunity to review
the roughdrafts. In preparing the narratives, | madeaneffort to main‑
tain some sense of how the individuals talked in normal conversation.

Hopefully, someone reading one of the stories will say, “That sounds
just like so-and-so talking.” I was surprised about one aspect of o u r
conversations that is n o t evident from the transcriptions. All but t w o
of them related their stories in an unemotional, almost clinical man ‑
ner, asif they were talking about someone else's experiences.
The men I talked to have quick minds and fairly acu te memories.

However,aficionados of WWII historyshould begentle with them to
some degree. Even the sharpest of memories can becomea little fuzzy
after 60years or more. In every case, though, I have verified the main
thrust of their stories, either by additional reading, over the internet,
or through books related to their experiences that they loaned me.
As some of the veterans indicated, they were n o t told much about

the “big picture” during their time in the war. In the heat of battle,
they were only interested in their well-being and what was going on
right around them.Therefore, m o s t of their stories haveanadded page
or t w o of“bigger picture” information in aneffort onmypart to put
their experiences in some s o r t of context. I have also includedmilitary
and cu r r en t photos when available.
Aswith mos t of us, my knowledge of WW II was sketchy at best,

but I have learned alot during this project. More important, however,
is theappreciation I gained for theaccomplishments of the 12,000,000
American soldiers who fought in the war. I realize that soldiers from
mo s t counties in the United States played essential roles, but I seri‑
ously doubt that any contributedmore to theeffort than those inJack‑
son County,Alabama.

Someacknowledgments are in order. My wife Jane complained less
than I expected about o u r unkempt lawnduring the time I was work‑
ingon this project. Toby and Melanie and wonderful little Katy (the
only perfect grandchild, ever) gave meunquantifiable pleasure and
needed respite. My mother Alma, asusual, thought I would be be‑
yond reproach in this endeavor asin everythingelse. My sister Glenda,
however, knows better and lets mother know. Delbert Shelton, Bernie
Arnold and Herschel Boyd were mos t helpful in providing names of
veterans to talk with. TheJackson County Historical Association and
Lynne Carver of the Paint Rock River Press made the book possible.

vi



Rung
pure

JaqRAYL],
Ned
AY}
W
I

Spuapisay
AJUNOY
vosyoep

“yonOsSUI

Vuedqy3nei
pur
sowoy
dy)
OFUTDUT
PeUTOd|IM
Ajsnores3
OS

OYMSUBID}IA

IEAAA
24p
JULY?
02
dxI]-
Ppnoar
|“yeJOqueyvodun
iow
pur
‘AyeuLyFinally, and mos t important of all, I would like to thank the WW II

veterans who sograciously welcomed meinto their homes and taught PartA.
mesomuch.

dackson County Residents in the PacificTheater

and Burma

“‑



Suruyen
Burm‘uo
Joiy
1911

olen
a

paeoge
0807SEA
opr
orseq

ay)
ang
‘pury
wou
Sururen
sea

]“und
suryseuT
rogues
OEB
pry

oan
oud
srejnonred
yey
uQ“Avan

-kuv
poo8
Anaid

yooys01
Moy

pouresy
pang
orSuypnd
apquo

aya
ANY
pynoar
om

atuowos
pur

suryd
ayy
puryag
aaagys
&sear
193.

-38)
YLT,
“Yesouv
aypio
Aqpoor

Suiog
39818)
vae
pory
Aqpennoe

pure
MOL
Ayjemoe
By)
*S199UN]JOA

Joy
payse
pey
Aoy_p
ywouuns

yess
=eUBsk
paulen
dq02
epLOLy

‘poomATop{
03WAM

|UDY.T,

“Q4dY]I
DIO

SyDLIe
INO
puL‘Kavu
sear
3

uo
padeas
any
IO]&
pau]
ay“YRsoUTe
OY]
JO
Isaz

ay
UO

-uo8
opoF
Moy
pursau/8uo
yesouesredas
01
Moy
pauses]
|“pip|
Aye

-nyuaad
pur
Ay01
paruvar
|asnvdaq
paseajd
sea

7“14
10y3899
opmande

Uv
ayeI
0}
Pey
|YaUNJOA
LUpIp
|4aqpau
IUas
asf
Ady
J,“syUOUT
xIs

Joy
JOOYDs
S!uLYDOLU
YwIATE
0}JUDA

|“DI
AvQY
UO

FOOUPS
soTURYDOUT

yeioureuv
pey
Ary],
‘odvorYy)
01awyuas
Aayadures
100q
yy

“payseadures

a9poyas
ou‘org
Aaeny

edo
peso

oog
‘fog
punod
QT]&
Jog
optev
BupAases
Burysaeur
‘sorusyistes

Apasour
sea

a“syooa
IYBIo
NOK
10y
O81]
UgUFSIseqALU
PIP|

“opesd
yypoau

aya03
passed
isnf
pey
y‘eSoourneyD
urSurasea
yArenuef
poun

aw
ayea
qupip
Aoyp
ang
Avpaxou
aya
pourol
puv
uMop
Ua
|Inq10q

ARH
ead
joployJA0U
pey
I“paquioq
SUA

Joquvyy
peo
uaya
1b61

UIdsINOD
J[O8
ay)UO19M
IA\“QT
LUSLAr
|2UIS
UOISsIULIOd
syUDIEd

Au398
0)
pey
pureAavu
ayi
Joy
parsaiunjoa
|*Z]sear
|USYA
ZHGI

JogArenuef
Arnis
ayyovurwom
J“PZT
‘Goquisd9Q]_UJO
sear

|

W
wnutg

sapeyy

gwnufg
sop)Charles Bynum F)

Charles Bynum

I was born December 5, 1924. I w e n t into the militaryJanuary 8 of
1942 when I was 17. I volunteered for the navy and had to get my
parents’ permission since | wasn’t 18.We were on the golf course in
1941when Pearl Harborwas bombed. I had never heard of Pearl Har‑
bor but I w e n t down and joined the nex t day but they didn’t take me
until January. I was living in Chattanooga. I had just passed to the
twelfth grade.
I did my basic in San Diego for about cight weeks. It was mostly

calisthenics, marching, carrying a rifle. For a110 pound boy, boot
camp was hard.
After boot camp they sent me to Chicago. They had an aircraft

mechanics school on Navy Pier. I w e n t to aircraft mechanic school for
six months.They just sent methere, I didn’t volunteer. I had to take an
aptitude test for it. |was pleased because I wanted to fly and even tu ‑
ally I did. I learned how to repair aircraft engines and how to do gen‑
eral repair on the rest of the aircraft. Welearned a lot. Westayed on
Navy Pier, the whole thing was navy, and o u r barracks were there.

: Then I w e n t to Hollywood,
Florida to be trained asan air‑
craft gunner.They hadasked for
volunteers.Weactually flewand
actually fired at a target being
towed byother aircraft.The ta r ‑
get was asleeve behind the plane
and sometimewewould hit the
cable pulling it , but I learned
how to shoot pretty good any‑
way. On that particularplanewe
hada30 caliber machine gun. I
was training from land, but the
basic ideawas to goaboardacar‑
rier later on . During training
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4 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

there the planewas anASNJ, the army called themAT6s.They were a
t w o man plane, pilot and gunner. The gunner was located right be‑
hind the pilotand rodebackwards. It was anopencockpit and thegun
would swivel. I could t u r n around and look at the pilot’s neck. Our
bulletswould bemarkedwith paint and the paint would come offon
the target if you hit it.We'd fly o u t to sea.
I was there about six months, then I w e n t to PongoField,Virginia,

where westarted training in the actual airplanes wewould fly in the
war, which were torpedo bombers.There were threeof usin that plane,
apilot, radioman, and agunner. I was a tu r r e t gunner. The gun was
built into amoveable tu r re t thatwould t u r n aroundand up and down.
The tur re t was behind the pilot and above the radioman who was
down in the hulk of the plane, and hehad a30 caliber machine gun
pointingdown. My gun protruded from the tu r re t . Wewould fly o u t
to sea and shoot at targets like we did for the other training. This
lasted about four months.
I didn’t knowwhere I was going at that time. I knew that I would

have gone aboard the USSYorktown but the day before they shipped
wehada little boxingmatch and I got knocked down and broke my
left wrist. The boxing was just an intra-squad thing, n o t general. I
couldn't gowith them sothey assigned metowhat they called Hedron
5 in Norfolk waiting for somebody to come by that needed agunner.
I was therewaiting about two months. Duringthis time, I was mostly

standing watch. They always had somebody on watch with rifles.The
USSSanJacinto came byandwanted agunner. It was anoperatingcarrier
and was built by the people in Houstonwith war bonds. Not only that,
they wanted several gunners and radiomen. I was just one of many. Our
squadron was the first one aboard the ship. Wewere number 51 group,
followed by47 and 49, [ was in the 38thfleet.
Wewen t aboard and we n t around Cape Hatteras. It was storming

and everybody got sick, it was really storming. We wen t on through
the Panama Canal to Hawaii and we got more training. We we n t
through Pearl Harbor and there was still alot of damage. This was in
Mayof 1944. I hadhad training for over t w o years.Wewere in Hawaii
for t w o days.

Charles Bynum i)

From there wewe n t to alittle island in the Marshall group called
Majuro.Wew e n t there for abeer party. This was just prior to getting
meinto the war. Afterwards, wegot aboard the ship and w e n t to Wake
Island.We had some idea wewere going there but weweren't sure.
That was getting into the war.
The San Jacinto carried nine torpedo bombers and twenty four

fighter planes which were for escorting the torpedo bombers on their
missions. We didn’t have any dive bombers. Our torpedo bombers
could carry one torpedo, four 500 pound bombs, t w o 1000 pound
bombsor twelve 100poundbombs.We couldalso carry depth charges
but couldn't carry both bombs and depth charges at the same time.
The mission of the torpedo bomberswas to bombJapanese targets.

I flew on 35 of these missions. We usually flew at eight thousand to
nine thousand feet, and sometimes we would get up to twelve thou‑
sand fect. Then wewould glide dive until we got down to about a
thousand feet and then we would drop ou r bombs. We would also
strafe them, too . Our fighter planes kept the Japanese fighter planes
from us. We had some real good ones to protect us. We got a few
bullet holes in o u r tail section, but we never got any big hits while I
was on amission.

Wealso w e n t onanti-submarine missions. If asub was at periscope
depth you could see its shadow in the wa te r but n o t if it was deeper. If
we saw one, wewould drop depth charges on them. Depthcharges are
really abomb. When you drop it so much pressure gets in itand then
it explodes. You can set them for certain depths. The pressure of the
wa t e r is what explodes them. If you wa n t it to go deeper, you set it to
go offdeeper.
Our first bombingmission came afterwegot areport therewere six

Japanese radioships afloatandoperatingandwewe n t o u t and bombed
and strafed those six.They were radio boats but they were disguised as
fishing boats. That was ou r first encoun te r with the enemy. I wasn’t
afraid because weweren't being attacked by any aircraft or anything.
Of course, the boatswere shootingat us.They were sampans.Wesunk
them all.Weprobably we n t about ahundredand fifty miles to where
they were. Wecame back and landed on-the ship.
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6 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

Our nex t mission was Saipan, t w o or three days after the fishing
boats.Wew e n t about 200 miles to get there. Wecarried four or five
bombs that weighed one hundredpoundseach andwere about four to
fivefeet longandabout one anda half feet in diameter, andwewen t in
and bombed with them. What wewere doing was softening Saipan
up for the invasion.Weencountereda lot ofJapanese fire there. If you
could havewalked down to the ground on the shells, you could have
done it, that’s howmuch there was.
Wewere busy bombing.Wedid make four trips in one day to dif‑

ferent places. After Saipan, webombed Guam, Tinian, and Peleliu.
Wewere softening these up for an invasion.The battleships were also
firing on these islands from adistance. We also bombed Leyte in the
Philippines.The battlewas goingon there.Wewould bomb ahead of
the troops. The marines would go in first, and after it was partially
taken, the army would come in.
Peleliu is where my pilot and radioman were killed, shot down. I

didn’t happen to go on that mission. We had already made t w o trips
over there that day. Wewere just starting to goback again and there
was achief ordinance ma n that needed to get some flight time. If you
flewasmuchasfour hours amonth, you got time and ahalf for it. He
come up to meand said hewanted to fly over there today. I said the
first time it was awful but kind of slacked up the second time. He
didn’t say can I take your flight,hesaid Iamtakingyour flight.Hewas
with them when they got shot down. I had been with this pilot and
radioman since the beginning, wewere with the same crew all the
time. I found o u t they got shot down when one of the planes radioed
back to the ship and said they had lost t w o or three planes. I kept
looking for them to come back but they didn’t. I cried like ababy. I
don’t know what hit the plane. The Japanese were firing something
like 40 mmand five inch shells. You could actually see the five inch
shells come at you. The shells sometime burst before they hit some‑
thing, if they got sohigh they would burst or if they hit something
they would burst.This may have beenwhat happened to them.
It was about aweek before I flewafter that.They got areplacement

pilot andI started flyingwith him. His namewas Milt Moore and he
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was aclose friendwith George Bush. I probablymadeabout 20flights
with my first pilot and about 15with the second.
I knewGeorgewell. He was apilot in the same squadron I was in.

Wewould all be briefed in the ready room. Wewould go in there
when wewere being attacked.That was where general quarters were.
Wewould play board games, and George would be there. Everybody
knew his family was rich but hedidn’t a c t like it, hewas real nice and
agood pilot.
I was flying in the plane nex t to him when hegot shot down. I

reported to my pilot, “Chutes.” I saw one chute come o u t and blos‑
s o m , Then I saw another come o u t , it streamed but it didn’t open up.
Theother chute I did n o t see, soone never got o u t ofthe plane.George's
opened butwedidn't knowwhose it was until wegot back to the ship.
A sub had radioed the ship and told them who it was.

Our aircraft was often under attack. The Japanese planes would
come in right down through the middlebetweenships after they made
their bomb runs. The ships were shooting toward each other, and I
guess some of the bullets hit ou r o w n ships. I hadabigold helmet that
I painted yellow. During that “turkey shoot” I w e n t up on the flight
deck to seewhat was goingon and shells were goingeverywhere. I was
watching agunner load 40 mmshells, and I saw him reach back and
scratch hisshoulder. Hehad been hit but didn’t know it.Those planes
were real close. Weabsolutely encountered kamikaze pilots. Once we
had t w o that came in and hit on both sides of us in the water. Parts of
aplane and pilot blew back up on our ship and we had aman, this is
gruesome, hegrabbed an arm andsaid, “Look what I got.” Usually the
fighters got the kamikaze pilots before they got near our ships. Our
ship came o u t real good. It stayed o u t there till the war was over, never
docked and never anchored anywhere. It was refucled from tankers.
Our squadronwas n o t part ofthe ship.Wehadnoduties on it, and

we didn't have battle stations, but we got along well with the sailors.
Weslept in little bunks that were three together that you could barely
get in.The officers had rooms that had t w o or three in a room.
Oncewehit the wa te r afterwetook off from the carrier. Weusually

madecatapult take offs.At this particular time theywanted ustomake
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8 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

afly away take off. Flyaway iswhen you are back here andyou rev up
asfast as it will go with the brakes on , then you let off the brakes and
take off. Catapult isyour induced take off.Well, wewen t right off the
front o f the boat and we hit the wate r. We just didn’t have enough
power to get off, but the pilot hadenough sense to veer to the right.

A t that time in my tu r re t was an escape hatch.You pull a lever and
the whole side would fall off. I got o u t first. The plane was floating
andwould float until it filled upwith water.The radioman’sbelt broke
and he was knocked unconscious and was floating in the water that
had gotten into the plane.The pilot was outside trying to get the life
raft andI tried to help himget it o u t andwedidn’t see anythingoft he
radioman so I looked in where I had just come o u t of and he was
floatingin the wa te r there. His headwas down. I reached in andpulled
himo u t , I was pretty strong at that time. We pulled him into the raft.
The plane had been loadedwith depth chargers andweactually heard
the depth chargers explode. They were deep enough so they didn't
makea biggusher. Adestroyer, the USSHealy,came by and picked us
upandwestayedon it four days. I injured the right index finger, it c u t
aligament.
This kind of thing didn’t happen too often, but I think every pilot

had a torpedo bomber to their credit. They would come in to land.
The signal officer would wave them off. They would have c u t their
engines and just couldn't get back.
I spent from May to November on the ship. I didn’t use my me ‑

chanics trainingany atall.Wehad nobreaks but all the ships were like
that. Wewe n t to Guam and were waiting for ou r group 45 to relieve
usbut no one had heard anything from them. Sowewere told we
would have to goback aboard because 45 couldn't befound.Wewere
getting ready to board and45 radioedandsaid they were on their way.
Then weleft Guam ona little carrier called the Bougainville and we
came homeon it. It was acarrier but it just carried troops and planes.
Man, yeah, I was glad to get back to the states.

I was regular navy, n o t the reserves, because I hadjoined up for four
years, so| couldn't get o u t of the service. The war was still going on .
When I came backwehadone or t w o choices of what wewanted to do
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so I chose patrol bombers.They sent me to San Francisco.
Wehad acrew of thirteen people. I was the plane captain on this

patrol plane,PBMwas the nameofi t .This was when theUN was first
forming there, and all the dignitaries would come in by ship from
overseas. We would fly o u t of Alameda and go o u t and escort these
ships. Wewould fly o u t about 300 miles and wewould circle around
these shipsescorting them in to the country.Wewere afraid subswould
try to sink some of those ships. The war was just ending. My job on
the plane was to see that the men got fed. Wewould ea t on the plane.
Wetook thirteen steaks every time wewe n t up.Wecooked about six
of them and I took the rest over to mygirl friend’s houseand ate them
over there.
I came o u t in 1945. I hadenough points to have gotten o u t if IThad

beena reservist. I got the Asiatic-Pacific Medal, the Presidential Unit
Citationwith OneStar twice, the SoutheastAsia Medal, theAmerican
Theater of War Medal, and the ship i tsel fgot some. | got Wings for
flying in three major battles, mostly around the Philippines.
I got married while I was in the navy. After I got back I learned to

beanelectrician at Alcoa. |moved to Scottsboro in 1967 to work at
Revere asan electrician and retired in 1986. I am now married to
JosephineGoff. I have threechildren bymy first marriage,she has t w o
and we have one.
We have a reunion every year, and I go. Bushgoes to some. He has

given me four pens, t w o sets of cufflinks, three gold balls with seals,
and mywife abroochwitha seal.

Charlie Bynum was in the same squadron and oftenflew in the plane
alongside theplanepilotedbyfuturepresident George H. Bush, and the
materialbelow is takenfrom a book written about Bushs war experiences
(Stinnett RB. George Bush: His World War II Years, 1st ed. Missoula,
Montana:PictorialHistoriesPublishingCompany; 1991).Mr. Bynum is
referencedten times in the book andispicturedseveral times.
In mid-Marchof 1944the battleplansfor their squadron were drawn

up by theJoint Chiefs of Staffin Washington. The strategy calledfor a
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direct assault by AlliedForces on Japan’ inner defenses which were pro‑
tectedbyan 1800mileislandbarrier, which includedtheBonin,Mariana
andPalaugroups. Capture of key islands in thegroupswouldopen up the
PhilippineSeaandpermitdirectpenetrationoftheJapanesehome islands
by the UnitedStates.

The 51st Squadron, to which they were assigned, was based on the
aircraft carrier SanJacinto andflew the TBMAvenger bomber, the big‑
gestandbestsingle-engine bomber in theNavy’carrier-basedair arsenal.
Carrier landingprocedures calledfor a counterclockwise circle beginning
parallelto thestarboardsideof the carrier's 70x 300foot landingdeck.A
landingsignal officerguided thepilot thefinal500feet before landing,
andthepilot could no t see theflight deck during this criticalphase, soa
split secondmiscalculation couldresult in a disaster.
In early April of 1944 the SanJacinto arrived in the Pacificcombat

zone. On May 8, the SanJacinto joined the greatestfleet the worldhad
ever knownatMajuroAtollin theMarshallIslands. Thefleetwas known
asTask Force-58 (TF-58). Thestrategy calledforfeints over a vast area of
the Pacificto dilute the militarystrength of theJapanese.
AsMr. Bynum recalled, hisfirstmission was to sink sixJapanese radio

boats, which they did. This wasfollowedbynumerous bombingraidsover
Saipan, Guam, Tinian, Peleliuandin the Leyte Gulfarea of the Philip‑
pines.

Stinnett describes in some detail the “Marianas Turkey Shoot” men‑
tioned by Mr. Bynum. On the morning of June 19, over 400Japanese
carrierplanesswarmedin on Task Force58. Thefighterplaneson theSan
Jacinto andother carriers were ordered to climb to 24,000feetandform
anumbrella over thefleet. Bysundown thatday, over395Japaneseplanes
hadbeenshotdown in the largestair battleof thePacificWar. Duringthis
battle, Bushwasforcedtomakeacontrolledwater l a n d i n gand waspicked
up byanothership. Fromhis vantagepointonthis ship, hesawa bomber
veer offthestarboardsideoftheSanJacinto andcrash into thePhilippine
Sea. He didn't know it at the time, but it was theplane that Charlie
Bynum was on when it went into the water. In the book, there are two
pages ofpictures depicting the crash of Mr. Bynum and his two fellow
crewmen, notingthat the series ofphotographs illustrates the technique of

Charles Bynum Il

escapingfrom this type of mishap.
Bush was shot down September

2 during a raidon ChichiJima,
an island in the Bonin Group.
Bynum was in the wingplane,fly‑
ing next to Bush. The book indi‑
cates that Bynumhada clear view
ofthe incidentandcouldseeBush's
frantic maneuvering as he a t ‑
tempted to level the crippled
bomber. Stinnett quotes Bynumas
follows: “Tknewhewas hitbecause
he leveledoff. He came ou t of his
dive, leveledhisplanemomentarily,

then theplanestartedgoingdown. About this time hebailedout. Bytry‑
ingto keep hisplane levelhewas giving his crew an opportunity to bail
out. The bombers wereat divespeeds of 300milesperhour, andBushhad
togain levelflight topermitsuccessfulexitfrom theplane. Itskindof hard
to bailout ofanairplane while in a300 mileper hourdive.”
Mr. Bynum is also quotedashedescribedthe efforts to save Bushfrom

theJapanese small craft heading toward him: “T saw those small boats
headinghis way andthought, oh hes agoner. Butat that instantMoore,
who was mypilot, andMelvin in theadjoiningplane took the initiative.
Our t w oplanes went downandstrafedthe boats anddrove them off.”
Mr.Bynumcherishes themementoesgiven to himandhiswife byformer

PresidentBush, andit wouldseem that hecertainly earnedthem.
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2 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

CHARLES HELTON

I was born in Bridgeport, Ala‑
bama, and am one of nine chil‑
dren. My father had three chil‑
dren by aprevious marriageand
therewere six of usbornaftermy
mother and father married. Five
of us boys served in World War
Two.

I w e n t into the military on
March2, 1943,one day after my
twentieth birthday. I got upearly
in the morning, Mom cooked
my breakfast, and afterwards I
told them goodbye and left for the war. There were seven of us from
our t o w n who left the same day. We wen t to Fort McClellan, Ala‑
bama, and were sworn into the U. S.Army.

Fromthere, wewe n t to FortMcPherson,Georgia,wherewestayed
a few days, then shipped o u t on a train. Most of the seven were split
up, some going one way and the others another. Glen Allen was the
only one leftwith mewhenwe reached IndianTown Gap near Harris‑
burg, Pennsylvania, on March 16. Glenn was killed later in New
Guinea. There were about 14 inches of snow on the ground at Indian
Town Gap and it was really cold. We had cold weather back home in
Alabama, but nothing like that.

The army organized anew group called the 495th Port Battalion.
It consisted of four companies A, B, C, and D. I was in CompanyC.
Each company was made up of four platoons, and each platoon had
four sections. A tech sergeant was over each platoon anda staff ser‑
geant was over each section. The purpose of the battalion was to un ‑
load and load ships.

In basic training, wewere gettingorganized, getting ready to fight
the enemy. Duringthis time, I m e t alot of people.There were Yankees
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and Rebels but we learned from each other and became asone family
becauseweknew thatwewould eventually strive to help each other on
the battlefields.We also took time o u t to have fun. Wewere just a
bunch of young fellows, and I suppose wedidn’t realizewhat wewere
getting into,

The army had issued usgreen fatigues. One of the boys fromNew
York said he looked down the company street one day and saw this
group of men comingand hethought they were convicts fromaprison
somewhere,When I receivedmy clothing, they were really running us
through the line.We were told that if they didn’t fit to exchange them
later, and it was later. I was six feet tall, had a32 inchwaist, and wore
size 9 shoes. They gave me size 11 shoes, 34 size pants and size 17
shirt. Boy, was I something. We had to hike 20 to 30 miles and the
blisters on my feet were rough. I finally got my shoes exchanged and
my feet felt better.

We were in a new company starting o u t so the company c om ‑
mander was interviewing usto see just what wecould do. When he
came to me, hesaw on my record that I had experience in cooking so
heputmein the kitchenand toldmeto star t cooking rightaway. I was
glad to hear that because the guy cooking had tried to cook for 300
m e n and had given us cold asparagus, burned black toast, and some‑
thinghecalled coffee.The ne x tmorningwas the samewithwhat seemed
to bestained water.

I w e n t down to the kitchen and looked around. I had never seen
such a large stove in my life. It was about 10feet longand 3 feet wide,
and we could grill 40 or 50 steaks at a time. The oven and the other
equipment such asmixers, coffee makers, etc., were the largest this
little country boy had ever seen. We always had 5 men on KP. Two
would clean up the dishes and the mess hall and the other three would
have to s ta r t peeling potatoes and have them ready for cooking by
10:00AM. I made my first cake using the bigmixer. I started with 5
pounds of butter, 40 eggs, 5 quarts of sugar, 10 or 12 tablespoons of
vanilla, 5quarts of milk, 6 quarts of flour, 12 to 14 tablespoons of
baking powder and 3 hands full ofsalt. I mixed it in just afew min‑
utes, and it made enough for 300 men. It tasted pretty good.
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4 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

When ou r officerscame into the kitchen,wehad to call everybody
to attention. There was one officer, though, who didn’t w a n t us to
salute him because he was adoctor and loved us so much that he felt
likeanenlistedman . Hewould come down to the kitcheneverymorn ‑
inganddrink coffee.Wehadoneguy, Bill Brock,who was off the goat
farm in Ringgold, Georgia. One morning hedecided to have some
fun, and hetold the kitchen crew to get ready to jump up from what
theywere doingwhen the doctor came in and that hewould call a t t en ‑
tion. Sohere comes the doctor, bursting into the kitchen ashealways
did. Brockshouted real loudandall of usjumped to our feet. I thought
the doctor was going to have aheart attack. He w e n t over to Brock
and said, “You s*n of b**ch, don’t you ever do that again.” We all
laughed. Brock got killed later in NewGuinea.

My mess sergeant was a huge Russianwho couldn't speak English
t o o good. He always called meChardie. One Friday he came up me
and said, “Chardie, I amtaking you to Pottsville this weekend.” The
first thinghedidwhenwegot there was to eat and then buyabottleof
White Horsewhiskey,which hetold meto put in myovercoat pocket.
He instructed men o t to let him have it until wegot back to camp
because hewould need it to sober up on. He could “thrank,” ashe
called it, more than any person I have ever seen. Midnight came and
weslept on the floor of the YMCA.

He woke up early and called me , saying, “Chardie, wake up, we
are going to church.” I told him I wasn’t familiar with the churches in
t own . Hedidn't knowthedifferencebetweenaprotestantandaCatholic
church. Since he was my sergeant, I had to follow his orders, so we
started o u t to find a Baptist church. I told himwe couldn't take the
whiskey into the church, but he won again. They had communion,
andhewanted to knowwhat they were doing. I had to explain to him
that it represented the Lord’s body.They passed the wine, and that is
whenI caught it. I told him it was for the blood Christ shed on the
cross. He said, “Open up that White Horse and give them a thrank
from ou r bottle.” I ran o u t of words to say, soI told him the service
was over and ran o u t . Hew e n t o u t yelling that it was n o t over and that
hewanted to give them a“thrank”.The usher knew that I had aprob‑

Charles Helton it)

lem and told mehewas glad we came. Somuch for that weekend.
Wehad learned to cook on the big stoves and also on field ranges

because that was the only way to cook when we got o u t on the battle‑
fields.When wefinishedwith basic training and headed o u t to Cali‑
fornia, wecooked ou r meals on the train. Wewould stop atdifferent
cities to get milk, vegetables and other supplies that we needed.

Wewen t toWilmington, California, and stayed there a few weeks.
Some ofthe company had to go o u t to the desert for a couple of weeks,
and I had to goandcook for them. It was hot in the day time and coldat
night.Wehad agood time inWilmington.Wegot passes to LongBeach
and Riverside.

We left for overseas on September 25, 1943.We w e n t over on the
West Point. Gosh! It was a big ship. There were 13,000 aboard, n o t
counting the ship's personnel.Wewere alreadygettingataste ofwar in
that there was n o t much on the ship for us to eat .

Wearrived in Sidney,Australia, on October 10, 1943. It was cold
at night.Wehad to sleep on canvas bunks at night, and the cold air
would come up through that canvas and almost freeze you. They is‑
sued ussome wool blankets after acouple of days and that was much
better. The milk o u t there was delicious. Hugh T. Richey, a fellow
from Fyffe,Alabama, would volunteer to beonKPjust sohecould get
some milk from me.Wegot fed alot of lamb.Whenwecooked it,you
could smell it all over the camp. It gave mo s t of usthe Gls, sowehad
to stay in the john mos t of the time. We got a pass every night and
w e n t into t o w n , where the streets were made of brick.The main dish
in the restaurants was steak and eggs. When we we n t into one, the
waitress would say, “Steak and eggs, Yank?”

On Nov. 14, 1943, we left Sydney on the ship USS John Astor.
Wegot to Milne Bay, NewGuinea, on November 23, the day before
Thanksgiving. Wehad to hurry to set up the kitchen. Air raids were
comingone after the other, but ou r planes took care of most of them.
Longafter the war I m e t aguy at the VFW and he told mehewas a
pilot. He w e n t on to say where hewas on acertain day, and wefound
o u t that hefought the planesoff that were attackingus. Boy, I thanked
him over and over. His name isJim Gentle ofScottsboro.
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l6 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

President Roosevelt hadannounced that hewanted all the service‑
men in Europe and the Pacific to have turkey for Thanksgiving, and
wedid.We just did get themealoverwith andhere came the Japanese.
The bombs missed us, but that didn’t keep us from being scared to
death.What ascary feeling it is to have those planes fly over you. You
are lying there, face down in amuddy foxhole, and it sounds like the
plane is in that foxhole with you.

The mosquitoes were really bad at Milne Bay. We had to take 5
Atabrine tablets at once to keep down malaria. One of the officers
would stand bywhile weswallowed them. They were asubstitute for
quinine, and they were bitter and yellow. Our bodies got yellow from
taking those yellow tablets.

Westayed atMilne Bay until wefinished loadingand unloading
the ships that were in the harbor.We left there on December 16and
sailed to Ora Bay, New Guinea, on the USS Dodge. Our ship ran
aground on the CollingwoodReef.Now that was more hell.Therewe
were, o u t in the middle of the ocean, near the equator, stuck ona reef.
Whata target for the Japanese wewere. Our escort, the destroyer USS
Smith, pulledup besideour ship, andweloaded it in ahurry.That was
one more fast sail when weleft.

Wegot to Cape Sudest, Ora Bay, New Guinea, on December 17.
It got worse every time we got closer to the Japanese army. Not much
sleep, many bombs and bullets to keep you awake. Right about then,
webegan to realize that wewere ina hell, called awar. Wew e n t o u t in
the bay to unloadand unload the ships while theJapanese were flying
over us. Picture yourse l fout onthis bigship and the planes over you,
dropping their bombs. Somehow wesurvived, but some of the guys
didn’t make it. Our USplanes did do their job, but some of the Japa‑
nese planes did get away andwould come back soon.

We headed o u t for Cape Gloucester, New Britain, on January 30,
1944.Wewere on LST#475.What atime, those LSTsare righton top of
the water, andwe called them tin cans.Thewater was really rough,andall
of the troops got sea sick. I hadto cook breakfast the nex t morningon the
ship. I cooked hot cakes but very few of them were eaten. By the way, we
sailed on 18 ships during the war and I got seasick 18 times.

Charles Helton i?

We landed at Cape Gloucester on February 1, the day the US
invaded it.The navy hadshelled the beachand ran some of the enemy
back into the hills.There were dead men all around. Some had been
dead for atime, and you couldn't hardly get your breath.The smell of
dead humanbodies is terrible.

We got there in the rainy season, and we didn’t get ou r tents for
some time. We had to sleep in o u r hammocks, and it was really rain‑
ing.The first night I hadmine readyand I was in it, talking tomytwo
buddies, Newman“BigEddie” Kirkland fromGrantand HughRichey
from Fyffe.The hammock had amosquito net built into it with vinyl
under the bedding part and the n e t over i t .All at once I felt w a t e r and
I was in apool.There wasn’t much I could do about it, so I just lay in
the wa te r and didn’t get much sleep.

Our camp was located on the beach, the ocean on one side and a
highmountain just on the other side.The mountain had avolcano at
the top whichwas smokingand lookedlike it could explode anyminute.
Wewere trapped there.TheJapanese would come over the mountain,
and our radar couldn't pick them up because they would beon usso
quick.Wecouldn't even light amatchat night because that would give
our position away.

One morning, I had just started the gas burner under a35gallon
GI can to boil w a t e r for coffee. Here came this Japanese plane right
over us. Three or four of the cooks and KPs started running to our
foxholes, which were 50 to 60 feet away. It was too late. The bombs
had already been dropped.All of usjumped in o n e fox hole,on top of
each other. A couple of ussuffered some bruises, and one of the boys
got apurpleheart for it. He received fivepoints for it.Wekidded him
for it, butwhen the war was over hehadmo r e points than wedid and
hestarted home beforewedid.

Afterwards, we we n t around the camp. Six marines had been in
one ten t . The bomb landed in the cen te r of i t , and all we found of
them were part of a legon the beach and maybe a foot but n o t much
more. What ahorrible sight! | don’t know how many were killed be‑
cause theywouldn't tell us. All of uswere ready to crack upbecausewe
were hungry, ringingw e t and scared to death. Some of the boys were
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wondering how to kill themselves, and one boy shot himself in the
foot to get asection 8, which is playingcrazy.

We were attached to the 5th Marine Division, but you might say
wewere a por t company all alone.The Sth issued rations just to their
own outfit, sowe had to steal mos t of our food from our own country.
What wehadwas corn beefhash made into patties for breakfast, hash
m e a t loaf for lunch, andcold cu t s and co r n beef hash for supper.That
was c o r n beefhash three times aday. | had enough of this starving. I
told the boys that if they would bring in the food they unloaded off
the ships, |would cook it. They got busy and brought in fresh mea t
and things. I started cooking and baking and westarted eating. One
day one oft h e boys, Charley Franks from around Birmingham, came
in with abunch of dressed frozen turkeys. The poor little fellow had
put those frozen turkeys nex t to his barestomach, jumpedoff the ship,
andswam ashorewith them until hehadenough for us to haveameal.
Charley died in 1999.What awonderful friend hewas.

I cooked the turkeys and the boys really enjoyed them. They had
already brought in some canned fruit, such as peaches, pears, pine‑
apple and others. I made three pans of peach cobbler. Each can was
about 18x 24 inches sowehad enough. Wewere issued some fresh
eggs, orsowethought. SoI got the grills ready and brokeabout 1-1/2
cases. Every one of them was ro t t en . Big John said, “Chardy, don’t
break any more, throw them away.” I was really glad to hear that be‑
cause at 3 o'clock in the morning I was runningoutside, trying to get
my stomach settled.

Bombs, bombs, bombs.Wehad 46 alerts in 16days. Four of ou r
boys were wounded. Jackman was the wo r s t with a head injury. The
famous hill #660 was just up the beach and it was rough.

About this time, the mailman brought some mail for usafter along
time. My sister Ruby,who was good to write to me, brought meup-to‑
date on my brothers. Woodrow was in the 8th Armored Division and
J. C. was in the 11th InfantryDivision, under General Patton.John was
in the navy in theSouth Pacific.Somymotherand father had four sons in
combat and the baby boy, Howard,was in the states ready to go overseas.
Ruby told methatJ.C. andWoodrow were having it rough.
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We left New Britain on April 8, 1944, on the British cargo ship
Annui and arrivedat Finschhafen,NewGuinea, onApril 10.Theheat
was really hard to take. It was rough because the Japanese gave us a
hard fight.GlennAllen, one oft h e fellows from Bridgeport,was killed
there. ‘ha t was asad day, hewas just like abrother.Westayed there
untilApril 30whenweleft on the LST#41. On the way, wereally did
get the bombs and shells from the Japanese planes, but our Air Force
managed to fight them off each time. We got to Hollandia, Dutch
NewGuinea, onMay 1.This was more hell, fightingoff the Japanese
and trying to unload ships. We left there on June 3 aboard the LST
#469.

On June Ist, we landed at Biak Island, Ewick Bay. It was rough
there and got worse by the hour.Wewere glad to get o u t of that place.
Our nex t stop was Aitape, NewGuinea. On the way, one of the ships
in ou r convoy got hit.The ship was real close to shore and the boys on
it swam ashore. We arrived at Atiape on June 7. You could see dead
soldiers under the wate r, and it was n o t a pleasant sight to see. Our
tents had been lost and it took awhile before wegot new ones. We
needed them because it was rainingand hot. For a time wej us t had K‑
rations and C-rations. The K rations had a can of bacon, a real rich
candy bar, apack of coffee, and some dog biscuits, also knownashard
bread. C-rations had a can of peaches, m e a t and a vegetable. Malaria
had really begun to work on us.Wehad to increase theAtabrine, and
some of the boys were having to goto the hospital. They told usthat
wemight n o t get the malaria until wewen t back home in colder cli‑
mates. I got i t bad, but i t didn’t show up until 1 was on the train
coming home.

We had it rough there asusual. There was a huge ammunition
dump right across the road from our camp. Onemorningit was sohot
that the ammunition started blowing up, it was asbad asthe enemy.
Bullets started passing usand gasoline drums started blowing up. All
of usran asfast aswecould up the beach. Bullets would hit the trees
wewere hidingbehind.That w e n t onalong time.Whenwegot back
to camp our tents looked like a large woodpecker had been there.

A few days later, some of the ammo started going off again. We
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were ready to star t running.William Brock, the one from Ringgold,
Georgia, was going up the beach.There was abigblast and the mo r t a r
flew over and hit Brock. It laid his head open and it looked just like a
coconu t . Poor fellow, i t was just likeseeingmy ow n brother lyingthere
in the sand.We buried him the nex t day in a cemetery down the road
from ou r camp. We wrapped him in a blanket and threw sand over
him.While wewere there, Imentionedhow bad it was, and anat ten ‑
dant told meI hadn’t seen anything yet. He took mein a ten t and |
saw nothingbut bloody legs, arms andmaybe other parts ofbodies all
ina pile.Therewas no identificationwhatsoever, they just buried them.

In July, I received a letter from agirl back home I used to work
with. She w r o t e , “Well, I never was one to give much sympathy, but
I’msorry.” That was all she said, and I had to goon wondering what
had happened. Three weeks later my sister Ruby told me ou r dear
brother was killed in action. | didn’t read any more for a few minutes,
but something just told meit wasJ.C. WhenI started readingagain,
it was him and he had been killed in France. That was hard to take.
The boys in my ten t were sorry but didn’t say much. I w e n t o u t on the
beachandwhen those bigwaves came in I felt likemy heartwould go
o u t with them, but I had togoon living.

Things didn’t get any better here. Bombs were still dropping all
around. The rain would come, then the sun would come and was it
ever hot. Mosquitoes were bad, and more guys were coming up with
malaria every day.Wedidn’t think wewould ever see homeagain.We
had been there longenough.

Late December we left on the ship LaSalle headed for Luzon and
the invasionof the Philippines.Our troops had just taken Leyte.There
were thousands of ships of all kind in our convoy. The Japanese were
bombingour ships and some suicide bomberswere diving on us, t oo .
One was coming toward ou r ship but o u r gunners hit him just before
he hit us. They hit his left wing causing him to hit the water to ou r
right. It was getting worse every minute.Werewescared? Yes!!!

On January 9, 1945, we landed on western Luzon at Lingayen
Gulf.Gen.MacArthurwas with this invasion force, and I haveacouple
of pictures of MacArthur with mein the background.Wehad every‑
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thing we needed for days in ou r backpacks. They were heavy, and to
get off the ship wehad toclimb down an e t ropeon toalandingcraft.
That boat was going up and down fast from the bigwaves, andwe had
to drop off the n e t into the boat asbest wecould.

Wehit the beach at9o'clockAM onJanuary 9, and it was rough.
TheJapanesewere bombinganddivingdown toward usshootingbul‑
lets while wewere still on the beach.There was one bigplane strafing
us, the bullets were all around me. I was standing there, frozen. Big
John yelled atmein aloud voice, “Chardy! Get down.” I came to my
senses and fell to the sand in a hurry.We wen t on inland about three
or four hundred yards and started preparing lunch, watching the sky
all the time.Wegot our lunch ready butdidn’t get to eat muchof it for
the bombs were really comingdown.Westarted diggingou r foxholes.
Night came and the moon was shining bright, but here came the en ‑
emy.They dropped their bombs and left, but weknew they would be
back the nex t day. Westarted digging those foxholes deeper, because
when you hear those planes right over you, it seems like they are in the
holewith you.

Our first sergeant was bald, n o t a hair on his head, and every time
the planes left you could see his shining head goup and down ashe
would dig his foxhole deeper and deeper. Wedidn’t get o u r tents for
quite awhile, and we had to put ou r bunk beds in rice patties. That
was something. It rained constantly and the wa t e r stayed in the pat‑
ties. I still don’t know howwesurvived,wringingw e t all the time even
when wewere in bed because weused ou r ponchos for shelter. One
boy took apicture of mestandingby the bunk in water. I sent it home
and it like to have killedmyfolks. Wefinally got ou r tents and amess
hall, which we used for recreation and playing cards.

One day wehad just finishedou r eveningmeal and were watching
amoviewhen herecame aJapanese plane. It dropped its bombsaround
us, and then more planes came. We ran down the beach aways and
came back aroundmidnightafter it was clear. Someofus got scratches
and bruises, but wewere lucky because that first bomb hit real close. I
don't know how close the others were because when you are scared to
death you lose track.
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By now, we were close to San Fernando, It was abigplace but had
been destroyed by bombs. Mostly just walls were left of the buildings
but the natives still lived in these gutted buildings. From our camp
near here, you could see this large mountain. One morning those big
mor ta rs started flying over us, coming from the mountain, but they
landedjust on the edge of the ocean. Boy!!!, that was aloudwhooping
noise.They missed us, or I wouldn’t behere today.

Westayed there about seven months. It settled down t w o or three
months before the war ended in August.When it did end, what some
happy men wewere. Wewould get to gohome soon.

We wen t to Manila on September 7 and stayed there just long
enough to get ready for Japan. When we got near to Japan, the Japa‑
nese sent apilot ship to take us in Tokyo Bay,which was full of mines.
I'mglad the war ended beforewehad to try to go in there on our own.
We arrived in Yokohama on 15 September. We got to see Tokyo and
some more of the country before we left. We would get on o n e of
those fast trains and ride until we got tired and then come back to
camp.

I came home in November of 1945.We landed in Tacoma, then
went to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, and on to Birmingham.I left Bir‑
mingham about 9 o'clock at night on the train and had one of the
hardest chills I ever had. I thought I was dying. I had malaria and it
didn’t hit until I got to acolder climate. I continued to have chills for
along time but finally got over it.

I married Kathleen Beavers on September 16, 1946. I worked at
Dupont in Chattanooga and w e n t with TVA in 1952. I worked with
them asamachinist for thirty tears and retired in 1982.Wemoved to
Scottsboro in 1987.Wedon’t have any children.

The above narrative byMr. Helton is takenfromhis written memories of
World War I l . He gives a vivid description of what it was like to bea
soldier in themidstofbattle.Mr.Heltonalsoallowedmetoborrowabook
written bySyKahn, a comrade in his outfit. The book is actually his
extensive diary entries during the war. Such diaries were no t allowedby

Charles Helton 25

the authorities but Mr. Kahn kept one anyway. The book is titled “Be‑
tween lediumandTerror:ASoldiers WorldWar Tivo Diary, 1943-1945”
and was published by the University of Illinois Press in 1993. It is an
extensiveaccount of his experiencesandwouldreflectthose of Mr. Helton
aswell. Mr. Kahnwasaprofessor emeritus at the Universityof thePacific
when the book waspublished. Thefollowinginformationistakenfromhis
book.

The mainfunction ofaport company was tomovesupplies offships to
thefrontlines. Their members hadundergonebasic infantry trainingand
were, on occasion, usedas infantry troops. Port companies were usually
whereports were except in the South Pacific.After Australia, the 495th
didn o t haveasingledeep-waterpier. Instead,ships wereanchoredoffshore
andtheir cargoes wereoff-loadedintoamphibious vebicles orsmallerboats.
The work was back-breaking, especially in the hotdeep holes. (Note:Mr.
Helton hadcookingduty in addition to the unloadingof supplies.)

These anchored ships were prime targets, and they were frequently
bombedandoccasionallystrafedandeven torpedoedseveraltimes. During
their time in the Pacific, the 495th endured between 300 and400 air
attacks. Since they camped on shorelines, they were frequent targets for
attacks there aswell, Since they did no t have weapons tofire on hostile
aircraft, they hadto r u n or take cover.

However, the enemy did no t cause the greatest number of casualties.
Instead, the culprit was theharshconditionsofthejungle, where the495th
spent most of its time. Temperatures were highandrain wasfrequent and
often heavy. Skins were infectedwith “jungle rot” which in the worst cases
ateaway theskin down to the bone. Insectsstung incessantly andmalaria
andotherfevers were endemic. There werefewdiversionsandlittlechance
of afurlough. Even if one got afurlough, there was noplace togo. Only
severewoundsorseriousmentaldisordersqualifiedfora tickethome. Some
men didrunamok, attackingothers or harmingthemselves. By the endof
the war, about 50% of the troops hadgone because of accidents, break‑
downs, diseases, wounds or death. Nevertheless, the 495th didits work well
andwas oftenat thecuttingedgeofgeneraladvancesand, unbeknownstto the
membersoftheoutfit,hadbeenselectedtoparticipatein theanticipatedinva‑
sion ofJapan in Novemberof 1945.



“vauiny
may
fosopdunt
ayuy

aaogy
saungd
soloy
3urods

‘sipSipqouves
Aqpayvasss
stAYS
41

ano]
dof
apput
jou
suoou
aya
puy

BUuurys
sana
$1UNS
aq]
2494,

‘aavp01dn
pasaprsiios
aay

[dytratuos
qwas
spavs
spuuasiaqy

“ayy
sMvanpy
stIPUL
affaot

vous)
mapy
fosapdunt
agy
uy

ydoal
aq1
opuation
ayn
puy

MOLVZNIAII
OU

SALIUI
AIHA

‘SHINY
sdvayy
WOUL
praynok
puy

AMfnis
svoyp
syarpag
asauyyy

ypsaypour
isnt
shvpung
40.

Butasaad
99g
niyoOU
aaaeypy

ypGiana
Jsout
SUIPL
HH
a4aiy
py

voumny
many
Josapdunt
ays
uy

‘dvaqa
stauniquiy
oy)
q8noq

‘atoys
Bnap
vaas
sana
nok
aot
py

“doops
ataqs
fo
wou

yyqoy

saopnbsou
fo3urzzng
ays
wayyy

‘saqpop9
ouvam

saanvU
ayn
Puy

‘Uatuom
a41qaaastaaatt
NOL

a1oy/yy

$mojg
sana

sUIDIY
OU

A494,
‘vouiny
mapy
Josapdunt
aysuy

“Uvaja4adau
aay

sogsop9
nok

puyy

Appnue
stvagy
stjuayano
aay

‘uaaid
sMvayp
stssvid
oy)
puy

Apnops
sivngy
siAys
ays
asoy
yy

YYULSPauUDs
ayf
ST

daqguuavaC]
Ut
kayIWIN
IY)
HIYA

W
oyaH]

SoHE)

ydspavziy
pursruv
aqs
aaqyph

‘vauiny
mapy
fosap8unl
aquy

aay
sasuatsadxa
Araq1
dnstuns
yamdyaad
44puv‘vauiny
aarp

fosapdunt
aq2
inogvwaod
Surmopof
agiajoam
‘suahpy
pay,
‘siqfopuatsfv

PUY
LOAF]
SAJAVY)
“SPIAD
apsunt
UlaU
aff.
|fo
soul
quads
BGG
AGL

‘shop
maf
asaya
Suranp
saauata

-adxa
annus
poy
‘uqny
qinSurasas
‘uoyazy
sapinqy
,,apo
dxa
puv
umop

apistga
squiogKuve
pavag
7wags
foyovei
doay
Gqissod
yupjnoa
|wis

spivsKuve
osasam

dsag
Jyfvus
Burpury
Surpvozun
aeogs
ays
Zuoqy
paysom

am
‘shyp
m
af

ixau
ays40,1
‘Uoousayfy
ppvajvn
doap-ssivan
YBNoAgs
a4ogs

04
yrsBuipuryy
moss
outtup

patsiyy
apy
‘24oys
04JaB
04dajvn

doap-sswwm

qinougs
suaucdinba
ynf
quam
papym
pur
fans
qSnos
qSnoags
juan
ayy,

dvaw
joaf
oginogy
papozdxa
says
]]vLUs
jruanas
uayy
puY‘sn
punody

Surpguf
pasavas
yov-yov
ayy
‘digs
agi
ang
aqfi2as
yupjnog
|angsahous

-apvfoaarp
yspiav
apvut
pur
soqging
aqi
paysvyy
auryd
asurs
v

‘a4oqs

01
Avanfjivg
aiamam

sy‘asoys
sof
pasavys
uays
J]»papvopun
apy
(uo1s

-vaus
ayt
Suranp
papury
sdoows

QQQ'GL]
:210U)
Surusow
pvffopaysnd

SULDAY
VOI
ay“MIVA
pad
qui

papel
pauiaas
kys
age
wiss4a

-anay
Kupue
osadam
aiag
J'sdigs

aywos
advavg
oifissag
vkg

fowaivagasam
hagi
ing‘yout

-w04
paras
sourgd
anof
‘unvp

JP‘SUOLIDIPVISUL
adoys
241

w
Duraaan
sywoquary
Jn

agi
Suiyop
sdiys
fospaspung

aan
wag]
asvfyvang
paveup

of6kivnurf
uo
poy
O€:E

ayom
ax,
:smopjof
sv
uoisvaut

gfsaguiasap
ugvyy
Levip
siguy

‘ypuvpy
Sursnqidpoas
utq9tqtg

sum
pupasauvduf
aysof
pua

ayfoSuruuisag
agisym
finn

uakvdury
fouorsvaur
947

UVM
LSMP
HLONLLHDM
ve

24 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

The invasion of Lingayen
Gulfwas the beginningof the
endfor theJapanese and was
criticalin recapturingManila.
In hisdiary,Kahndescribesthe
invasion asfollows: “We woke
at 3:30AM onJanuary 9for
an early breakfast. There were
hundreds of ships dotting the
Gulf’ Gunboats werefiringat
the shore installations. At
dawn,fourplanes tried to a t ‑
tack, but they were beaten off
bya terrific barragefrom the
ships. Thereweresomany trac‑
ers that the sky seemedfilled
with redrain. The boat teams
pushedoffall morning (note: 175,000 troops landedduring the inva‑
sion). Weunloadeda LCT, then startedfor shore. Aswewere halfway to
shore, a singleplane attacked the harborandmade a crash dive of a de‑
stroyer but I couldn't see if hehit the ship. The ack-ack startedfalling
aroundus, andthen severalsmallshells explodedabout20feet away.

“Wewent through roughsurfandwadedwithfullequipmentthrough
waist-deep water to get to shore. Wecarriedammofrom landingcraft to
shore through waist-deep water allafternoon. For the nextfew days, we
workedalongthe shore unloadinglandingcraft. There weresomany raids
that I couldn'tpossibly keep track of them. I heardmany bombs whistle
downandexplode.”CharlesHelton,servingwithKahn, hadsimilar expe‑
riencesduring thesefew days.

The495thspentmost of the time in jungleareas. CharlesHeltonand
afriendofhis, TedMyers, wrote thefollowingpoem about thejungles of
NewGuinea, andit pretty wellsums up their experiences there.

In thejungles ofNewGuinea,
Where the ants andlizardsplay,

Charles Helton

Where the weather in December
Is the same as in May.
Where the sky is always cloudy
Andthegrass tsalwaysgreen.
Whereyour tent is always muddy
Andyour clothes are never clean.

In thejungles ofNew Guinea,
Where no trains ever blow,
Whereyou neversee white women,
And the natives wear no clothes,
Where the buzzingof mosquitoes
Roballmen of their sleep.
Whereyou neversee a drugstore,
Though theAtabrine ischeap.

In thejungles of New Guinea,
Where it rains most every day,
Where nochurch bells ever ring
ForSunday’j u s t another day.
Where the air is always stuffy
Andyour headmost always hurts,
Where theres nocivilization,
Andthe women do the work.

In thejungles ofNewGuinea
Where themailis always late,
Christmas cards that come in April
Are consideredup to date.
Where the sun isevershining
Andthe moon’ n o t madefor love.
The sky is streakedbysearchlights,
Spotting Tojosplanes above.

In thejungles ofNew Guinea,
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Sohappy wewillbe
When at last the war is over
Andour nation once more free.
Then take me back to my oldhome,
The state I loveso well,
For this Godforsaken outpost,
Isa substitutefor hell.

dohn Neely 27

JOHN NEELY

I graduated from highschool in
St. Clair County, Alabama, in
June of 1943 and turned eigh‑
teen in July of that year. I wasn’t
reluctant to gointo the military.
I had volunteered but I had to
order my birth certificate from
Montgomery. It didn’t get back
in time for me to go in with a
couple of guys I had planned to
go in with, soI just waited. The
man I was workingwith wanted
metowait until I had to go,

I was inducted through Fort
McClellan,Alabama, and reportedforactiveduty inSt.Augustine, Florida,
on October 9, 1943. I was just going to let them put mewherever they
wanted, but this boy from Chandler Mountain in St. Clair County told
mehewas going in the Coast Guard. He said you ought to gowith me
because you will have a clean place to sleep and you won't be o u t in the
mud and the rain likeyou would beif you were in the army.

He also told me it was kind ofl i ke the navy, the biggest ship they
had was a destroyer escor t , they had Coast Guard cut ters and sixty
footer patrol boats, and they did a lot of port guard duty. Sothat was
why I chose the Coast Guard. I didn’t knowanythingabout it until he
told me.

I found o u t later that the Coast Guard also did alotoffighting. In
fact, later on in my service career I volunteered for the amphibious
force which was always right in the forefront of the fighting in Europe
and the Pacific.They were the first on the beach,and like in the South
Pacificwhere I was there were quite anumber of LSTs, which stands
for LandingShip Tank. Wewere all over the South Pacificand in the
first wave at Okinawa.
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But anyway, that ishow I wound up at the CoastGuard Station in
St.Augustine, and that was where I did boot camp. I always kidpeople
about getting abad place to stay. It was in the Ponce deLeon Hotel,
which was afamous hotel and resor t area, and the station was actually
in the hotel. Sothe boy from Chandler Mountain knewwhat hewas
talking about, but hedidn’t know it would besuch anice place.

At boot camp we learned to march and to handlea rifle.Wealso
had to learn how to handle boats, which I had n o t hadmuch experi‑
ence with except for fishing boats and other small craft. Each c om ‑
pany had a rowing team that competed on weekends, and we all had
to row lifeboats and that so r t of thing. Once wewe n t o u t to sea o n a
sixty foot submarine patrol boat, which is asub chaser. But overall it
was alot like amarine boot camp.We had anobstacle course and the
same kindofthings to get you in shape like other branches had.

While I was at St. Augustine I] was n o t assigned to any kind of
permanent role, that came later.Eachcompany at the station hadabout
one hundred men , and they took rotations havingwork week. They
trainedsomanyweeks then hadwork week.Therewere different kinds
of assignments, working on the base or in the carpenter shop or dis‑
posal or kitchen. I was luckyenough to beassigned to be amessenger
and that wasn't real hard work.

Boot camp was supposed to last for three months but it lasted five.
They hadsomanypeople theydidn’t knowwhat to dowith them. I was at
St.Augustine fromOctober to February,and then I got to comehome for
ten days.WhenI reported back to St.Augustine, I was sent to Ellis Island
in NewYork,and I got there inMarch.The firstor second day I was there
they put me to walking the perimeter with awooden gun through the
snow and sleet.The wooden part was just for affect.The islandwas well
guarded but it gave people something to do.

I was only at Ellis Island for acouple of weeks and then I w e n t to
Sheepshead Bay on Long Island.After t w o or three weeks, I was sent
to wa te r tender school.TheCoastGuardand the navybothhadsteam‑
ships that were still in operation. The ships had asteam room with a
boiler and they had to have aperson in the engine r oom called awater
tender to keep an eye on the water to make sure the boiler didn’t r u n
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dry and blow up.The wate r had to stay at a certain temperature. That
was an easy job. Wewere in wa te r tender school for about six weeks.
Ironically, then, when I was assigned it was to aship that had diesel
engines,

Before I left NewYork for good, they sent meto the Philadelphia
Naval Yard.We were there just for acouple of weeks asobservers.We
didn't do any work at Philadelphia, wejust w e n t down there to see
what was going on . They still had so many people they didn’t know
what to dowith them.Though wewere in the middle of awar, island
hoppingwas goingon in the Pacific,taking one island a t a time.There
were only a certain number of soldiers who could participate at one
time. A lot of them were being left in reserve. While at Philadelphia,
though, wedid go to sea for acouple ofdays on oneoft h e ships.

I w e n t back to New York and was sen t to the Jersey City Naval
Barracks in the port area of NewJersey. The Guard there guarded the
port. I didn’t like doing that, sowhen they were looking for people to
bein the amphibious force, I volunteered. I wasn’t in Jersey City even
longenough to pull watch. They sent meto Camp Bradford in Nor‑
folk,Virginia,where the LST crews were being formed.Wewere there
about eight weeks while the crews were being organized. During this
period,wedid all kinds of things.Wehad anobstacle coursewehad to
r u n ever sooften, and weeven had abeach where they let usgoswim‑
ming.

When we were in Norfolk, there was a pistol range anda rifle
range. Being from the south, I was real familiar with guns.When they
sen t usto the rifle range they gave usthree rounds for firing a t a target
about one hundred yards away. It was probably about ten feet by ten
feet and had abig bull's eye on it. They put meflat on the ground so
that I could rest myelbow under the rifle and shoot. A lot of the boys
who w e n t to the rifle range had never shot a rifle and didn’t know
anything about them. One boy wanted to know if I knew how to
shoot arifleand I told him I did. I told him to hold it tight against his
shoulder soit wouldn't hurt. He didn’t, and it did, causing bigbruises
on his upper arm. His excuse was that it would have brokenhis shoul‑
der if hehad held it tight.
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Anyway, I took dead aim on the target and shot. The guy told me
I missed the whole damned thing. I didn’t say anything to him but I
said under mybreath that I couldn't believe I missed the whole thing
unless there was something badwrongwith the rifle.The guy gets on
the phoneandsays that wehaveasmartass here. But he rechecked the
target and I was about one inchoffdead center. He asked if I could do
it again and I p u t ewo more in there.When heleft, hedidn’t apologize
but hedid tell meI had done some pretty good shooting.

After the crews were formed, minewas sent to Pittsburg,Pennsyl‑
vania, where we picked up our LST: Our LST had about 150 men on
board,which was the complement on all of these ships. It was 320 feet
long, 60 feet wide and had a40 foot freeboard, which was the height
from the wa te r up to the main deck. The purpose of the ship was to
landat a beach.The bottomwas flat so that you could come up close
or even could go right up to the beach in some places.The bowmade
aVfor breakingwaves when it was underway.The bowhaddoors that
opened and closed for loading and unloading supplies or whatever.
You could open the doors and let the ramp down and goo u t on dry
land.

After we got underway, you know being a country boy, I asked
how wewere going to get to the ocean from Pittsburg. I found o u t
that we were going down the Monongahela to the Ohio and then
down theMississippi to NewOrleans.They hadaferry crew that came
aboard for piloting the boat down the river.

Wew e n t into dry dock when wegot to NewOrleans. Small pro‑
pellers hadbeen used on the ship to keep from stirringupthe mud on
the river, and in NewOrleans they put the bigpropellers on.Wewe n t
on our shakedown cruise from New Orleans to the Panama City,
Florida, area, and wewere there about aweek to get everybody accli‑
mated to their job of running the ship and also for gunnery practice.

The first couple of months I was on that ship the engineering
officer pu t me in charge of looking up every m o t o r on the ship and
recording the serial number and the model number. Believe you me,
there were a lot of motors on the ship.After that, I was assigned to be
one of four people to bein the main engine room.When wewere on
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general quarters, which is when everyone is on alert at their battle
stations, I was n o t in the engine room butwas a loader on a20 mm on
the deck.

Wewe n t through the Panama Canal and on over to California in
early 1944 where wehada lot of supplies brought on board.We also
picked upasmall landingcraft that was put onour maindeck, andwe
picked up pontoon boats, t oo . A crew of thirteen navy people came
aboard to gowith their landingcraft to the Pacific.Weknew then we
were going to the Pacific but wedidn’t know where. I thought that
going there was to beanadventure for me, and I was n o t particularly
alarmed by the prospect.

About the middleof 1944weleft California with metal pontoons
on both sides ofthe LST, n o t all the way down but about sixty feet up,
and on the top deck was the small landing craft which was used for
moving men or o n e tank from place to place.Wehadalot of supplies,
and three decks down was the tank deck, which is where we loaded
tanks to beused for invasions. It was abig place, about thirty feet tall
and almost sixty feet wide. It ran about t w o thirds oft h e length oft h e
ship.

Weleft Californiawith t w o other LSTs but noother escorts. That
is the way we ran mos t of the time. Sometimes we would be by our ‑
selves depending on where wewere going and how far it was and the
need. In the war areas, wemight haveanescort vessel, like adestroyer.

Weknew wewere headed for Honolulu first. That was our first
stop after California, and we were at sea for about twelve days. We
we n t to Pearl Harbor and the carnage was still there. The Oklahoma,
Arizona and some other ships were still o u t of service. Of course, the
Arizona was never raised and is still there. We were in Pearl Harbor
just acouple of weeks, just longenough to pick up supplies.

From Pearl Harbor we headed to the New Hebrides Islands.We
dropped off supplies at some of the individual islands, and wetook
some passengers to EspirituSanto Island.What we were doingmainly
at this time was resupplying places that the marines had taken from
the Japanese. We probably did this for a month anda half to t w o
months.
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Then wew e n t to the Solomon Islands where wecarried supplies
to Guadalcanal and other islands.Then we began to practice for the
landingatOkinawa which was onApril Fool’s Day in 1945.The ma‑
rineshadsecuredGuadalcanal, and they hadhadadogged time there.

After wefinished carrying supplies to and from different islands
there, westarted to practice loadingand unloading. Our biggest load
therewas wehadseventeen LVTs,anamphibious t rac to r that could go
on its own in the water. We practiced putting them on the beach at
some of the islands and putting them back on board and that so r t of
thing.Then when wegot ready to go to Okinawa, weloaded five inch
38 shells. Each shell was in a case, and they were t w o anda half to
three feet deep on the tank deck. On topofthat they laidabout afoot
of spruce lumber of all sizes and on top of the lumber we had the
seventeen amphibious tanks. Plus we had a couple of hundred ma‑
rines. Some of them had been in the battle at Guadalcanal and in the
battles on some of the other islands aswell.

By then weknewwewere going to Okinawa but wedidn’t know
anything about it. Wecouldn’t write home about it or anything.We
were at sea probably for four or five days before wegot there. As on
every time wewere underway, I was on watch in the engine room. I
w e n t up there every hour and then w e n t back to the bilge part of the
ship where the main shaft of the propellers w e n t through. They had
bearings that wehad to check to makesure they weren't overheatingor
anything.Wehad salt wa te r wecould use to cool them down and we
had to pump grease into the bearings.

On the ship we had t w o vacant bunks in ou r compartment. Two
of the marineswho had been in several invasions came down and saw
them.They said we know it is against the rules to be in your compart‑
m e n t but if you will let us sleep there we will get up and get o u t of
your way and nobodywill bealarmed about it. Sewesaid sure. | had
an unusual conversation with one of them beforewegot to Okinawa.
He was sitting on his bunk cleaning his rifle and I said you mus t be
getting ready for them and hesaid don’t you worry, I ' l l be ready for
them. AndI said you've been in agood bit of combat and he named
off t w o or three places he had been. I asked if hehad ever been hurt,
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and hesaid hegot his collarbone broken and hedidn’t have any bone
there. His arm did just kind of drop down. I said it looks like they
would havesent you homewith awound like that and he becamepale
asasheep with tears runningdown his checks.

He said they tried to send me homebut that he wasn’t going until
hekilledall those bastards. He said hesawwhat they did to his friends.
They c u t their hands off if their legs were damaged and c u t their feet
o f fif their hands were damaged, and they c u t their private parts off
andstuck them in their mouths. Hesaid hewas going to kill every one
of them before hew e n t home. | told him it was going to beOK and he
calmed down and we n t back to cleaning his gun.

It was a funny thing after we got to Okinawa. No Caucasian had
seen Okinawa for about a hundred years, sowe didn’t know much
about the island. Sosomehow they picked up the idea that there was a
bluffon one side of the island that was asheer rock cliff.

I don’t know what day of the week it was, but it was April Fool's
Day and we got close to the beach on the western side of the island
about four or four thirty in the morning. Our marines thought they
were going to have to climb the sheer cliffs sothey had brought hun‑
dred foot extension ladders.When wegot there, the cliffs were present
but a half mile down the cliffs had played o u t and there was asandy
beach. Sowe just moveddown, but in the process of movingdown we
found there was a coral reef between the ocean and the island. They
were afraid to put in the LSTs because they were afraid ofgettinghung
upand becomingsittingducks for thesuicide bombers,and theywould
have been. I never found o u t if wecould have floated above the reefs,
since we stopped about fifty to a hundred yards off shore. We could
see people walking around on the beach but there wasn't any fighting
going on there. Wewere on battle alert for suicide planes because we
still had all that ammunition on board.

Welet the ramp down and the amphibious tanks we n t ashore on
their ow n and the rest were ferried by the t w o small boats wehad on
board. Launching these was kind of exciting.Wepumped the ballast
o u t on one side and pumped it into the other side. The ship tilted to
about a forty five degree angle. The boats were on skids and they c u t
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3 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

them looseand they wen t sailing off ontheir own. One ofmyfriends
on the ship was assigned to be the m o t o r machinist for one of the
small boats, and hecame back with eyes about the size of eggs. They
haddrawnsomemachinegun fire fromaJapanese pill box that was on
the beach, but those marines had knocked it o u t about t w o seconds
after they got there.

An incidental thing that I didn’t know for years was that they were
trying to figure o u t how to unload the ammunition on board sincewe
were n o t on shore. The captain of our ship, alevel headed fellow who
did n o t get easily riled, recommended that marines on shore with
amphibious trucks be used. Wealso had a lot of lumber to unload.
The Seabeeswelded pontoons from several ships together and made a
dock.

The first three or four days wewere at Okinawa wewere up day
and night. If wewere n o t unloading, wewere standing by our posi‑
tions for planes or anythingelse. I guess I didn’t have sense enough to
ever feel danger. I don’t think wewere ever in any imminent danger.
We did have a couple of people on our ship who wen t nu t s . But it
never concerned me all that much. I knew it was dangerous but I
think that having been raised where I was and gotten my first rifle
when I was about eleven or twelve and hunted until I w e n t into ser‑
vice, guns didn't scare memuch.

Theobjectiveof themarineswas to take the air baseon that sideof the
islandin seventy t w o hours.Themarinewith thebrokencollarbonewro t e
usabout what was goingon after they hit the beach. He said they took it
in about thirty minutes.TheJapanese had thought wewere going to land
ontheeast sideof the island.Healsowro t e that after they took theairfield
that he waited until theJapanese landedand when the pilotstood on the
winghe blewhimaway andwaited for the nex t one. I lost his address so I
don’t knowwhat happened to him.

I saw lots of kamikaze bombers. Ironically, though, the first plane
I saw shot down was anAmerican observation plane shot down by
Americans. It was on the morning of the invasion, and we had n o t
disembarked the fightingpeople.Theplanewas flyingdown the coast
where we were to land. Up high above were Japanese planes. Ships

John Neely bo

were all around usand between usand the island, and they began to
open fire on the Japanese planes that were up high. In the 40 mm and
20 mm guns they were using, every third bullet is a tracer. So you
could see these shells. Apparently the pilot of the American observa‑
tion plane saw the tracer bullets going by and thought somebody was
shooting at him, and hemadea tactical error. He turned toward the
fleet, thinking they would recognize friendly aircraft. He jettisoned his
t w o wing tanks. They looked just like bombs, and hewas shot down.
Theadmiralwas yelling over the phonebut that didn’t stop them from
shooting. I had seen himdrop his tanks and I told the gunner on our
20 mm that it looked to melike hehaddropped bombs. Our captain
didn't join in the shooting because hewas n o t one to take chances or
anything.Wenever did fire our guns.

A coupleofdays later I was up on the deck. I don’t know whether
you have ever watched “Mash” but they had this Charlie who flew
over them goingguck, guck, guck. A planewas comingdown near the
island andI said that is aJapanese plane. I was at my gun station so I
threw the magazine open. You had to crank up amagazine to keep the
shells coming right,expecting any minute that the captain would call
for general quarters. The plane turned toward our ship.The pilot was
having engine trouble and it wasn’t running good. There was a de‑
stroyer escor t off ou r s te rn , which was the biggest ship in the area. It
was an old navy ship that had steam power. They had steam up but
they were anchored. Their captain ordered full speed ahead, and they
were digging o u t and left a trail of mud asthey moved o u t dragging
their anchor.

Anyway, ships opened fire at the Japanese plane but some hit o u r
ship and injured four of ou r guys. Our captain ordered usto get into
the lower deck because he said we would be safer down there. The
planewas asuicide bomber and probably hada500 pound bomb.The
plane bumped the side of the destroyer but its speed had been spent.
The ship’s m om e n t um going forward was such that i t just kind o f
twisted the plane around and it sank just like that.

A dive bomber did go right through the main deck of one oft h e
LSTsandw e n t ondown into the tank deck.They hadaloadoftrucks
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and the bomb set the whole businesson fire. Funny things happen but
they were n o t funny at the time. The captain ordered them to aban‑
don ship. Sothe admiral looks over there and sees all these guys aban‑
doningship,sohecalled over and told them to get their butts back on
that ship and pu t that fire ou t . They w e n t back and got it pu t o u t but
it burnedup the trucks.When theywere cleaningeverythingoff, guess
what kind of little present they found? A 500 or 1000 pound bomb
was stuck in the bottomof the tank deck. It hadn't gone offand they
got it disarmed.

After wegot everything unloaded,weleft on about theeleventh of
April to go to Saipan and get another load of ammunition. It took
about six days to get there. When loading the ship, they loaded until
wewere below the draft wewere supposed to have.We were supposed
to pull about twenty four feet aft but we were at twenty eight feet. So
weunloadedall the ballastwecould, andwhenwegot back to Okinawa
and unloaded we were sitting right on top of the water. They were
having a big naval battle off from us. The coxswain of the watch was
walking from the wheelhouse area on the main deck and saw the trail
of the torpedo coming. He hollered but there was nothingwecould
do. LST also stood for “large slow target” so there was no way we
could get o u t of the way. I don’t think the torpedo was aimed at us, it
was probably a runaway, but it w e n t right under us. If wehad been
loaded or had all the ballast, I wouldn't behere now. I credit ou r cap‑
tain for this. Hewas auniqueperson. He saved our necka lot of times,
I think. I thought hewas anold man at the time but it turned o u t he
was just twenty nine, only t en years older that I was.

Wemade several trips to the Philippines, including Subic Bay and
Leyte,while the fightingto liberate the Philippineswas goingon.When
wewen t to LingayenGulfin the Philippines, there were two other LSTs
with us, and they had navypersonnel. Our boat hadwhat iscalled astern
anchor and asyou wen t into the beach, you used the stern anchor. This
was to hold the ship straight, n o t to anchor it. ‘This kept it from turning
left or right while it was on the beach. We were there about four hours
waiting for thoseotherships toland. I was in the engine room,andwehad
been circling at slow speed. Sowhen the captain rang down full speed

dohn Neely 3]

ahead,which was kind of unusual, I rammed it down full speed.Wehad
been going full speed just for a few minuteswhen heorderedstop down.
I could feel the ship slidingandeverything.When I secured the engines,
the four of us in the crew wen t up on deck and there was apalm tree
hanging in ou r number one gun tub.They had to get abulldozer o u t to
move the tree beforewecouldopen the bowdoors and the ramp, but we
certainly did n o t slide off the beach.

Shortly after theJapanese gave up Okinawa, we were assigned to pick
upJapanese prisoners of war from Kyushu Islandand carry them back to
the main islandofJapan.The first loadwas about 990prisoners.Wedidn't
haveany place topu t them,sotheywere on thedeck.Webuiltalatrinefor
them there.The prisonerswere small, and they were hungry.YousecJapa‑
nese today and they don't look anything like those prisoners. The nex t
island up was Kyushu,where o u r ship was scheduled to go for the nex t
invasion, About 360,000Japanese troops were on this islandcompared to
about 150,000 on Okinawa, where about 135,000were killed and only
about 12,000gaveup.Mostof thosewhogaveup, though,wereOkinawans
who did n o t like the Japanese very much.

After we carried theJapanese backhome,we picked up Chineseslave
laborerswho had been imported to work in Japan and took them back to
China.Then wepicked up Koreans in Japan and took them back to Ko‑
rea. The war was over in August and wepicked up prisoners and others
until December.We then wen t to Guam,where wespent Christmas and
NewYears. Then wewen t to Honoluluand got toCalifornia in February
of 1946. My dad got real sick and they thought hewas going to die. I
thought hewas andoldmanbuthewasn’t, hewas in hissixties.They gave
me a ten day leave, My dad quickly recovered when I got home. Then I
w e n t back toCalifornia and was discharged onApril 24, 1946.

When I got o u t , I was am o t o r machinist third class. I had gone in
asanapprentice seaman, and I got to beaseaman second class when |
finished boot camp. When I was in wa te r tender’s school, the t w o
highest in the class got promoted to first class fireman which is the
same as first class seaman, and I was one of them. Then they closed
promotions until about the time the war was over when I got pro‑
moted to m o t o r machinist third class. Just before 1was to get o u t , a
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captain wanted to promote meto second class m o t o r machinist but I
had n o t been third class long enough. The awards for mymilitary
service include the American Area Campaign Ribbon, the Asiatic-Pa‑
cific Area Campaign Ribbon with One Bronze Star, the Philippine
LiberationCampaign Ribbon, and theWorldWar II Victory Ribbon.

I had never thought much about the military asacareer. Once,
though, they hadawakened meearly one morningand told me I had
to take a test. Hell fire, I said, what kind of test?They said they didn’t
knowwhat it was for, but just get ready. I w e n t with t w o other boys to
take it. It t u r n s o u t it was a test for entrance to the Coast GuardAcad‑
emy. One of the other boys had been given acopyoft h e test, and the
man who gave him the material told the engineering officer never to
tell meabout this. Sohedidn’t tell me, and the second guy taking the
test didn’t know about it, either. SoGross, the one with the material,
got the appointment. At a reunion several years ago, I saw the engi‑
neering officer and heasked mehowI did on the test. He told me
what had happened and said that they didn’t do me right.

Before I got o u t , they told me they would put me in the active
reserveand I said no.Then they said they would put me in the inactive
reserve. I said no and asked them to where I needed to sign to get o u t
of everything.

WhenI got back to California, another guy and I bought aModel
A Ford,and wewere going to drive back on Route66 and on to Ten‑
nessee. If we made it, one of us would keep the car and the other
would catch abus home.He got to leave t w o days before I could, sohe
said that I could have that car because hecouldn't stand to be there
t w o more days.

My dad was acountry merchant and his idea was to put meup in
astore near ou r farm which was about fifteen miles from his store. I
wasnt t o o thrilled at that, so I w e n t to the University in Tuscaloosa
and graduated from there. After college I worked in Birmingham for
several years. I started to law school and finished at the Birmingham
School of Law. I then wen t to work for State Farm Insurance and
worked asa claims adjuster, includinghere in Scottsboro, for anum‑
ber of years. I married Helen Brown in 1949 and wehave t w o chil‑
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dren. I retired in 1988 after almost thirty years with State Farm and
moved from Florence back to Scottsboro.

Our LSTcrewhadour first reunionsometime in theeighties.About
thirty six could becontacted and cighteen showed. I knew all but one
of them. Our last reunion was t w o years ago.

John Neely was on an LST that deliveredmarines andammunitionfor
the initialinvasionof Okinawa. He witnessedthe invasionaswellasmore
Kamikazesuicideplanes than hewouldhavepreferred.

Capture of Okinawa was considered essentialfor several reasons, It
was the last barrier to theplannedinvasion ofJapan andwas the domi‑
n a n t island in a chain that protected China and the Yellow Sea. With
Okinawa, all ofsouthernJapan wouldbewithin strikingdistanceof U.S.
planes, andblockadeofJapan’ shippinglanes would beenhanced.

Okinawa was heavilyfortifiedwith thousands of cavesandheretofore
sacred cemeteries and well over 100,000Japanese soldiers were there to
protectit. In addition, theJapanese usedthefearedKamikazesuicideplanes
andBaka bombs. The latter were even moreeffective than theKamikazes.
It was asmallplanewithawingspan ofonly aboutfifteen feet. It andthe
pilot within were launchedfrom anotherplane. After being launched, a
Jet devicepropelledit at highspeed towardits target.

As Mr. Neely related, the invasion occurred on the western coast of
Okinawa onApril 1, 1945, an EasterSunday morning. Thefirstassault
forcesmet littleopposition, sincetheJapaneseforces wereentrenchedonthe
eastern side of the island. Over the next three weeks, the entire northern
halfwas securedwith surprisingly little resistance. This was no t to bethe
case in the lowerportion, however. The Japanese haddecided to make
their standalonga line north of Naha, which is on the west coast, and
extending to the east coast. Theyfought viciously, and the largest biggun
battles in thePacificwar occurredonOkinawa. ByApril18, thenavyhad
lost 989 killed, 491missingand2,220 wounded, mostfiom the Kami‑
kaze andBakaplanes. Ground troop casualties were heavy aswell, and
10,000Japanese hadalready been killed.

The U.S. openedageneral offensive onApril20. Smallgains would
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bemadeandtheJapanese would
counterattack. Some positions
changedhands several times. On
May 2, the 7th Division broke
through to the east coast, having
gained only 2400 yards since
April 19. OnMay 7, the war in
Europe ended but the battle in
Okinawa was st i l l intense.
Progress was slow andcostly, and
groundpositions changed very
little. Finally, during the tenth
week offighting, the Americans
gained important victories that
indicatedtheendwasnearfor the
Japanese. Resistance began to
crumble, buttheJapanese rejected
an offer to surrender. Their de‑
fenses grew less and less, and the
Battle of Okinawa endedonJune 21. That morning, theJapanese com‑
mander-in-chieforderedaspecialbreakfast. Thatafternoon, after thesur‑
render, he and his chiefof staffwalked to a ledgefacing the ocean and
committedsuicide byhara-kiri.

The cost was heavy to both sides. TheJapanese hadabout 110,000
troops at Okinawa, About 103,000 were killedand the rest taken pris‑
oner. U.S. casualties were almost50,000 with 12,000killedandmissing
and35,000 wounded.

(Note: Theabove informationisfromMiller,FT., HistoryofWorldWar
Two: Armed Forces Memorial Edition. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania:
UniversalBook andBibleHouse; 1945.)

Jimmie Fay Tanner Al

JIMMIE FAYTANNER

I was born in Section, Alabama, in 1919. I was 24 or 25 when I w e n t
in. Before I w e n t in, I was working ina shipyardasacertifiedwelder in
Brunswick,Georgia. I was drafted o u t of Jackson County in 1944.

They carried meto Oglethorpe, Georgia, to take the examination
for the military. They give met e n days to come home and get my
business straightened up since I had awife and t w o small children.
When the t e n days were up they carried meto Birminghamwhere we
were sworn in the military.

I was in the MarineCorps, I wasn't supposed to be, I was supposed
tohavebeen in the navy.When I got examined up in Fort Oglethorpe,
they said that they were needingwelders in the navy and I was acerti‑
fied welder. They put on my papers US Navy. When I got down to
Birmingham they had uslined upcalling o u t Coast Guard, Navy and
all and the names to bein them.That marine lieutenant called o u t my
name and | didn’t answer. And he called it o u t again and I walked over

to his desk and I said, “There
mu s t besomethingwrong, I’m
supposed to be going in the
navy, I'ma certifiedwelder and
they told me they needed cer‑
tified welders in the navy.” He
said, “What is wrong with the
marines?” andI said, “Feller, I
don’t know what’s wrong with
nothing, I don’t knownothing
about none of it. I just know
what they told mewhere I took
that examination.”And hesaid,
“Out of 165 men that come

immie Fay Tanner at r ightty £4
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down here this morning, only sixteen of you are qualified for the ma‑
rines, andyou are oneofthem,” and hepickedupapencil and pu t US
Marines onmy papers.After wegot squared away I told him it don’t
make methat muchdifference.

Sixteen of usw e n t together for boot camp training in San Diego.
Boot camp lasted about t w o months.They give usaten day furlough
beforeweweregetting ready to go overseas. | caughta train and it took
mefive days to get home andI figured it would take mefive days to
get back and I wouldn't have any time to stay with my family, soI
stayed five days at home and then I w e n t back to California. I got
penalized for beingalittle late returning. It didn’t amou n t to nothing,
I just had to report ever sooften by going to headquarters and telling
them I was still there. Then they shipped me to another base and I
didn't have to report any more. They put that I was AWOL for five
days on my discharge.

Boot camp was bad, bad, bad. I w e n t to the rifle range. Everyone
was shootingwith anM- I rifle. I just lackedone bull's eye in breaking
the MarineCorps record. The record was 365 and I shot 364. I used
to squirrel hunt and bird hunt around here, I knew how to handle a
gun. The sergeant over me at the rifle rangesaid, “Comehere colonel,
Tw a n t toshow yousomething.” Hecome over there and lookedatmy
scoreboard and said, “How in the world did a fellow from Alabama
learn how to shoot like that?” I said, “Shooting squirrels o u t of them
tall sycamore trees down there.”

After boot camp, we loaded to head to Maui, Hawaii, where the
4th Marine Division was in training. Welanded over there in about
seven days and they sent usup to where the marine base was. Nowwe
had to shower, son, in wa te r that was ice cold. The wate r was from
those springs up in those hills, and you would just about freeze to
death. Wewen t through training for about t w o months. It was hard
physical training. Welearned how to shoot weapons of all kinds. In
fact, I layed down and let abig tank run over meand they picked me
up through a trap door in the bottom to illustrate how to pick up
injured soldiers in the battlefield.They reached down there and got
meand pulledmeupin that tank and that thingwas noisy and vibrat‑
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ingand they headed to the beach and there was some oil drums sitting
in the edge o f that wa te r and they could shoot that 75 mm gun and
knock the oil drum o u t every time they fired. That gun was floating
and stayed level all the time.

I never kept up with dates so I’m n o t sure how longwe were in
Hawaii.Then we loadedup the ships and w e n t to Saipan andTinian.
I left in May of 1944 and this m u s t have been in about August.They
didn’t tell usanythingabout wherewewere going.You got on the ship
and got off where they told you to get off.

I was in CompanyG in the 23rd Marines, 4th Marine Division. I
guess there were about 200 to 300 in my company. I was an M-1
rifleman. I was aprivate then and I stayed one the whole time. I w e n t
in aprivate and came o u t aprivate.What happened was I had t w o or
three fist fights and I didn’t make no points with that, either.

Several marine divisions had hit Saipan and Tinian, and the 4th
Marine Division was participating in it and I was in the rear echelon.
We more or less stayed on the ship near the shore. The islands had
been secured before we were needed, I guess, that was the only way I
could think about it.

Then wecome back to Maui to regroup and get ready for the next
beach landing,which wefound o u t later was IwoJima. Wewere back
in field training in Hawaii for t w o or three months.Wefiredall kinds
of weapons and did maneuvers and learned how to do hand-to-hand
fightingand all that carryingon. Yep, wetook some hard training.We
knewwewere going back over there somewhere.

We traveled 30,000 miles with the navy going all over like that. I
even fired those guns on the navyships.The sailors showed mehow to
shoot them. The airplane pulled abigold yellow sleeve way back be‑
hind it where you could target practice asthe plane we n t by. They
even used some 40 mms to shoot at that sleeve, which is aslongasthis
room.

Wewere on the liberty ships, troop ships they called them. Then
we overboarded on the Higgins boats, the ones where the ramp falls
down in front and you run o u t on the beach. After we left Hawaii
again, weknewwewere going to IwoJima. When wepulled in there,
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we sat there for three days and the navy pounded that island with
everything they had and it looked like it was totally burnt up.That old
general told uswewere going to secure this island in three days. But he
said, “I tell you what, when you get to that beach you get you agood
hold because you're n o t coming back here.”Well, I fought 19 days, it
wasn't no three day operation.

The 4th and Sth marine divisions hit the beach, the 4th the blue
beach and the Sth the redbeach.Wegot to the beach on the Higgins.
The one I was in they run it o u t on the beach and I when got o u t of
that boat and hit that beach, volcano ash was so deep we couldn't
hardly maneuver at all. I wasn’t in the first wave but in the fourth.
When I got there deadmen were everyway I looked,at least fifty yards
away. I could havewalked on themwithout touching theground.The
Japanese opened upwith everything they had.They would bring the
guns o u t of the caves and shoot, man it was awful. There was lots of
firing.The tanks had trouble getting traction in that ash on the beach.
After they got ahundred or soyards off the beach they could go by
their own power. We laid metal tracks for them to come in on that
beach.Trucks, t o o , they couldn’t move on that ash. Further inland the
soil was pretty solid.

Wewas told the reason they took IwoJima was for the security of
the crippled airplanes makingemergency landings, the ones that were
being shot over Japan when they would goonabombing raid. I was
dug in at that first airport and I saw one coming down, one of them
bigB29s,hecouldn't get his landinggear down, Hehit that airport on
his belly andheslid plumb to the other end and you never seen such a
dust s t o r m in all of your life.Twelve menwere on that plane and they
all walked offofi t .

The Sth secured Mount Suribachi, a volcano on one end of the
island, and I was dug in at the edge of the first airport. They began
raising the flagat the end of the airport. I saw them raising that flag,
the one with the famous picture. I was wondering what they were
raising it for because wewere still fighting. Now the first flag they
raised was shot down.

After the first airport and Mount Suribachi were secured, it was
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just crawl inch by inch. The front line might reach all the way from
one beach to the other, and all the front tried to move at the same
time. There weren't no big trees the way wehave here, just some big
bushes. When we advanced we were pretty much in the open, we
couldn't hide behind trees. A lot of the time wewould crawl on ou r
belly maybe fifty or seventy fiveyards and the nex t day advancemaybe
fifty yards or maybe less.TheJapanese were bigger men than I was, all
of them. They were Imperial Marines iswhat they were. They were
their best fighting force.

WehadCaptainswho gave orders.Whenwegot ready to move up
they'd say call the order o u t , “Men weare movingup now. Get ready,
get all your gear on , let’s get ready.” When they got ready to move,
they'd say “march” or “advance” or whatever they said and wewould
all move up together and wemight move up ahundred yards or we
might move t e n feet. It depended on how hot the fire was. If the Japs
were far enough away, we'd have to dig more foxholes or get in some
bomb craters. It was something, boy.

Sometimes it takes a long time to makea friend except in a fox‑
hole. You can make afriend right quick in afoxhole.Wewould shoot
flaresall the time at night, they would light upeverything, you could
see mo v emen t o u t i n front o f you. This helped keep the Japs from
getting in the foxhole with you atnight.There was alot offighting at
night.Wedidn’t have any artillery atnight.

They had a sulfur mine on that island. | don’t know how often
they operated it. You could dig a foxhole and get about t w o or three
feet deep, that ground would burn your hand it was so hot going
through the heat. You would have to wait awhile and then shovel
some more to get down deep enough. Three men stayed in one fox‑
hole at night and wewould keep watch t w o hours each. That would
give you four hours sleep if you could sleep, and that is all the sleep
you had.All of uscould serve one watch and it was time to get up and
go back to war. You had to watch them Japs, they would crawl into a
foxhole with you at night.That was why you had to watch o u t .

A fellowain't never been scared noworse than when heisscared in
combat when you see your buddies falling on both sides and in front
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46 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

of you andeverywhere. I had one manwho kept my watch one night.
Hebroke the bandandcouldn't find the pieces.Whenmywatch came
due he handed the pieces back to meand hesaid hecouldn't find
nothingtofix it with.Wegot orders tomoveo u t andwehadaSherman
tank ahead of meandhimright in front ofour foxhole.That tank was
shooting into themouthof acave. Heran and got in between the tank
and the cave they was shooting in and a75mmshell from the tank hit
him dead center and i t busted him and all I saw was one foot with a
shoe on it. Now that is the truth. And you think you ain't scared? You
are scared. I didn’t get hit then because I was behind the tank.

Wegot into one mess there. I could see theother end oft he island,
wewere shootingwhite phosphorus in our front lines. I don't think
any of ou r men got hit with it. Wefinally got on the radio and got
them stopped and told them they were hitting our front line with it.
That stuffwould hit you and burn and you couldn't p u t it o u t . They
thought they were shooting at the Japs but it was hittingat ou r front
line. It burned everything it hit.

One time they told me, they said, “Tanner,why don’t you pass o u t
some juice for the men todrink.” I had t w o gallons under each arm. I
left my rifle in the foxhole but I had the pistol onmybelt. Iwas pour‑
ing them a canteen full of juice. I got about three or four foxholes
frommineand they opened fireon mewith amachinegun andman I
headed back to my foxhole. When I got in that foxhole my bayonet
caught meon my pants leg and wen t up and c u t my belt without
scratching me. If that had hung in meit would have killed me.

ThadanM-1rifleanda45pistolonmyhipand 18poundsofdemo‑
lition on the other hip. I think I had t w o or three hand grenades but
mostly it was the cartridge belt and that rifle.Wewould throw the hand
grenades in the caves. I had a22pounddemolition bomb. It islikeOkay
washingsoap, yellow, and if you fold it and wrap it arounda tree andput
adynamite cap in it, it will c u t that tree into but abulletwon't explode it.
Nowyou hit dynamitewith abullet, it will blow up.What I did when I
used it, you could put it on anextension poleand run it back into those
pill boxes andyou had awire you pulled to set o f fadynamite cap and it
would blow that pillbox wide open, buddy. I mean it turned it wrong
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side o u t , 22 poundof it would. I used that some.
Wehad some good officers and then wehad some bad ones. Be‑

fore wewould go into combat wewould get new officers, every time,
a brand new lieutenant, brand new captain, brand new major. Of
course, what they were adoing was switching from one company to
another company because they was getting t o o many of them killed.
This was because the mistreatment some of these officers did to the
troops. I knew what was happening and mo s t everyone else did and
that iswhy they began switching the officers.Sowedidn’t get to know
them t o o well.

One incident where I hada close call, I refused anorder from the
captain. I w a n t to explain to you whyI did and I explained it to him.
Meand this guy were movingupand the captain kept telling usto get
over that little rise. The other man was ahead of me , and when he
stuck his head upover that little hill, they shot himand hefell back on
meand I drug him back to the foot of the hill and hollered for the
corpsman.The captain keptyelling, “Tanner, get over that hill.” I kept
shaking my head at him that I would goaround, and I went around.
That night hecome tomy foxhole and hesaid, “Tanner, doyou know
you could get court-martialed for disobeyingaorder?” and I said, “Yes
sir. Now I wa n t to tell you something, captain, I’mstill alive and you
can dowhatever you wa n t to doand it don’t makemenodifference. If
I'd gone like you told me t o o I'd got shot just like that man did and I
didn’t intend to stick my head up over that little risebecause there was
amachine gun nest right there and those Japs know how to use it.”
Now they had amachine gun that shot sofast it sounded like birds a‑
chirping, awhole lot faster firingweapon than wehad. And they had
smokeless powder so you couldn't see where it was coming from, so
you couldn't locate them. Bythe time I w e n t around that rise they had
a tank in there and it got that machine gun nes t . When I got there, a
halfdozen dead Japs were around that machine gun.

Everyone of our troops was trained.They were fightingmen.They
would fight with bayonets or hand-to-hand or whatever, they were
trained to do that. You got enough training here in the states to know
how to fight.Wehadplenty of equipment and supplies. | don’t know
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48 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

how wegot those things after wehit the beach. The navy brought
them in but I don’t know how they done it.

From the beach inland I guess we progressed about three miles
before I got hit.Wewere about one good mile fromgetting across the
islandand plumb down to the other beach where the Japs made their
last stand and finally surrendered. It took them about ten more days
after I got hit. Iwas there for 19days fighting,and I w a n t to tell you
something. The human body can stand a lot more than you think it
can when it has to . Most of the time I slept with my steel helmet on
my head. There was a callus wore across the back of my neck bigger
than my finger when that battlewas over.

I got hiton the nineteenthday. I was diggingwhen that happened.
A picric acid shell fell asclose to measthat wall right over there.They
were green when they would blow up and hadold green stuff, A piece
ofshrapnel hit meright in the arm here and in mychest. Iec u t that
artery in my arm and I was about to bleed to death. This captain told
meI'd better get back to the beach hospital.Well, I was holding it to
keep it from bleeding sobad. I threw all mygear down, everything,
and I w e n t back toward the beach hospital. When I got down there,
they put meona stool and t w o doctors were trying to get that shrap‑
nel o u t of me. There was aman sitting ona stool in front of me, and
they were trying to get a piece o u t ofh i s back about asbigasa quarter,
and they had tweezers on that thing and it pulled his skin way back
before that thing came o u t . And I thought, myGod, if hecan stand
that I shorely can stand this. They didn’t have any deadening. They
got mo s t of it o u t of me.There is still some in my arm but they got it
o u t of my chest.

I got apurple heart o u t of that deal. That got meon anairplane
and sen t me to Guam. When I got to Guam, a corpsman me t me at
the door and said, “Comeon in here rebel, I'llgiveyou abathand put
you to bed.” Well, I had this arm in asling and they had my chest
taped up. I said, “I'll take care of mybathingmyselfbut I don’t care if
you put me to bed.” I wen t in and took a shower and I hadn't had a
shave in t w o weeks or longer.They pu t mein abed right down at the
end of the hospital.There was abigwindow with abigpalm tree and
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manI died on that bed and I had anightmare and tw o doctors and
t w o nurses had to hold me on that bed when I woke up. They said,
“My good fellow, what’s the ma t t e r with you?” Tsaid, “Man, I had a
dream and them Japs had uscaptured and had us lined up and were
cutting our ears off smooth with our heads, and when I got up pretty
close to them, I rebelled, I was getting o u t of there.”

But the doctor told me that if that a rm wasn’t any better in the
morning hewas going to have to take off. I said, “Oh n o , man, don’t
tell methat, I would like to go back homewhole anyhow.” Hesaid it
had gangrene set in it and hewas giving mesome kind of medicine, it
might have been a sulfa drug. He came back the nex t morning and
said hethought it was better, and it finally healed up.When I was in
the hospital I helped serve dinner when I got to where I could do
anything. Some had both legs shot off, some had eyes pu t o u t , both
arms were missing. That ward stunk like dead people. I finally recu ‑
perated and got o u t of there and w e n t back to Maui to join the divi‑
sion.Then they dropped the bombsonJapan and they yelled calf-rope
and I was gladofi t .

Iwo Jima was the wo r s t battle ever fought in history for the length
of time it was fought. Welost over 6,000 dead and way in the thou‑
sands wounded, arms shot off, logs shot off, eyes put o u t and all that.
I lost some close buddies there. It was terrible there. I tell you, war is
hell, it is hell on earth, I don’t care where it is.

They claim that 35,000 Japanese were killed but they didn't have a
headcoun t because those caves we blewshut there's no telling howmany
were in them. I doubt if they even know today how many were in thosecaves.The Japs hadbeen taught that ifthey died inbattle theywouldgoto
heaven, kind of like the Muslims, that religion they got. If you killedan
American, you had done God a good deed. Those suicide planes, they
knewwhen they flew they were given just enough gas to get where they
was going, n o t enough toget back. Eitherhekilledhimselfbyflyinginto
ashipor hedumpedhimselfin the ocean anddrowned.Wenever sawone
atIwo. I had abrother-in-law in the navywhowas atOkinawa andhehad
to contend with the suicide planes there.

They dropped the bombs onJapan while I was back atMaui.They
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oO FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

showed usafilm ofthat bomb. It looked to me like that atomic bomb
was about the size of asoftball or maybe a little bigger and they put
that in the nose of a500 pound bomb and they pu t that on aB-29
Super Fortress and they got it ashighasit would take it and they had
several fighter planes with them. When they got over Japan and said
“bombs away” that thing hit the ground, son, and that thing burned
everything in the city.Nothingleft.The only thing you could identify
was alavatory o u t of abarber shop.

We saw a film of when Japan surrendered o u t on one of the air‑
craft carriers. We knew the war was over for usand all wewere doing
was waiting to get back to the UnitedStates. They brought anaircraft
carrier and weloaded every man that was eligible on there and they
brought usback to San Diego. I had enough points to get out .

Wegot back to California and I got down and kissed good mother
earth.And they carried usup in the hills to acamp up there for ashort
time then shipped us to Parris Island, SC, to be discharged. When I
w e n t in to get my discharge papers that captain said, “Once amarine,
always amarine.” I said, “Whoop,hold it aminute, n o t this old boy. I
been through three major campaigns asaprivate and never no rating
of nokind. If you'll give methat piece ofpaper there in front of you I
aint no more marine.” The three campaigns were Iwo Jima, Guam,
and Saipan. That was the three I got credit for but I didn't do much
fightingatSaipan orTinian orGuam.

Mywifehad t w o childrenandhadtomakeo u t on$50 amonthwhile
I was gone and I was drawing about $21 amonth in the military. Of
course I sent her all that I could spare, about all I had to spend for was
cigarettes, tooth paste and minor stuff like that. But she made o u t with
that. It isridiculous that thegovernment would take amanmaking$1.20
ahour, put him in themilitary and pay himnothingand expect hiswife
and children to get by on $50 amonth. Somebody asked me if I was
draftedor volunteered I said I was drafted. I said thefirstsixweeks I was in
the military I was in the hospital. ‘They was picking the splinters offme
where they had to pull meoff the front porch.They had to drag mein
there since I hadawife and ewo children.

After I got home, I worked with mybrother operatingabulldozer
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in Kentucky for ayear or two . Then I w e n t to work for TVA building
Widow's Creek asa welder, then worked in sheet metal in Chatta‑
nooga. I have been married 63 years to Betsy Evon Brown and have
four children. I retiredasanironworker foreman in 1984atBellefonte.

I got t w o purplehearts.Theother was for astray bullet that hit me
and hurt mepretty bad, it mu s t have been aricochet because it didn’t
have any penetrating power. We found the bullet and they gave mea
purpleheart. I also got acampaignmedal,expert riflemanmedal, three
major campaign medals with three battle stars and the purple hearts.

JimmieTannerspent 19hellishdaysfightinginhvoJima beforehewaswounded.
The reason why heand60,000 otherMarines landedon this smallvolcanic
islandwas that itscapture was necessary to endthe war morequickly.

There were severalreasons why it was essential. Japaneseplanes basedon
two air strips at hwoJima were bombingour bases andbigplanes.Japanese
fightersfromlwowereattackingour B29sontheir longmissions toJapan,and
these bombershadtofly withoutfighterescortssince the lattercouldnot make
the 1500mileroundtrip without runningout offuel. Besides, our B29shad
noplace to landon the bombingtrips toJapan in case of damage or trouble.
Finally lwo was a vital link in the chain the U.S. was attempting to close
aroundJapan itself.

IwoJima isaboutfiveandonehalfmiles longandtwo andahalfmiles
wide.At thesouthern endisMt.Suribachi,adeadvolcano556feethigh.Just
northofMt. Suribachi the islandnarrows down toabouta mile wide. The
beaches stretch about 3500yards north of the volcano. Running lengthwise
near the beachesare terracesfiveto twelvefeethigh,makingnaturalbunkers.
Fromhere, thegroundslopes upwardseveralhundredyards inlandto a table‑
land, where the twoJapaneseairstrips were (a thirdwas beingconstructed),

From Suribachi northward the ground consists of black volcanic sand
whichprovides littletractionformachines,andmenmightsinkone to twofeet
into it. Northofthe secondairfieldthe terrain changes into aseries ofrocky
ridges thatgive overviews of the beaches andairfieldsandgave the enemy
excellent observationposts.

The Japanese hadplannedwell to defend the island. Every square
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yardcouldbecovered byweaponfire. There were extensive underground
caves and tunnels, and in some cases they couldgo halfa mile through
tunnels connecting variouspositions. All the caves hadat least35 feet of
overheadcoverandwereaminimumof5feetwide, 33feet longand5feet
high.Allhadmultipleentrancesandmultiple turns up to 90 degrees. All
of these characteristics helpedsafeguard themfrom bombardment and
flamethrowers,

Thepillboxesandblockhouses were constructedof concrete two tofive
feet thick andwere reinforcedwithsteelandrock. They wereoverlaidwith
fivetofifteenfeet of volcanic rockandthen coveredwith sand. The top of
the structures was levelwith the surroundingground, makingthemdiffi‑
cult to spot byeye or aerialphotography. TheJapanese had23,000 troops
defendingthe island, which they thought were adequate, considering the
extensivefortifications.

The U.S. bombedthe islandfor 72 consecutive days,from December
8, 1944, untilD-Day, which was February 19, 1945, Battleshipsjoined
in onJanuary 24. The intensity increasedduringthe threedays before the
landing,precipitatingextensive returnfirefrom the island.All this bom‑
bardmentdidsomedamage totheheavilyfortifiedisland, butit was upto
thegroundtroops to destroy the bulk of the enemy in the extensive caves,
tunnels andpillboxes,

More than 800 naval vessels, 220,000 troops and 60,000 marines
hadclosedin on lwoJima. Theassault was to bemadeby the 4thand5th
MarineDivisionswith the3rdto beheldinfloatingreserve. Eachbattal‑
zon was assigneda 500yardstretchof beach. The28th was to sealoffMt.
Suribachi, the27th was tomovedirectly across to the west beach, andthe
23rd, includingJimmie Tanner, was toseizeairfieldnumber one.

At 0830 thefirst wave went in, followedbysix more. By1000, all
seven assault battalions hadcome ashore. Surprisingly, resistancegunfire
hadbeen much less than expected. Then the beach, Suribachi, andall the
ridgesandhillscamealive. TheJapanesehadtaken refugein their under‑
groundfortificationsandhadnowcrawledou t tobeginheavyfiring. Their
strategy was to limit the assault to the beach while theirguns wipedallof
them out. As Mr. Tanner so vividly described, deadandwounded were
everywhere on the beach area. Advancement was slow, ayardat a time.
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(theabove information isfrom: LucasJG, etal. The U.S.MarinesonIwo
Jima. New York, New York: DialPress: 1945. Three of the authors were
war correspondents at lwo.)

Thefollowingsummary ofthe remainderoftheassault istakenfrom:
Miller FT.History of WorldWar I: ArmedServices Memorial Edition.
Philadelphia,Pennsylvania: UniversalBookandBibleHouse:ArmedSer‑
vices MemorialEdition. 1945: 900-909.

Despite the resistance, by the end of thefirst day the Marines had
isolatedSuribachiandhada toeholdonAirfield#1. The entirefieldwas
occupiedby noon of the secondday. The nex t two days were markedbya
series of violent counterattacks by theJapanese. On February 23 part of
Airfield#2 was occupiedbythe3rdDivision, which hadbeen calledin as
replacements, and the 4th. On the same day, the 28thMarineRegiment
raisedtheflag ontop of Suribachi, which has been immortalizedin the
famousphotograph.

Mr. Tannerdescribeswhat thefightingwas likein the trenches. Progress
wasslowandresultedin manycasualties, but the Japanese finally began to
break under the land, sea andair battering. Organizedresistancefinally
endedonMarch16. Themarineshadlost4189killed, 15,308wounded,
and 44 missing. The cost was high, but the objectives hadbeen accom‑

plished. Within three
monthsafter lwowas taken,
over850bomberswereable
to makeemergency landings
there, posstbly saving the
lives of over 9000 crew
members.
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54 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

MARKSCOTTSKELTON

I entered the army June 11,
1942, at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina. I had just graduated
fromAuburn University with a
degree inAgricultural Engineer‑
inganda ROTCcommission as
a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S.
Army FieldArtillery.

Fort Braggwas the field ar‑
tillery training cen te r for the
eastern part of the country. Af
te r completing afour weeks re‑
fresher course, I was temporarily
assigned to a training regiment
beforebeingordered to FortSill,
Oklahoma, to attend a three month Battery Officers course. Upon
completing the course, I was assigned to the 31st Infantry Division at
Camp Shelby, Mississippi.

Then I was assigned to the 116th FieldArtillery Battalion which
gave support to the 155th InfantryRegiment. I eventually wound up
in Battery B of the 116th. The artillery is behind the front line and
supports the infantrywith fieldartillery fire.As the infantryprogresses,
and asthey r u n into resistance, they call on the artillery to fire rounds
on the enemy to try to weaken this resistanceso the infantry can con‑
tinue their advance.

The 31st Division had been depleted, and there was just acadre
left because theother personnel hadbeenshipped o u t asreplacements.
This training cadrewas madeupmostly ofnoncommissionedofficers
who trained the incoming troops. Then new recruits would come in
to rebuild the division and they would have to be trained. As this
training progressed in the summer of 1943,we we n t to Louisiana for
maneuvers. After this, we w e n t by train, alongwith all of our equip‑
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men t , to Camp Pickett,Virginia, where wehad advanced training in
preparation to going overseas.

Wew e n t to West Virginia for advanced mountain training, then
to Camp A. P.Hill, Virginia, which wasa large artillery firing range
where weperfected our skills. Next wewe n t to Camp Bradford,Vir‑
ginia, for amphibious trainingonChesapeake Bay. Upon returning to
Camp Pickett,wewere issued wool clothing.Then, onthe spur of the
mome n t , wewere ordered to t u r n in our wool clothing and were is‑
sued khakis instead, which mean t wewere headed for the Pacific.

Weshipped o u t fromHamptonRoads,Virginia, in Marchof 1944
and w e n t through the PanamaCanal and crossed the Pacificto British
New Guinea. We were in the ship for forty days and landed in Oro
Bay,NewGuinea.Wedid n o t haveesco r t ships aswecrossed the ocean
because at the time that area was relatively safe. By the time wegot to
NewGuinea the battles had already moved further north from there.
Ofcourse, in the earlier stages there had been battles in New Guinea,
where the Japs had been stopped trying to get to Australia.

This would have been 1944 when wegot to Oro Bay. I had been
promoted to captain just beforeweshipped o u t and was abattery com‑
mander.Anartillery battalion has three firingbatteriesA, B,andC,and I
was commander of the BBattery.Therewas alsoaservice batterywhich as
the name implies serves the supplies to the other batteries. Each firing
battery had four 105mmhowitzers and the necessary supportingequip‑
men t . The howitzers and ammunition trailers were normally pulled by
trucks, but in the jungle these were replaced by track-trailers. There were
approximately 100 men in myunit.Wehad peopleall the way from the
Bronx to Florida. It isamazinghowpeoplecan get along together.Wehad
common interests of stayingalive and fightingtheJaps.

Wewere atOro Bay for four to six weeks.Westarted gettingaccli‑
mated to the jungle, which was much different from the maneuvers
we had been doing in the states. There had never been a major war
fought in ajungle. Visibility or the lack of it isone of the main things
in fighting there. The dense overhead makes radio communication
difficult.

WhenweleftOro Bay,wew e n t to theWadke-Sarmi area, and that
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56 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

was just for another step in our training. That area had basically been
taken but there were still afew Japs in the jungle, and that was the first
taste of combat the division received.

Wewere at the Wadke-Sarmi area about amonth and then were
given theassignment ofinvadingthe island ofMorotai,which isnorth‑
west of New Guinea and north of the equator. Some of the division
was at various parts of NewGuinea but they all loaded up from these
various places.

Weloaded our battalionon anLSD (landingship dock), which is
a largeship with a longopen area several decks deep inside the ship.
Biggates are across the rear end of theship.We loaded the tractors and
howitzers on smaller LCMs (landingcraft motorized).The interior of
the LSDwas filledwith water, then thegates were openedallowing the
LCMs to come inside. After the LCMs were properly aligned facing
the rear of the ship, the gates would close and all the wate r pumped
o u t . To disembark at the invasion site, the LSDwould pump in water,
head o u t to sea, open the rear gates and the LCMswould make amad
dash to the beach.

The landing at Moratai took the Japs by surprise. They were ex‑
pectingaforce to land on Halmaherawhere they defended with some
50,000 troops, andMoratai was lightly held.Once the Moratai beach‑
headwas established, the infantryestablished afortifiedperimeter from
which they used frequent patrols to keep track of the Japs.

The technique for warfare in the jungle was n o t in books-lack of
visibility was amat te r of fact.The use ofinfantry scouts did n o t work
socombat patrols were used.A patrol usually consisted of aninfantry
platoon anda field artillery forward observer party of three to five
people.Communication to the outsideworld was by radio to anartil‑
lery spotter plane which relayed the message back to headquarters.
Thus if the spotter plane was n o t in the air there was no communica‑
tion. To adjust artillery fire the spotter plane first had to locate the
patrol in the jungle by talking to the radio operator on the ground as
the plane flew in from several different directions. Once the spotter
pilot hadmarked the location of the patrol onhismap, hewould have
anartillery round firedasafe distance from the patrol on the ground.

Mark Scott Skelton a1

The ground observer, by communicatingwith the air spotter, would
have the round brought closer until sometimes the shrapnel would be
clipping leaves off the trees overhead. Usingsome previously adjusted
calculations, roundswould befiredduring the night at random times
to discourage the Japs from attacking the patrol.

Thewhole mission on the islandwas to take about thirteen square
miles so the air force could come in and build a fighter strip and a
bomber strip sothey could bomb the Borneo oil fields. Once the 31st
moved in, they set up a perimeter assoon as they were able. There
were some attacks and things like that but there no major military
encounters . Our PT boats kept the Jap troops on Halmahera from
coming over at night.The main thing was that the Japs would bomb
almost every night for several months. They had some air fields at
Halmahera. Our bombers would come in, load the bombs at night
and leave before dawn the nex t day. I mention that because the Jap
night bombers hit one ofour bomberson the ground that hadalready
been loaded. It caused quite anexplosion.

A strange thinghappened to meatMorotai. In highschool here in
Scottsboro there was a teacher named Mr. Couch. Somehow he was
kin to Dr. Hodges,and hestayed at the hospital and taught at the high
school. When we were in Morotai, before we got set up, we would
have to send o u r sick call patients down to an evacuation hospital at
the beach. When they we n t down to the hospital, asbattery com ‑
mander | had to sign the sick book, which I did every morning. Men
kept comingback saying the doctor down there knowsyou. SoI w e n t
down there and here was Dr. Couch,who had gone to medicalschool
and becameadoctor. Hecame o u t to the battery a time or two . Once
things settled down, hemoved on to another assignment. It was a real
coincidence seeing him there.

After Morotai, wemoved on up to Mindanaowhich is the south‑
e r nmos t big island in the Philippines.Different parts of the 31st Divi‑
sion landedatdifferent places.Welandedon thewestern side atParang.
Our purposewas to move inland and gonorthon the Sayre Highway.
They hadalready occupied the islandof Leyte up in the northern part
of the Philippines.The overall plan was to occupy all the Philippine
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Islands,particularly those with any size and use.
There was no resistanceuntilwegot into the interior.The infantry

was doing the fighting, and our mission was to support the infantry
with artillery fire. Back then you hadwhat was called atriangular divi‑
sion. You had three regiments of infantry, and each was broken down
into three battalions of infantry. Then a battery of artillery was as‑
signed to each battalion. If ou r battalion that wewere assigned to ,
which was the 2nd Battalion, moved along, then our battery wen t
along just to give support to ou r 2nd Battalion, In some instances,
when the three regiments were fightingasawhole, wewould all stay
together and wewould beunder the control of the artillery battalion
commander.We could fire about twelve mileswith our 105 howitzer,
which was ourmainfirepower.Of course, each individualwas equipped
with his own weapon.

Each of the three battalions had the 105s, then there was afourth
battalion which was n o t assigned to any regiment because it had 155
howitzers. They would beused in the big attacks. They could go al‑
mos t anywhere because they had more firepower, and its shell was
almost a third bigger.

You had liaison officers who worked with the regimental com‑
mander,and hewas the commander’s connection to the fieldartillery,
Each batterywould sometimes send o u t a forward observer party that
would actually gowith the infantry and bein combat with the infan‑
try. The forward party would radio usback and fill usin , They might
begone four or fivedays on infantry patrol.

Once, while wewere in the Philippines, I was ordered to move
forward and pick o u t aposition andmove the battery into it. SoI took
the jeep driver and a radio operator and we w e n t up to this area and
thought it was agood one, soweradioed the battery. It was ona rise
and there wasa little cu t where the dirt road passed through the rise.
When the battery came and started making their positions, weflushed
about three or four Japs. Of course, everything broke looseand there was
alotof firing,and this iswhen another strange coincidence occurred.

It sohappened that anevacuation hospital was movingup the road.
Someof the machinegun firewas crossing the road.As their convoy was

Mark Scott Skelton 3g

moving up, some of the firewas going through the tarps on the tops of
their vehicles. The skirmish didn’t last long,and wegot theJaps o u t early
with all the firepower we had. When things quieted down and people
werewalkingaround,who camewalkingacross the field? It was, believeit
or n o t , Dr.Couch. He recognizedmeand I recognizedhim,and hesaid,
“Mark Scott, your boys really shot upmytruck.”

Wewere shelled in the Philippines several times. One funny thing,
you know,wewen t into position in arice paddy.You can digahole ina
ricepaddy but it immediately refillswith water. I remember one nightwe
were being shelled while we were in the paddy. I had been sitting there
brushingmy teeth with wa te r from the canteen. I jumped in my foxhole
andwhen the shellinggot hot, I completely submergedmyself, but I con‑
tinued to holdmy toothbrush above the muddy and slimy w a t e r ,

Another experience I had was when they wanted the artillery to go
alongonaprobingpatrol.The mission of the patrol was togoo u t in the
jungle where there was a trail intersection and dig in and monitor the
activity there.Wehad dogsniffers, and it was teal interestingwatching a
doghandler take care of hisdog. Hewould dighis foxhole bigenough for
himand hisdog.Whenwemoved, the dogwould beup frone to sniffJaps
ou t , that was what hehad been trained to do, which was really useful in
the jungle. Oneof our people came back and said there was some move‑
men t coming down one of the trails. Everybody waited for the Japs to
come by. But the dog mus t have smelled themand hebarked.Of course,
the Japs heard it and dispersed. There was asmall firefight that followed.
The dog had been there for acouple of days and had somuch pent up
energy hecouldn't keep from barking.

By the summer of 1945 Mindanao had been secured and mop‑
ping up exercises were going on. The war in Europe was over and I
thought wemight begettingmoresupplies because ofthat. Ofcourse,
the planwas that the nex t thingwould bethe invasion ofJapan. I was
fortunate enough to get orders to come home for rest and recupera‑
tion and then go back for the final preparation for the invasion of
Japan. I had been gone eighteen months without any leave. On my
way back to the states they dropped the atomic bombs, and when we
got off the ship in California they told usthe war was over. SoI didn’t
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have to goback. Otherwise, I would have had to goback to myoutfit
for the final preparations for the invasion of Japan. I did consider
making the military acareer, but didn’t. I was acaptain when I came
ou t . I was fortunate enough n o t to get wounded, so I didn't get a
purpleheart, but I did get aBronzeStar. Our unit has areunion every
year, but I think I have only been to one.

After the war, I w e n t back to Auburn, then worked a year down
there. In 1947 I marriedVesta LouMcLemore,andwehave t w o sons ,
I served in Korea in that war. I amretiredfroma business in Scottsboro.

MarkScottSkelton was in the31st InfantryDivision, 116thFieldArtil‑
leryBattalion, 155thInfantryRegiment, BatteryB.Although involvedin
somefightingearlieron, theirmajorbattlesoccurredafter April 17, 1945,
when they invadedand ultimately liberatedMindanao, the lowermost
Philippineisland.

The war in thePhilippinesactually began three daysafierPearlHar‑
borwhen theJapanese took overManila. Thepossession of the Philippines
was vitalin theJapanesestrategy. TIheystoodasa barrierto moresoutherly
islandsandIndiaandwere aplentifulsource offoodandraw materials.
After Manilafell, theJapanese concentratedon capturing the remainder
ofLuzonIsland, the locationofManila. Theirefforts were centeredonthe
“Bataan Line,” stretchingfromSubicBay toManilaBay,andCorregidor,
asmallrocky islandat the tip ofLuzon.

Whilethebattlewasgoingon, GeneralMacArthurlefttoorganize the
grandscalestrategyfor theSouthwestPacific,leavinigGeneralWainwright
in control. After some of thefiercestfightingof the war, the American
troops were surrounded, andonApril 10 the infamousBataan “Marchof
Death” began.

In thesummer of 1944American ai rforays over the Philippines be‑
gan, andin October carriers beganpenetratingdeep intoJapanese waters ,

On October 20 the invasion of the Philippines began with heavy bom‑
bardment of the Leyte shore, north of Mindanao Island, The Japanese
were caught unawares, butfightingwas severe. Aifter a little over a week,
however, the Americans controllednearly2,000squaremiles of Leyte.

Mark Scott Skelton Ol

Thefamous Battle of Leyte
GulfoccurredonOctober24-26.
TheJapanesestrategy twas to com‑
pletely annihilate MacArthur’
troops in the area. TheJapanese
sent threedifferentfleets into the
gulfandalmostprevailed, butin
the end the Americans won an
overwhelming victory, causing
tremendous loss of moralefor the
Japanese. However, skirmishes
continued in the area for some
time.

MacArthur’ troops invaded
Luzonat LingayenGulfinJanu‑
ary of 1945.Resistancewas stiff,
butfinally, in thesecondweek of

March,Manila was cleared of theJapanese. Other islandsstillneeded to
be taken, however, and this is where Mark Scott Skelton and the 31st
InfantryDivisionenter thepicture. Theirmissionwas toliberateMindanao,
the lowermost island. Troops landedthere onApril 18. Progress at times
was rapid, but resistance wasfierce. It took a month to capture pi @
majorcity,followedbymoppingupactivities. OnJuly5, 1945,MacArtbutt
was able toannounce that the Philippineswere liberated. (Theabove in‑
formation isfiomMiller FT. History of World War I I :Armed Services
MemorialEdition.Philadelphia,Pennsylvania: UniversalBookandBible

; 194
a i _ of the31st InfantryDivision, the 116thFieldArtillery
Battalion, of whichMr. was apart, ispraisedas “theprizeArtillery Bat‑
talion in theArmy.”
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JACK LIVINGSTON

I was born in Centre, Alabama, August 14, 1926, and w e n t into the
navy in July of 1944.A friend of minewhograduated from highschool
with me and I w e n t to Auburn for a coupleof quarters beforewe wen t
i n t o se r v i c e .

I was seventeen when I w e n t in. If you were 18 you were drafted.
In those days, you didn’t w a n t to bedrafted, you wanted to volunteer,
which I did. At that time they would do anything to accommodate
people who wanted to get into the service. My mother and my father
both signed. She reluctantly signed because I had t w o older brothers
and they were both in the service at the time and I was the last one. My
oldest brother was anaval officer at the time, and I guess that was the
main reason I w e n t into the navy although I had no experience with
boats at all. My middle brother
was in the army, and I just
thought I had rather bein navy
than in the army.

We we n t up to Great Lakes,
Illinois,for bootcamp for about
four months. I can remember
several things about boot camp
that may beofinterest.Westill
had our civilian clothes the first
night wewere there and there
were about 17or 18of usfrom
Alabama who hadleft ona train
from Birmingham.Wewere all
housed together in a big bar‑
racks, and the nex t morningwe
got up pretty early and we we n t
to breakfast and had beans and
corn bread.That was my initia‑
tion into the navy.And all dur‑
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ing the first day it was getting ridof the clothes you brought and putting
them in alittle bagyoumight haveand shipping them homeandgetting
shots and getting issued uniforms. I can remember there m u s t have been
three or four hundredof usstanding in this bigbuildingwithouta stitch
ofclotheson.Wewere just goingdowna lineand doctorswere examining
you and checkingon about everything.They lookedatyour teeth, made
notes, checked for hernias and other things. They shaved your head and
you could tell how longaperson had been in boot camp by how much
hair they had on their head.h e n after we finished that, everybody was
assigned to acompany. We had a barracks with four companies in it. It
was aquad, t w o upstairs and t w o downstairs. We had adrill instructor
who lived in the barrackswith us.

When wefinished our boot camp, mos t ofthe people in mygroup
were assigned to the amphibious corps. We were transferred over to
Camp Bradford,Virginia, near Norfolk.At Camp Bradford there were
schools they would send people to for specialties, and I was sent to
radar school to learn how to operate radar that was on an LST, that
was a landingship tank. The LST was the largest amphibious vehicle
that was manned at that time.

Once I was in radar school there I just learned how to operate the
radar but n o t to repair. We learned some basic things. Every ship
equippedwith radar was given t w o sets of tubes. If you remember,old
radiosoperated on vacuum tubes. By trial and error wewould find o u t
if something w e n t wrong, which tube was good and which was bad.
Some you could look at and see and others you couldn't. Wehad t w o
backupsatall times.Wedid have problems lateronwith our radar and
wehad to have a technician to come on board.

There were approximately one hundred and twenty five men and
officersonanLST.Weformedacrew atCamp Bradfordandwetrained
asa crew. There were a lot of categories on the ship itself. I was on
what was called the communications division. We were in the wheel‑
house where my duty station was. That took in the signalmen, quar‑
termasters, radar men and radio men.

Wewere atCamp Bradfordabout four months. Radarschool lasted
about three months. Then we got the crew together getting to know
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64 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

each other and the jobs wewere going to do and the officerswho were
going to be in charge of the communication division, Then they put
us ona ferry and took usup to Chesapeake Bay near Baltimore. It was
anovernight run and all theofficersand crew were on it.When wegot
to Baltimorewegot ona train and w e n t to Pittsburg.

The LSTwasa flat-bottomed ship and was designed to go up on
the beaches. It had large bow doors that would open up andwe had a
tank deck that would hold tanks, or vehicles or anything.They used
forklifts for unloading. It was ahuge transport, that iswhat it was.We
could carry acompany of men and their equipment, and the marine’s
and army's companies had about 200 men .

At this point in ou r trainingwewere certainwewere going to the
Pacific.At that time the war in Europe was winding down. Wewere
getting some veterans on ou r crew who had already been to Europe.
Andsome hadbeen in the Normandy invasion. Sowehadsome expe‑
rienced people on there, at least enough to know how to r u n the ship
and to teach us how.

The shipwas actually built inland,onDravo Islandnear Pittsburg.
Therewas ashipyard there called DravoCorporation.TheymadeLSTs,
and they could make one in about two weeks to amonth. The LST
was 328 feet long and 50 feet wide. It had abilge deck and adeck
where the engine room was. The engine room was in the back of the
ship. From the engine room forward was the tank deck. It was open,
just a bigopen area.

I was on ship 1048.Wedidn’t haveaname,wehad anumber.The
numbers were on each side of the front of the ship and also on the
stern . A total of 1051were built during the war but the numberon the
boat did n o t signify the numerical order.

Wewere in Pittsburg t w o or three weeks.Westayed in the dorms
at CarnegieTech. These were different quarters than what wehad in
Virginia, wehad lived in tents there. It seemed like a luxury. It was
Februaryand it was extraordinarily cold in Pittsburg.People in Pittsburg
were very kind to military men in Pittsburg. You couldn't buy any‑
thing because somebody was always pickingup your supper and pay‑
ingyour tab.

dack Livingston 69

From Pittsburgwedown the Allegheny River to the Mississippi
and on to New Orleans. The mast on the ship was actually made in
Pittsburgbut was lashed down on the main deck until wepassed the
last bridge in New Orleans. After the last bridgewewe n t ashore and
docked there and erected the mas t . I forgot how tall it was, about 65
feet. The radar an tenna was on top o f the mast.

When I w e n t into the military I had been toAuburn and to Bir‑
minghama time or t w o and maybe to Atlanta once but I hadn't t r a v ‑
eledmuch.Pittsburg,Great Lakes,Virginia, andNewOrleans were all
new places.Wegot ou r eyes opened quickly.

We did a shakedown cruise in the gulf and then came back to
Mobile Bay. There was an ammunition dump ina little t o w n called
Theodore. They loaded three LSTs there with 20 mm and 40 mm
shells.Wehad the tank deck absolutely filled with those things which
we were carrying to the Pacific. We were supposed to be going to
Okinawa. Wewen t through the Panama Canal. Wegot to go ashore
there for about t w o or three hours. It was aninterestingworld.Wesaw
poverty there we'd never seen before.

The LST was a very slow ship. We could go about 12 knots at
flank speed but wewould cruise at about 8 knots, so it took usabout
21days to get to Pearl Harbor from the PanamaCanal. Wewere with
the same three ships aswhen we loaded but no other ships.The ship's
crew stayed in the very back of the ship above the engine room in a
fairly small area.The hammockswere four high and there was ametal
pole and on the other side were four more. You were living in pretty
tight quarters. You got to know people pretty well to even exist on
those circumstances. There was no air conditioning so it got pretty
warm. Wehad some that snored and some that just bathed occasion‑
ally.

Wew e n t onwatch four hoursandeight hours off.Wedid that for
21 consecutive days. It was awound up crew by the time we got to
Pearl Harbor. Everybody was ready for abreak.

We knewwewere goingsomewhere in the Pacific.To behonest, I
was apprehensive about where wewould begoingand what wewould
bedoing.Nearly everybody on our ship was areservist.Wedidn’t have
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66 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

any regular navy there except for t w o chief petty officers who were
regular navy. The veterans from the European war helped steady
your nerves a lot because they could tell you what to expect and
what n o t to expect. When you volunteered you were put in the
naval reserve, you didn’t go in for a six year t e rm . I just enlisted for
the duration of the war.

Wewere n o t in the area of the destruction of Pearl Harbor. Our
executive officer was from Sewanee, TN , and he was a pretty good
sailor. Our captain was n o ta very good sailor but hehad been near to
Pearl Harbor beforehecame to our ship.Ammunition islike fuel, it is
explosive. Navy regulationsat that time said that if you approachinga
dock or pier you would fly a red flag, which was called Baker. Then
everybody would knowyou had the potential to blow up. Sowhen we
got in sight of land theexecutive officer told the signalman to raise the
red flag Baker. We were the lead ship so we raised the flag and the
other t w o ships behind usdid the same thing. The captain came o u t
and saw that flag and he instructed the executive officer to haul it
down. He said the hills around Pearl Harbor are full ofspies and they
will knowwhat wehaveon board.Sotheexecutive took the flagdown,
and sodid the other t w o ships.

It was late afternoon and dusky dark when wearrived.We tied up
at adock, n o t anchored, all three ships in a row. The captain and the
executive w e n t ashore, nobodyelsegot off. Sometimeduring the night
they came back and before daylight the nex t morningwewere upand
leaving Pearl Harbor. They threw us o u t of there in a hurry. Sowe
we n t around to the other side of the island and anchored.We stayed
there acouple of days and got to ride the buses across the island back
to Honolulu and visit there acouple of days.

After there, wewen t to Eniwetok in the Marshall Islands.Wean‑
chored there. I’m n o t sure why we stopped there. When you are low
man on the pole, you don’t knowmany things. But since wewere in
the wheelhouse, wegot to know more than mos t of them. Perhapswe
got new directions. Originally wewere to go take the ammunition to
Okinawa but I think that at Eniwetok wegot ou r r o u t e changed to
Guam in the Mariana Islands.
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My brother's ship was anchored within a quarter of amile from
where wewere so I got to visit with him.He was on anAPAwhichwas
amuch larger ship than ours. It could carry abattalion ofmen , 500 or
so. They had been in the initial invasion ofOkinawa and they were on
their way back to the states. Just a few years ago I was talking to the
person who had notified meabout my brother, and heactually re‑
membered coming down to wake me up and tell memy brother was
ona nearby ship.

Guam was our nex t stop. Guam was a beautiful island. All the
hostilities were over there. We stayed there for aweek or ten days.
Then we we n t to Saipan, north of Guam.We still had the same am‑
munition.We thought wewere going to unload there but that is n o t
what happened.Wealways ran at night. In the Mariana Islands, there
was asmall island Rota between Guam andTinian and Saipan. It was
still occupied by the Japanese and wewould just bypass that little is‑
land.Wewould goabout eight or ten milesaway from it.Wecould see
it onradar atnight,which iswhen wealways ran, and wewere always
traveling blackout.There were no lights on the ship at all.

We stayed at Saipan awhile and then back to Guam, then back to
Saipan. We still had the ammunition, nobody wanted it. Eventually
wewen t toTinian, which was just a few miles from Saipan.Wefinally
unloaded the ammunition at Tinian, which is where the B29s were
flyingfrom to bombJapan.The last timewewere inTinian was prob‑
ably t w o or three days before the war ended. We took our unloaded
ship over to Saipan. The war ended on August 14, 1945, which hap‑
pened to bemybirthday. I was nineteen years old.

There were three radar men on the ship. The radar was made by
Raytheon.You were lookingat asmall screen like acomputer screen.
It was round and about ten inches big.The screen would search o u t to
the horizon, about twenty miles. If there was anything o u t there, it
would pick upa little blip.That blip would tell you there was some‑
thing there, you just couldn’t tell what it was. Bythat time, during the
war, they had put onships even our size anidentificationdevice called
IFF which stands for identification friend or foe. The radar was
equipped soyou could hit aswitch and send asignal o u t to that blip
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68 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

and if you got the proper response you knew it was friendly and if you
didnt you knewyouhad to tell somebody. Radarwas usedparticularly in
convoys for navigation purposes because you could tell exactly how far
you were from theship behindyouand oneither sideof youor the one in
front. We used it extensively for this purpose to keep from running into
each other. You could see convoys on it. If they were lined up you could
see the blips and know the distances between each ship.

Nobody ever shot at us. Wehad one night air raid when wefirst
got to Guam. Somepeoplesaid it was apractice run but it was enough
to make you think they might behere. I was n o t disappointed when
the all clear w e n t on. One of the things the veterans would tell us was
that our ship was t o o small for the Japanese to waste a plane on. They
gave usa little bit of comfort. But they did sink some of the LSTS at
Okinawa with the kamikazes.

We separated from the other t w o when we got to Guam. Some‑
times afterwards we would go along and sometimes wewould have
other ships with usdepending on what was needed there.

When the war was over, there was abigcelebration in all the ships
around there.Wehadstored alot of beer in ou r chain lockerwhere the
bow anchor was. That day you could look around and see that the
men on the other ships were having a good time, some were even
shooting their guns up in the air. It gota little bit dangerous from that
standpoint.Ourexecutiveofficerw e n t to thecaptain andsaidhewanted
to break o u t the beer. The captain said no because regulations prohib‑
ited drinking aboard but wecould take it ashore. Soword was passed
around the boat, and one of the seamen took asledge hammer and
broke the lock offand weall had acan ofbeer.The captain didn’t say
a word, he w e n t to his stateroom and stayed.

After that, on the 22nd of September, wewere in Sasabo, Japan.
We had taken a company of marines from Saipan and these marines
hadguard dogs.Weused to sayevery doghadamarine.Thedogs were
lashed o u t on the main deck, topside, and the ship began to smell
pretty much by the time we got to Sasabo. We wen t to the lower end
of Kyushu,an island in Japan, in September.Whenwewen t intoSasebo
wehad fightingships with uswedid n o t goin escorted that time. We

dack Livingston 69

we n t in n o t knowingwhat to expect. When wewe n t into the harbor,
everybody was at battle stations, manning the guns and wehad large
combat ships and cruisers and they were at battlestations aswell. Sep‑
tember in that part of Japan isstill wa rm but n o t aswarm ascourse as
in the Marianas.

What impressed methe mo s t beinga farm boy were the hillsides,
they were very steep. Mountains came o u t to the wa te r. There was n o t
one level place n o t in cultivation, they were trying to raise something
to eat. There were a lot of terraces. They were starving, the war had
gotten so adverse for them that the average person was n o t having
enough to eat.

We were there a few days. We were beached there. When the
marines w e n t ashore, they did n o t have akitchen.The marineswould
come back and our kitchen crew would cook for them until they could
get akitchen setup ashore somewhere.

When weleft there wew e n t to the Philippines.Wewen t to Ma‑
nila and picked up a load of troops there, then w e n t back to aplace
called Kurewhich is on the lower part oft he eastern side of Kyushu. It
was a huge naval base that the Japanese had at that time and we un ‑
loaded our troops there. That was n o t far from Nagasaki, where the
second atomic bombwas dropped.Anybodywho wanted to was given
the opportunity to goover and look atNagasaki but for some reason I
didn’t w a n t to go. Part of o u r crew did goon buses and stood on the
hillside lookingover the city. They couldn't go into it.

Then we we n t back to Guam and picked up another company.
This time we wen t a little further north to Matsuyama, n o t t o o far
from Hiroshima.When wegot there, it was cold weather by then and
the Japanese were intuitive people and they had begun to open little
restaurants and bars n o t t o o far from the dock where we were tied up.
They served aJapanese saki which tastes likeCoca Cola or something
like that but it had astrong alcoholic con ten t that would slip up on
you andhit you in the back ofthe head after alittlewhile. Some of our
fellows found o u t about that the hard way. I did taste it.

We beached there the last time we w e n t there. Our LST beached
in an area where there was a conc re t e area for sea planes the Japanese
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10 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

had used. Usually when a big ship like ours would hit the sand, it
would stop. The engines would r un at full speed to try to get usasfar
up as we could get. This time, we hit concre te and just kept going.
When the tide wen t down,you could get o u t andwalk all around our
ship.We had to wait until the tide came in andwe had to haveocean‑
going tugs. We lost our stern anchor and almost r u n o u t of cable. We
also lost ou r captain for they relieved him after that. There had been
other incidences similar to that.Theexecutive officer became the cap‑
tain and hewas very, very good. I thought hewas alawyer from Nash‑
ville all those years but it turned o u t hewas a cot ton broker from
Memphis.Hehas been dead for alongtime, his brother told mesome
years ago. His brother also told me he had never recovered from the
war and had become analcoholic.

They sent usback toManila.Westartedmovingsupplies andequip‑
m e n t and troops from one island to another in the Philippines. We
wen t from end to the other on small missions. The war was over in
August and our last trip to Japan was in late November or early De‑
cember soit was getting close to the end of 1945.

Ac that time they had developed a point system. If you had so
many points, they let you come home.The point system consisted of
howmany months you hadbeen overseas, whether you were married,
had dependents, in combat, hadmedals and things like that. I think
you had to have 23 points to get o u t and I think I only had tw o . I
didn’t have alot to forward to .

We stayed on the ship. We no longer had to man the guns. We
didn't have to besostrict at night.Wecould run atnightwithout the
lights o n , But westill needed the radar to navigate.Any time the ship
was cranked up, someone was sitting at the radar station to make sure
you kept your distance.We navigated at night in getting around the
Philippine Islands.

Toward the end of our t ou r, wedid that for three or four months.
Then they sent usdown to Mindanao, which is the lowest island in
the Philippines.Wewen t toa place called Zamboanga which asat the
tip of the island. It was filledwith alot of natives who were still head‑
hunters, wewere told, but wedidn’t see any. Wew e n t there for fresh

dack Livingston il

water. Then we became a mother ship. We wen t down into the Sulu
Sea betweenMindanao and Bornea.Several small minesweepers wen t
with us. With our big tank deck, we could carry supplies for them.
Thesweepers could n o t stay o u t for a long time, sowe also carried fuel
they could pump off.We really became asupply ship for about t w o or
threemonths.Wewould gointo oneofthose islandsandanchor.There
was nothing for usto do. Wewould open the bow doors and let the
ramp down and swima lot.The wa t e r was crystal clear and you could
see the bottom in manyplaces sixty or seventy feet deep.We never had
any concern about sharks. I don’t knowwhy no one thought about it
then. That was about the only recreation we had. That and playing
cards and readingand any other way you could kill time. Things had
relaxed a lot by then.

When we left there, we took ou r ship to Subic Bay which was
about 50 to 100 miles north of Manila. This bay becamea resting
place for alot ofWorldWar II ships, especially LSTs.Weanchored o u r
ship there and the crew got off and webegan beingprocessed to come
home.This was in June of 1946.We had to wait our t u r n to get on a
troop. Wewere more crowded in the livingquarters on the troopship
than on the LST.We were about 17days getting to San Francisco. At
that time I was a radar man third class which is what you call a buck
sergeant in the army. I never considered making the military acareer.

Whenwe got to San Francisco, mos t of usn o t been paid for a long
time and wehad nomoney. SoI made acollect call home, of course.
When wegot into the barracks, there was abigbank of pay phones at
one end. You had to get in line. I didn't realize the time difference
betweenCalifornia andAlabama. I can distinctly recallweall stood in
line to make ou r calls. It was about midnight at home. At that time,
the longdistance operators would call say to Dallasand then to Hous‑
t o n andsoonand in to Gadsden andGadsden to Centre.TheGadsden
operator couldn't wake up the telephone operator at Centre. She rang
and rang and finally got Miss Lola up and told her that she had a
collect call to my parents andMiss Lola said is that youJack.My other
t w o brothers were homeby then.

After I got home, I w e n t back to Auburn for t w o andahalf years
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2 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

then wen t to law school over at Alabama. I moved to Scottsboro in
1966. I had been practicing in Centre. I amstill busy maintaininga
practice. I have t w o children and tw o grandchildren. My first wife
Ann died in 1981. Sue is my cur ren t wife.

While in lawschool I signed up for advanced ROTCto get money
for the last part of law school and was in the reserves afterwards. In
1950 I got called up in the army and served t w o years during the
KoreanWar, but I didn’t go to Korea.

We have been having LST reunions the past several years. The
nex t one will be the last.We are down to eleven who come now. My
wife andI are still close friends with t w o others and their wives.

Jack LivingstonservedonanLSTin thePacificduringthe lastmonthsof
the war withJapan. He was never in any battlesper se, but the LSTs
servedanabsolutely vitalfunction in thePacificTheater. Theseships trans‑
porteda largeportionof thematerialsandammunition usedbythe troops
in the battlefields. Besides, they took troops to the beaches sothe islands
could actually be invaded.
The men on the LST: may
n o t have gotten as much
glory as those on thefront
lines, but without them
there could have been no
functioningmilitary.

Jack recently went to a
reunionof hisoutfit. Sadly,
only eight attended, sothe
decision was made n o t to
have any more. Jack says
that the eight of them were
sittingarounda table talk‑
ing about the 44 in their
unit that they know have
died. Everyoneof the44 ei‑

dack Livingston 8

ther diedfrom cancer or hadbeen diagnosedwith cancer. Amazingly, all
eightat the table hada history ofsome kindof cancer aswell (Jack hada
smallskin cancer). AsJack mentionedin his recollections, theirgroup was
nearHiroshimaandNagasakishortlyafter thesecities were bombed. Natu‑
rally, they speculateasto whether there isa connection between the cancers
andthepossible radiation exposure.
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WALTERWATSON

I was born in Jackson County,Alabama, in Boxes Cove in 1923. I was
afarm hand. I w e n t in themilitaryonAugust 19, 1941. I was drafted.
They were draftingpeoplebeforePearlHarbor.They were taking them
in and giving them ayear’s training and then releasing them.This was
in case of war.

I was in the army infantry. I w e n t to Camp Croft in South Caro‑
lina. I was supposed to be there thirteen weeks but t w o weeks before
my basic was over they shipped meou t . At that time basic was very
strenuous. They crammed everything in, all kinds of training with
weapons, close order drill, extended order drill, everything. I had al‑
ready had asmuch experience witha rifle asI could get. I had always
liked guns and riflesand I liked to fire them and I was always good at
them,

I started o u t to bea riflemanand then we n t into the 60mmmor ‑
tars. After I trained on the
mor ta rs I was transferred to
machine guns. We left the
United States on December
the third and Pearl Harbor
happened three days after we
left.Wenever knewwhere they
wereshippingus,andwedidn’t
have any support ship. The
closest land was the Panama
Canal Zone and that iswhere
they dropped usoff.They pu t
usin the jungles training there
doing all kinds of things, how
toget through the jungles, how
to survive in the jungle. We
didn’t knowwherewewerego‑
ingbecausewewere hitsohard

Walter Watson ft)

at Pearl Harbor nobody knewwhat they were going to do. I was there
about 15months. After the jungle training, they put usto guarding
the Panama Canal because that becamea vital thing during the war.
There was one place on that canal that they said if it were blown it
would beimpassable.Wedid that for several months.They trained us
and brought ustogether asan outfit and wewere getting ready to go
someplace in the war but we still didn’t know where. Two days before
wewere supposed to beshipped o u t , I contactedmalaria fever andwas
in the hospital when my outfit got shipped o u t . They w e n t to Iwo
Jima later on .

When I got o u t I was sent to adifferent outfit. They sen t usback
to the states and they started mountain training uso u t wes t at Colo‑
rado Springs. This consisted of snow and ice and cold weather and
climbingmountains and carrying everything on your back and learn‑
ing how to survive. Everythingweneeded would beour back and we
would have to survive that way. By this time it was 1943. I spent about
six months there in Colorado Springs. When wewere there I had so
much training I thought I was going to die from training. They came
in and asked for volunteers for a parachute outfit. I thought well, to
get o u t of some of this training, I’mgoing to join the paratroopers, so
I w e n t and signed up.Of course you have to bein tip-top shape to be
in the paratroopers. Iw e n t and passed the physical andwas ready to be
shipped ou t . The colonel came down and told uswecouldn't goand
that iswhen they shipped ustoCalifornia for more training o u t there.
It was rain and mud in the mountains there.

Then they come around asking for volunteers for asecret mission
and I signedup for that.They offered meapromotion if I'dstaywhere
I was and I told them I hadall the trainingI neededand I needed togo
somewhere else. Since this was a secret mission the colonel couldn't
stop it, soI shipped o u t . They wouldn't tell uswhat the secret mission
was and even when we got on the ship to go across they still didn’t tell
uswhat it was. It was supposed to beonlymountainandjungle trained
troops, but it came o u t later that a lot of them were n o t mountain
trained, didn’t know how to fire their weapons, did n o t knowa lot of
things about weapons.
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16 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

Goingover on theship, I m e t ayoung lieutenantwho kept asking
me to go in the machine gunners andI said, “The average life of a
machine gunner is about 20 minutes,” and he said, “Don't pay no
attention to what you hear, that is all hogwash.” Every time I saw him
on the deck hewould keepsaying heneeded meon the machine gun‑
ners.Welanded in India,Wewe n t to this big camp in India and they
organized us into companies, platoons, and squads. Still every time I
would see that lieutenant hewould ask meto beamachine gunner.
One day they called my name and they put me in mor tars and I come
back and that lieutenant looked atmeand said, “Watson, I need you
asa machine gunner,” andI said, “Lieutenant, they put me in mo r ‑
tars,” and hesaid, “If you will beamachine gunner I will take care of
you.” I guess, I don’t know, I just lookedat himandsaid, “I guess I will
bea machinegunnerif that is theway you feel about it.”Then hesaid,
“The nex t time they call you, just call meandI will take care ofi t , ” so
I became amachine gunner. All the training I had had with machine
guns was basic, learning how to assemble and disassemble and fire
them. He wanted me because he knewI at least knew how to do that
and alot of the people didn’t know how to .

I don’t know exactly where we landed in India but it was on the
tip. From therewegot ona little train and rodeall theway across India
to Burma.We rode the train asfar asit w e n t in India and then wegot
off and caught little planes and hedge-hopped over into Burma and
landedat the Myitkyina airport.

The secret mission was to be a member of Merrill’s Marauders.
When I volunteered my company of about 200 people were replace‑
ments for the first Marauders.They had already started on the Burma
Roadand had lost somany people they needed replacements.

Wewen t into anairport that was under fire. The airport had al‑
ready been taken but was still being attacked. Myitkyina itselfhadn't
been taken.Wehad n o t been under fire before and didn’t knowwhat
it was. Wedidn’t have our guns with us, they had been put on the
planeand hadn't been issued to us.Wegot off the plane and took our
packs and dropped them off and wen t back to the plane to get the
weapons and ammunition and wen t back to where we left the packs

Walter Watson 7

and they opened up artillery on us. That was my first experience in
battle. We had our weapons but wedidn’t know who was who. We
were at the airport but we couldn’t see the enemy, we didn’t know
which way to look for them. This was in the jungle. The airport was
just astrip of land where they could land aplane. The Jap’s artillery
was probably several miles away but the front was closer because their
artillery was shooting over their infantry .

I was a farm boy and didn’t really knowwhat war was all about, I
guess I did alot ofpraying. I guess I looked toGod to getmethrough.

After the artillery firing was finished, wew e n t back and they is‑
sued usou r machine guns and ammunition. The idea was to go and
relieve some of the people on the front line because the battle for
Myitkyina was still going on . One company was ahead of usand we
were the second company. ‘The first company had left in the after‑
noon.Wewe n t abouta mileandahalf from the airport andwestopped
and I happened to see an old boy that I knew. I yelled at him and he
came over to talk and [asked himwhere he was going and he said he
was going fora rest and that he sure was glad you guys showed up, we
been having a rough time up here, so-and-so company relieved usup
there andweare going back to rest.

Wesat there that night bythe road,wedidn’t move. Next morning
I saw my buddy Sam coming back. I hollered at him, “Where you
going, Sam?” Hedidn’t say nothing.Hewalked over towhere hecould
talk low to meand said, “We going back to the front lines.” I asked
why. “Those people that relieved us, ninety percent didn’t know how
to load their weapons.” [| said, “You're kidding.” He said, “No, they
didn't know how to shoot the weapons, either, h a l fof them got killed
last night.Weare going back up there to relieve them.” I thought he
was joking. But they pulled usback to the airport and put usto train‑
ing those people how to use weapons. But it was easier than training
themanywhereelse because they knew they hadbetter learnhow.They
studied and they learned over the nex t t w o weeks. There was artillery
fire all the time which was far enough away that you could hear them
once in awhile.

After we trained the other troops, we w e n t up and relieved the
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8 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

troops on the front and w e n t back and regrouped and gota little rest
and then we n t back to the front. Wewere still in the battle for
Myitkyina.Merrill’s Mauraders main function was to free the Burma
Road from the Japs so there would bean inland rou t e for supplies to
China, and the capture ofMyitkyina was important in this mission.

Most of the time when you were on the front line you fired if you
saw somethingmoving.Yes, you hadanofficer and hewould tell you
what target to pu t it on but it was up to the gunner. It was a30 caliber
machine gun. Back then they had air cooled ones which is a light
machinegun.You also hadwater cooled. They shoot the same ammu‑
nition but the wa te r cooled lasted longer because the wa t e r kept the
barrel cooler and it doesn’t warp asbad and that is why it lasts longer.
When I first w e n t up I used awater cooled machine gun, that iswhat
weused mo s t of the time.

When weset up amachine gun, we used abig bomb crater if we
could find one.Wewould dig in on the inside of that. Youwould have
amachine gunner, anassistant gunner, four or fiveammunition guys.
WhenI first w e n t in I was the assistant gunner. When the gunner got
killed, I was the gunner.

It was t w o monthsafter wegot there beforeMyitkyina fell. Before
it fell, wewere fightingday and night,movingupa little bit and then
they would push you back, up and back. You had to have somebody
watchingall the time.Theywould attack day ornight, it didn’t mat ter.
Sometimes they would get behind ou r lines at night.One night there
was abigcommotion about fifty feet from meand I came to find o u t
that one of the Japanese had gotten behind our lines and had gotten
lost and had fallen in aholewith tw o riflemen.

Wewere worn o u t . We didn’t have achange of clothes, we didn’t
have nothing, wedidn’t have nowhere to take abath. If a river was
close by, if we had achance wewould run down to the river with our
clothes on. We had C rations mos t of the time. For awhile we got
water from adugwell but it began to have an odor. Somebody got a
flashlight and looked down into the well and saw adeadJap in it. He
wasn't in the water, though.

The time the gunner got killed they brought in a fresh company

Walter Watson fH)

and the first sergeant came into the crater where the machinegun was
and TLasked what was goingon and he said, “We are going to make an
attack,” and I said, “When you get ready we will open up with the
machine gun and spray that area good,” and he said, “No, n o t this
time, we are going to have an element of surprise. We are going to
walk o u t there across from the island.” I said, “Sarge, that place is full
ofJaps, I think you should spray that before wego o u t there,” and he
said, “No, weare n o t going todo it.” A bunchofsoldiers came and got
in the crater and then they all got o u t andwalked o u t about fifty yards
and the Japs opened up on them. They got pinned down. OFcourse
wecouldn't fire the machineguns because our men were in front of us.
We found aplace where wecould move the machine gun to and we
grabbed it and we ran o u t there and put the machine gun down and
started firing it.They movedupagain and got about fifty yards further
and got pinned down again. This time there was noplace to put the
machine gun and where they were was at the edge of a drop-off like
down ina gulley, and theJaps were in abigwooded area down in that
culley, if they we n t down in there they would pick them off.The gun‑
ner, my buddy, he hada little carbine, he stood up to shoot over the
riflemens’ heads and I hollered at him, “Get down, get down.” You
know, he stood up, you can't do that. He shot t w o or three times. He
finally squatted down and that kindofrelievedmea little bit. I looked
toward the front and then I heard him say, “I’m hit,” and I looked
around and hewas on the ground and so I ran for him. I got to him
and got behind himand got his headonmyshoulder and tried to drag
himback to where the machinegun was. I got about t e n feet back and
his head w e n t limp on my shoulder. When I saw that I looked to see
where hewas hit and hewas hit on his right side and then I saw it had
gone through the other side. I just stepped o u t from under him and
we n t back to the machine gun because no one was on it.The ammu ‑
nition boy had gone for more ammunition, I only had about fifteen
boxes there. I w e n t back on the machinegun, they were holleringfire.

I told the riflemen, “The furtherest one on the left hold up your
hand,” and hedid. I told him, “Pmgoing to open up the machinegun
to your left. I’m n o t gonna hit you. As soon as you see the t racer bul‑
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80 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

lets,you jump andgotoyour right, I won't hityou.” Every fifth round
is a tracer that you can see so you can tell how far the shots are from
you. I had to talk to him for a few minutes. Of course, everybody
would beafraidof amachinegun. I got him towhere hesaid hewould
do it. Iopened up the machinegun and hesaw the tracers andjumped
upand run to his right, and I kept following himwith the machine
gun fire.The machinegunner on the right saw what I was doing. He
couldnt talk to me,wedidn’t haveany communications and hestarted
crossing firewith me in front of the riflemanand wegot all the rifle‑
men back behindwhere the machine guns were. All the area was cov‑
ered bymachinegun firewhen the other machinegun started firing in
front of him. By that time the ammunition carriers had got back. I
had used about all the ammunition I had. Wegot the machine gun
back to the bomb crater where we started from and we got the shot
gunner back in there.

We lost a lot of people in our company. That day about fifty per
cent were either killedorwounded.That was thewhole outfit, not just
my company. I would say about three thousand were in the front line
and 50% were wounded or killed that day. That was the beginningof
the end of the big battle. Starting the nex t day we began to move
forward. Until then it was alittle upanda little back.

A little scare I had once was right after wegot that riflemanback.
Wewere short-handed that night becausewehad lost somany andwe
had to scatter o u t and we took a machine gun squad and me and
another guy w e n t into ahole. He layed down to sleep first. I’mstand‑
ing in the deep hole alongside the road. The weeds in the drainage
ditches were high. I saw the weeds star t shaking. Ofcourse, I thought
it was aJap. It kept coming closer to us. I got a hand grenade and
waited for him to get closer. Then the weeds quit shaking and then it
come upagain. It was amonkey. I had to throw the grenade becauseI
had pulled the pin.When it w e n t off, it woke everybody up and they
started throwing handgrenades too.

‘Two days later we were really moving, then I got wounded. We
hadmoved up to somewoods.A bigricepaddywas on one side. It was
getting dark and westopped for the night and I was setting up the
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machine guns so I could cover the rice paddy. There were big weeds
there so I w e n t o u t to the edge of that ricepaddy and let the weeds be
acover for me.Weset up the machinegun, just dug in enough to have
aplace to get down. I looked around and the riflemenhad their ma‑
chetes o u t cutting the weeds down behind usleaving ussticking o u t
like asore finger. I walked o u t to tell them n o t to cu t the weeds and
the Japs opened up their machine guns and one of the bullets got me.
It got meon the shoulder and across the back and between two bones.
Youcouldn't have laid it in any better.When I got shot, I never thought
about death. I didn’t know where it was a t . Somebody came to help
meand give meha l fadose of morphine and put gauze in it.Werun
back about amile and ahalf where they hadalittleold hospital set up.
I had to goback to the hospital in India and got back in six weeks.

The day after I was wounded Myitkyina fell. It had been the big‑
gest battle in Burma. More troops were involved and more were lost.
We never knew how many Japanese were killed because they would
get rid of them, like the one in the well.

The time I was in the hospital they did a reorganization of the
whole outfit. It wasn’t Merrill’s Marauders any more, they changed it
to the MARSTask Force. I don’t knowwhat MARS was or why they
changed. ‘That's what it was from then on.

Wewe n t on down the Burma Road. The fighting was n o t over.
They were opening the road back up. About 350 miles later it was
open.Weweren't really on the road, the Japs still had it.Wewere out
in the jungles pushing the Japs. They were in the jungles too . They
also had access to the road until they were pushed back. There was
intense fighting going on. It was mountains and jungle and rivers,
depending on where you was at . TheJaps had been in Burma so long
they had had time to dig in, and that made it harder.

There were three major battles after that. Nothing compared to
Myitkyina, though, they would last three or four days and then we
would push them on. Most of the time when wehad amajor battle
like that we'd secure the place and the Chinese would come in and
keep it secure and wewould move on . The roadwas to get supplies to
China.
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It was all mountainsor jungles, dependingonwhere you were.We
just cu t our way through the jungle. Our machineguns disassembled,
and onecarried the tripod, one the barrel and each of the ammunition
guys carried t w o boxes of ammunition, 250 rounds per box. Mules
helped carry them. Of course, we were left open to be fired at when
the machine gun was being moved. We had elephants, t o o , to carry
things, and sometimes we would put them through to make trails.
Our supplies were dropped by parachute, food and everything. The
worse thing I hatedwas crossing the rivers because I wasn’t avery good
swimmer. The hardest thing was getting your things across the river.
The mosquitoes were terrible. I had already had malaria fever and I
was lucky I didn’t get another caseofi t .

Wewound upat the end of the BurmaRoadaboutMarch in 1945.
I fought in Burma about seven months.After wewound up in Burma
wewere shipped on intoChina and trained the Chinese on how to use
American weapons. This was a liaison outfit. This was after the road
was opened up. I’m n o t sure where in China we were. It was little
t owns , I can’t even pronounce them,

The Chinese welcomed us with open arms. We we n t toa little
t o w n t w o days walk from where a jeep could get. They sent eight
Americans there. Six were goingslow, soanother guy and I decidedwe
wouldwalk on ahead.Wegot into this Chinese t o w n and the Chinese
hollered, “Americansoldiers,American soldiers,” and ganging around
usand they took usright to the Chinese headquarters. It was like we
were abigsomebody.

We stayed in China about fiveweeks.While wewere o u t there we
had acook who didn’t know how to cook, hecouldn’t cook nothing.
He wen t and got some chicken and let it spoil. He had some dried
fruit, peaches, apples and things and I asked himwhat hewas going to
dowith them and hesaid hecouldn't do nothingwith them, they all
dried up. I told him they were dried, that’s the way they are supposed
tobe. Hesaid you can't cook nothingwith them, and| asked if hehad
any flour and he said hedid. I told him I could do something with
them if you don’t care and hesaid hedidn't care. SoI started making
dried applepieanddried fruit pie. I learnedfromwatchingmymother.
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I started cooking them things and I couldn’t cook them fast enough.
I kept telling them I was supposed to go home because they were

sending them homebased onpointsand I hadway over enough points
to come home. I never did get anotice.After fiveweeks, the captain in
charge got orders to send t w o guys back.

I talked the captain into lettingmebeone of the evo guys going
back.When I got back to the regimental headquarters I w e n t in to see
the first sergeant to see why I hadn't got orders and he saw me coming
andhestarted cussingmeo u t . I asked himwhy and hesaid, “Youwere
supposed to get here three weeks ago.” I said, “I didn’t get amessage.”
He asked where mystuffwas and I said I didn’t have it , I didn’t know
I was supposed to . He said, “Get back up there and get it, you're sup‑
posed to go home.” It was about fifty miles and I had noway to go. |
hitched aride up there to get my stuffand hieched aride back.When
I got back there were fiveof uswho hadn't come when they were sup‑
posed to . Wefinally got back to India where wewere to beshipped
from.Wecould goby boat or plane. I said, “I’m going byplane,” and
the other guys said, “You may get shot down.” I said, “Look at it this
way, if I go by plane you don't have long to worry about it, if you got
by boat you got thirty days to.” SoI thumbed aplane and landed in
NewYork the day that it was over with theJapanese, n o t the day they
signed but the day they quit fighting.

That would havebeenabout themiddleof August. I was discharged
on the 19th of August, 1945. I had been gone from home over four
years.

It was arough time. I wouldn't wan t to see anybody go through ic,
but for the experience I’mglad I had it and what I did for my country
I'mproud of and I wouldn't take anything for the experience. I would
like to go back and see some of the places I was a t . | know I would
never recognize any of them.

I got apurpleheart,abronze star, aCombat Infantry Badge, three
stars for the threemajor battles afterMyitkyina,anda RupturedDuck
when I was discharged.

When I got home, I started looking for work. I had dropped o u t
of school after the seventh grade and started working on the farm. I
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signed up for the GI bill and learned to bean au t o mechanic. People
had cars but didn’t have money to get them fixed. I wen t to Chicago
andworked for the steel mill. Iwas married then and had t w o kids, I
had married Juanita Webb in 1946.After ten months, I came back
here and still couldn’t find work. I w e n t to Woodville to finish high
school andopeneda little gas station.After the eleventh grade I took a
special test and passed it to finish high school. Then I went back to
Chicago asan oilman in a steel mill and worked there from 1951 to
1981. I started at the lowest job and finished in the highest job asa
foreman. I retired in 1981andwound up back here.My wife died in
1995 and I married Norma Bradford almost four years ago. I have
three children and t w o stepchildren.

Walter Watsonfought in BurmawithMerrill'sMarauders, openingup the
BurmaRoadto China. The history of this roadgoes back to 1937when
Japan invaded China and effectively closed offits seaports. In order to
establish another supply line, Chinese leader ChiangKai-shek ordereda
roadbuiltfromChina through northernBurma (nowMyanmar)toLashio,
which connected to coastal Rangoon by railroad. In 1942, theJapanese
invadedBurma andclosedoffthe road. This left China with a desperate
needfor supplies (Webster D. Burma Road. National Geographic, No‑
vember 2003: 84-103).

In order topush theJapanese out of China, GeneralJoseph Stillwell
felt that the roadshouldbereopenedto supply thepoorly equippedChinese
military. In themeantime, however,flightscarryingsupplies were madeby
flying “The Hump” over the Himalayan Mountains. In addition, U.S
troops built a 500mile roadspurfrom Ledo, India, to connect with the
Burma Road, undergoingextreme hardships to doso.

Since there were no U.S. ground troops in the area, volunteersfrom
the Pacific region and in the states were requestedfor “a dangerous and
hazardous mission,” but, asMr. Watson indicated, many of those who
respondedwerepoorly trained. They were sent to India to betrainedand
placedunder the commandofBrigadier GeneralFrankMerrill. OnFeb‑
ruary24, 1944, theMerrillMaraudersbegantheir way through the jungles

WalterWatson 89

of northeast Burma.After a longandgrueling journey, they accomplished
their objectiveof capturingtheairportat MyitkyniaonMay 17. The force
hadbeen reducedto 1400from theoriginal3000. They thenattemptedto
takeMyitkyina town but were surprisedtoencounter amuch better and
wellequippedJapaneseforce andfellback to the airport andlaidsiege to
Myitkynia. It was at about thispoint that Walter Watson enteredthefray
asa replacement in theMarauders,

The Marauders light infantrymen were no t preparedfor siege war‑
fare. Conditions werepoorandbyMay25 they were losingover 75 men a
day to malaria, dysentery andtyphus. Still, onJune 17 they cu t thesupply
line toMyitkynia, and the cityfell two weeks later toa Chinese contin‑
gent.

In August what remainedof theMarauders, the 475th Infantryand
the Texas NationalGuardwere combinedtoform the MARS Task Force
which continued thefightingdeep in the jungle. In early October they
reachedtheBurmaRoadwhere it connectedwith the LedoRoad. In Janu‑
ary 1945, after the hard jungle andmountainfightingdescribedbyMr.
Watson, theBurmaRoadwasopenedandsuppliescouldbesent intoChina.
For their hardships andaccomplishments, the Marauders were awarded

the prestigious Distin‑
guishedUnit Citation,

calC e n t e rat Michigan.com.
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0. G. MACHEN

I was born in 1927. I w e n t into the military in October of 1943. My
father had to give mepermission since I wasn’t 18.Ac first, hesaid I
couldn't gobut I cried for about for about aweek andhegave consent .
I was the nex t to the oldest boy.Two of uswere in World War IL.

I volunteered for thenavy. I did this becauseI wasn't bigenough to be
asoldier. Iw e n t to the Great Lakes Naval Base for basic training. I took
boot camp there for about fiveweeks. They didn't assign meto anything
special. The military had somany ships and they needed the men. After
weleft boot camp, they would come o u t every morning and tell you to
look at the bulletin board to see where you would beassigned to . | was
lookingat the board acouple of days later and saw myname, and it had
BB63 by my name. I askedwhat kindof assignment was that, and I was
told I was to beon the USSMissouri. One of the sailors told mehow
lucky I was to get that ship, you know. I don't knowwhy they picked me,
I was just lucky, I guess. But they didn’t haveanysailors that weighed over

200 pounds on it. I weighed
105 pounds at the time.
After we shipped o u t , I

was assigned to the number
one boiler. They had eight
boilers.The boiler room I was
assigned to was three decks
below.What I had to do in the
boiler room was to change a
little thing in the boilerabout
the size of a nickel. I had to
change that to make the boiler
hotter if theengineeror officer
got orders to get more speed.
I had to do watch aswell as
work in the boiler room.

I was told that President

0.G. Machen 87

‘Truman had a s ta te room on the boat that had three beds and a wash
bowl that was 24 carat gold. I was also told that there was an expen‑
sive Persian ruggiven by India.Margaret ‘Truman broke the bottle of
champagne on it.

We slept on a canvas c o t heldon to metal pipes by rope,and it had
alittle mattress on it. The co t s were four high, and in one department
wewould have thirty or forty men .

There were nine 16 inch guns and twenty 5 inch guns. The 16
inchguns were 16inches in diameter and they shotashell that weighed
1350 pounds. The 16 inchers were in different places on the ship.
They were on elevated turrets and would swivel. The powder bags
were about the size of a five gallon can and were wrapped in burlap.
Wewere deadly at bombardment at 22miles.Wecould sit at 22miles
and blow up what wewanted to . But each time the biggun was shot,
icwould shorten the range somuch. Say if after you shot 500 rounds,
a repair ship would come alongside and press those rifles o u t and put
new rifles in. The rifles had little grooves inside the barrel. The heat
enlarges the rifle diameter bywearing down the grooves, shortening
the distance they could shoot.

We couldn't go in close in many places because wewould run
aground,Wewould get to about amile and ahalf from the shoreline.
Most of the bombardment would befrom about 10miles.Wewould
bombard mostly at night and drift several miles o u t during the day.
Wealways had ships guarding us. Wewere like abigwhale with little
whales all around to keep someone from coming on and hitting us.
We were real well guarded.

Wedidn’t just shoot, wehad to know what wewere shooting at .
Wehad these helicopters and planes that would spot the enemy for us.
They would give usthe bearing and wewould fire, say at a factory.
Our gun would leaveaholehalfas bigasthis room, maybe.At firstwe
had t w o sea planes to spot for us, and when these got washed off the
ship, they gave ushelicopters.Wegot alot ofbridges and factories and
things like that. The ammunition was stored in a room at the bottom
of the ship. It came up on conveyers, the powder the same way. If we
ran o u t of ammunition, wewould begone for a few days and people
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wonderedwhereweweregoing.Wewere goingfor ammunition.Some‑
times ashipwould bringit o u t to us.They also brought food and fuel.

Youcouldn't standoutsidewhen they were shooting, sowelooked
through portholes.Youwould get the percussion from the firing three
or four decks below.Everybodywore ear plugs.My hearingproblem is
probably caused by the percussions.

I also have asbestosis from beingon the ship. In the engine room,
the vibrations from the guns would cause all the layers of paint to
come off. All the pipes were wrapped in asbestos.

I was on the ship inTokyo BaywhenMacArthurand theJapanese
signed the peace treaty. I was up highand could see the ceremony but
could n o t hear it.

After I got o u t , Iworked in heavy construction in Chicago.Then
I got myown contracting business here and in Chicago, too . Wedid
paving. Lateron, I built the HollywoodShoppingCenter. I amretired
now. My wife Edna andI live in Hollywood.

AsMr.Machen indicated, hewas on the USSMissouri, the lastbattleship
builtandprobably oneofthemostfamousshipsever. Theship was launched
29January 1944at theNew York NavalShipyardin Brooklyn, where it
was christenedbyMargaret Truman. TheMissouri was commissionedon
June 11 1944,

TheMissouriwas 887feet, 3 inches longwith a beam of 108feet, 2
inches. The draft was 37 feet, 9 inches with a displacement of 57, 500
tons. The ship had8 boilers and4 sets of turbines which couldgenerate
212,000 horsepoweranda maximumspeedof 33 knots. The armamen t
includednine 16 inchguns and 20 five inchguns. It held2,500,000
gallons offueloil.

The “BigMo”was chosen byAdmiralWilliam Halsey tobehisflag‑
ship, andit was active in the lastmonthsof thePacificcampaign. On 16
February, it screenedfor Task Force 58 duringair strikes againstJapan,
anditsgunsprovidedsupport on 19 Februaryfor the lwoJima invasion.
Then on 24 March, it began bombardment of the southeastern area of
Okinawa. This drew attention awayfrom the western beaches, which is

0.G. Machen 89

where the invasion oc‑
curredonI April. Theship
also shot downfiveplanes
during the Okinawa
battle. It surviveda severe
s t o rm off the coast o f
Okinawa in early June,
then made muttiple bom‑
bardments against Japan
duringthe summer.

The Missouri is most
famous, however,for what
transpired on its deck on
September 2, 1945. That
was thedate when General
DouglasMacArthurasthe

Supreme Commander of theAlliedPowers andAdmiral Chester Nimitz
asthe UnitedStatesRepresentativealongwith theirJapanese counterparts
signedthe Instrument ofSurrender officiallyendingWorldWar II in the
Pacific. Representativesfrom China, the United Kingdom, the USSR,
Australia, Canada, France, theNetherlands,andNewZealandalsosigned.
Mr.Machen tsproudofthefact that hehadtheprivilegeofservingonthe
shipandbeingpresentat thismomentousoccasion. Perhapshismostprized
possession 1sone of only 5,000 replicas of the USSMissouri.

TheMissouri receivedadditionalfame anda well-deservedhonor on
January 29, 1999, when the USSMissouriMemorial openedat Pearl
Harbor.Since then, theMissourihas been one of thefavoriteattractions in
PearlHarbor.

Note: Theabove information tsfrom battleship.org, hnsa.org(which isthe
HistoricalNaval Ships Association web page), pearl-harbor.com, and
enwikipedia.org.
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CHARLES BRADFORD

I was born in Hollywood,Alabama, onMay281920.Thestory of my
militaryexperiences beginson December 11, 1941,when I was sitting
in the parlor of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity house atAuburn one
Sunday afternoon. I heard that the Japs had attacked Pearl Harbor. I
was asenior taking R.O.T.C.and I knew that upongraduation I would
becalled to active duty. Six months later this did occur.

In the army, I attended many schools and held various jobs until
1944.That summer, the 106thDivision, to which I was assigned, was
on maneuvers in Tennessee. The 106th had t w o claims to fame. One
was that it was highest numbered division in the army, and the other
was that in its first battle it was almost destroyed.

In the summer of ’44, the war seemed to be goingwell in Europe
and the Pacific.Our division was stationed at FortAttebury, Indiana,
and had just finished taking all the tests that were normally given to
units to find o u t if they were ready for combat. In July, the division
receivedorders that all personswho were corporal and belowwould be
taken from the division and sent to the European theater of operations
asreplacements.This was about 60% of o u r total of about 16,000 in
the division. Immediately we received about 8,000 new men. They
hadall signed up for the army air force but the army decided they were

rare

Charles andRuth
Bradfordin 1943
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94 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

excess, reclassified them, and sent them to the 106th.
They were afine,highclass ofyoungmen but their attitude hada

lot to bedesired. One month later, with little training, the division
was ordered to prepare for overseas shipment. Wearrived at the Bos‑
t o n port of embarkation onNovember Ist.Weboarded t w o ships, the
Wakefield,which formerly had been the luxury liner Normandy, and
asmaller ship, the New Amsterdam. There were no escorts for these
ships, since they were fast enough to o u t r u n submarines,We landedat
Liverpool and we n t directly to acamp near Gloucester, England, and
within three weeks had processed our equipment. On December 2nd,
the division departed for SouthHamptonona LST,which can best be
described asa large bathtub about 300 feet long and 50 feet wide. It
had t w o doors that would open in front so troops could get off at a
beach during invasions.

Wecrossed the EnglishChannel.Theships collected outsideof Le
Havre, France, and the nex t day proceeded up the Seine River. ‘The
second night after disembarking, the division was in bivouac just east
of St. Vith, Belgium, in the area between the artillery and the front
lines.That night weexperienced our first real sound ofwar, All night
longweheard artillery shells passing over uson the way to the front
lines of the Germans. I guess I was about asscared asI haveever been,
n o t knowingwhat to expect and always thinking the wors t . Getting
accustomed to combat is a progressive thing-each day you get more
i n t o i t .

That night we received orders that we were to replace the 28th
Division.The division was occupying afront of 27miles. Since there
were three regiments, that meant that each regimentwould defend a9
mile front. Three battalions per regiment mean t that each battalion
would protect three miles, and each of the three companies in each
battalion would defend one mile. What it amounted to was that we
had about one man per 40 feet with no one in reserve. We were told
n o t to worry about this because the war hadsettled down for the win‑
ter and therewould be no largeengagements beforeFebruaryor March.
It was extremely coldwith a temperature of 8 to 10degrees with about
10inches of snow on the ground.

Charles Bradford 99

So on December 11th, the 106th occupied this 27 mile front,
which consistedof abulgeextendingintoGermany.Our infantryhead‑
quarters was in one of the bunkers of the Siegfried Line. I c a n n o t
speak for the infantry, but all was n o t well with the field artillery.
Ammunition was in short supply and what wehad was in many lot
numbers.

Our infantryoccupied the forwardslopeof aridge,somethinglike
abackbone ridge, and the Germans occupied asimilar ridge about a
mileaway. Duringthe following four days thedivision settled in, send‑
ingo u t and receiving the normal numbersofpatrols,establishing our
fire patterns, and improving o u r defensive positions.Through prison‑
ers wecaptured,welearned that wewere beingopposed byunitsmade
up by the German national guard. Wealso noticed that there was an
unusual a m o u n t of m o t o r activity n o t normally associated with this
kind of unit. Beginningabout 12PMand continuingwith increasing
intensity until it reached a climax about 6 PM, wereceived what we
thought was pretty intense artillery barrage, but wehad nothing to
compare it with.

The nex t morning | was with one ofthe frontline infantry compa‑
nies preparing to send o u t apatrol.The patrol left before daylight so
they could cross the open area more easily.They had been gone about
an hour when they were attacked by what appeared a company in
strength. The patrol turned around and the German attacking unit
was caught between t w o forces. We took about 70 prisoners. Along
with the prisoners, we captured orders signed by Marshal Gerd v o n
Rundstedt exhorting the units to do their best, because this was the
battle that would win the war for Germany. We also captured orders
giving the whole battleplan for ou r area.These orders alongwith some
of the higher ranking prisoners were sent to the rear to beevaluated
and interrogated.Wewere made to believe that this was nothingbut a
skirmish and that because of ou r inexperience we were n o t able to
assess the situation properly.

By mid-morning on December 16 the Germans had broken
through the 14th Cavalry Group on our left and the 424th on our
right. By noon , these t w o German outfits had combined forces about
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96 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

tw o miles to our rear and were attackingour artillery,The 422nd and
423rd regiments, which had been cu t off by the Germans, formed a
circle and were told to await further orders. I was with the artillery
battery that supported the 422nd, so I was cu t off, too . By nightfall
the Germans had forced our artillery to retreat. Iewas muddy and
someof the guns could n o t bemovedand had to bedestroyed. Also by
nightfall, the t w o regiments that had been c u t offwere surrounded. I
was the rankingartillery officer,soI collected all the artillerymen.We
cast our lot with the infantry.

Now let usgo to the 18th of December.The Ist battalion of the
422nd Infantry dug in onaridge.We, the 422nd, had no food and
were completely c u t off. ‘The German artillery would just pull o u t in
the open and fire at usat will. Three days later, on the 20th, about 3
PM, the battalion received anorder byradio tomove to the vicinity of
Schoenberg and attack the town at daybreak the nex t morning. The
orders said that an armored battalion would be there to help. The
422nd left their prepared positions and with much difficulty arrived
about 2 AM one mile from Schoenberg. At daylight, the 422nd a t ‑
tacked the t o w n only to find that the t own was occupied by an ar‑
mored unit of the 2nd SSPanzer division, and noarmored showed up
to help. It was almost asuicide mission, and we later thought the or ‑
ders to attack came from the Germans.

Finally, the Germans stopped shooting and asked if the group
wanted to surrender. Most did, but asmall group just walked away in
the fog. About 30of us, mostly artillery, began todig in and wait for
the Germans to look usup. I canno t tell you howhungrywewere.We
hadhad very little to eat in fivedays.Wehadonly slept standingupor
sitting, and wewere frustrated, confused, and, I guess, just trying to
survive. The foxhole I dug that day was with an entrenching shovel
because I could n o t pick up awhole shovelful of dirt. Someone had
killed acow and wetried to dress it sowecould cook some meat .

Meanwhile, the 422nd was packed into an area of less than t w o
square miles. They were sitting ducks, and the Germans fired into
them at will. They had no defense and were taking more and more
casualties. The 423rd was in asimilar situation. When weheard that

Charles Bradford 97

Colonel Descheneaus,commander of the 422nd had surrendered, we
had to make adecision whether to surrender aswell. Wedid n o t have
to follow his orders since wewere actually artillery, n o t infantry.We
had with us three jeeps with trailers and were guarding 15German
prisoners.We decided that wewould leave o u r dug-in positions and
try to find the 423rd Regiment because wehad heard they were still
operational. At that time,wedid n o t know that the 423rd hadalready
surrendered.

Wepulled o u t and traveled amileand came toa littlevillage and a
fork in the road.Wetook the fork to the right,and aswetopped ahill
artillery started firing at us. Weturned around and we n t back to the
village and tried the other road, traveled avery short distance and ran
into aminefield.Wewen t back to the village and parked ona little
bridge crossingacreek.Wewere beingfiredon from one of the houses
in the village.

At the age of24 , on the afternoon ofDecember 20, 1944, [ had to
make one of the hardest decisions of my life. Just 10 days after we
arrived in Belgium, it all ended on abridge in asnow covered village,
about t w o miles from Schonberg.Weknew that wehaddone about all
that wecould and decided to surrender to the prisoners we had with
us. I disassembled my pistol. I had all my clotheswith me,so I opened
my footlocker, put ahand grenade in it, pulled o u t the pin, and low‑
ered the top on the grenade handleand closed the lidsothat whenever
someone opened it the grenade would go off. That is the way it hap‑
pened to me.

We were taken to a small village that night and put in a cemetery
with arockwall around it.There were some things I especiallywanted
to keep, such asmy watch and myAuburn ring. I put them in my
underwear sothat theywould bebetweenmy legs. I hadabout 40,000
Belgian francs that I put in the secret compartment of my billfold.We
had been told that ifwewere able to escape, the moneywould come in
handy, I hadapair ofgloves that I valued very much. I wore one of the
gloves and put the other inside my clothes. This did n o t work. A sol‑
dier saw the glove and asked for it. He also wanted the other one. He
told mehewould kill meif 1didi’t give it up.This I did. I did manage
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to keep the watch, ring and money until I was liberated.
Then for t w o days they marched ustoward Germany.A friend of

mine had managed to keep a pound box of sugar, and the four of us
lived the ne x t t w o days eating that. On the night of December 23rd,
wewere loadedinto boxcars andmovedto the railroadyards atKoblenz.
There was a BritishAir Corps sergeant in our car who had been cap‑
turedwhilevisiting his brother.Just after darkweheardplanesdirectly
above us, and the airman told uswewere in trouble. What wehad
seen was aBritish pathfinder plane marking the target for the British
bombers.The raid lasted for what seemed likeaneternity. I haveoften
said since then that movie makers can imitate almost anything, but
their imitation of a falling bomb isnothinglike the real thing. Part of
the roofof the boxcar was blown offalongwith one ofi t s doors. We
could have gotten ou t , but wedecided it would bebest to stay where
wewere. I understand that 57 POWswere killed that night.

On the night of the 24th, late in the afternoon, wearrived in the
t o w n of Bad Orb and were walked up a longhill. On top was apris‑
oner of war camp.This was Christmas Eve,and aswewalked past the
German homes the smell of sauerkraut filled the air. I never know it
could smell sogood.

The first night at Bad Orb wecouldn't sleep, it was t oo cold and
wewere t o o hungry. Soto pass the time away wewould sit in groups
and eachwould gointo great detail aboutwhat hewould eat if hewere
at home for Christmas Eve.

Westayed at BadOrb about aweek. The officerswere shipped o u t
and separated from the enlisted men. I and the other officerswere put
into boxcars to go to Hammelburg. The trip took five days. In the
book “The Raid” (by Richard Barron, Abe Baum and Richard
Coldhurst) the conditions in the boxcar are described. “The men had
to stand the entire journey andsleep standing up.There was anopen‑
ingat each end of the boxcar for relieving themselves. They defecated
in their helmets and passed them hand-over-hand to one of the sol‑
diers at these openings for emptying.The steel boxcar was socold that
ifa man put his hand against the metal heleft skin behind.”

However, Hammelburgwas n o t all that bad, at least when com ‑

VNATIVS DIGQUINTU

pared to the boxcar.Wewere allowed to take ashower once. Wewere
housed in large rooms, about forty to a room. We slept in wooded
triple-decker beds with excelsior or straw in them. Sleep was ravaged
by the infestationoffleas, lice and bedbugs.Wewould wake up each
morningwithwhelps on our hands, face and neck,When it was warm
cnough to sit outside in the sun, bugs would crawl o u t ofour clothes
and up to ou r neck.The cold was terrible andwewould sleep t w o t o a
bunk to keep warm. Weprimarily had tw o meals aday such asawa‑
tery soup of dehydrated rutabagaswith worms floating in it, and occa‑
sionally wewould have some horsemeat. Once adaya piece of bread
was made from potato flour, acetic acid and sawdust.

Asmany asfive times aday wewould have anappell,which was a
formation oft he prisoners. Duringthis time, dead POWswere carried
in crude wooden caskets between rows of soldiers on the way to the
burial ground. Usually, 20 to 40 would die each week from exposure
or malnutrition.

In the same camp, ina compound n e x t to ours, were about 1,000
Serbian officers.When Hitler marched into their country he told the
Serbs that hehad nothingagainst them and that they should gohome
and live anormal life.When hehad them all disorganized herounded
them up and put them in prison. At dark the German guards left the
interiorof the camp and the Serbs took charge.Theywould come over
to ou r compound to visit us.Wewould talk andsometimes play bridge.
They always seemed to win.

Two of the Serbs, Leon Mitec and Drogimier Standkorich, be‑
came friends of mine. Wecorresponded after the war. Because of our
relationship,I was investigatedbythe FBIasbeing acommunist agent.
‘Thewell-being of my three friends and mewas enhanced byour rela‑
tionship with the Serbs.They hadbeen in prison for acouple ofyears.
They were n o t only allowed to receive packages from home, they were
receivingRedCross parcels regularly.Also, there were enlisted men in
the campwith themwho were allowed to work on the farms, and they
would bring food back to them.This food they shared with us. Leon
worked in the camp hospital and brought medicine back to mewhen
I was sick.
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Our camp was commanded by aColonel Good who was the se‑
niorAmerican officer.The colonel always carried abagpipe and I of‑
t e n wondered why. One day I found o u t that the bagpipe contained a
radio, and each day wegot the news from the radio in the bagpipe.

Thesecond in command was aman by the name of ColonelWaters
who just happened to bethe son-in-law of General Patton.On the night
of 25March 1945,General Pattongaveorders that atask forcebeformed
for the purpose of going60 miles into Germany and bringback his son ‑
in-law.The book “The Raid” is about the preparation and execution of
this exercise.The task forcewasmadeup of 250soldierswho brokethrough
the front lines about midnight and on the afternoon of the second day
arrived at the camp.The task force was commanded bya Ist licutenant,
but in the force was a major with his own jeep. The major was there
because he knew Colonel Waters personally and was sent only to recog‑
nize him and bring him back. Colonel Waters was injured during the
battleand was taken back to the camp.

About dark the campwas liberatedand theprisonerswere assembled
in aparadeground outside the camp.Then wewere told that the task
force was supposed to received fuel and ammunition by air drop but
had received none. They were o u t of fuel and ammunition, c u t off,
and had no way to get back. The lieutenant said wecould fight ou r
way o u t with them,wecould goback to camp, orwecould take off on
ou r own. There was some shooting back at the camp, andwefigured
they were rounding up all the prisoners they could find and shooting
them.

Sofellow officers Cox, Crowley, Clousson and I took off on ou r
own.Weheadedwest generally in the direction of the front andwalked
all night.About daybreak wereached the Mainz River.We looked for
a crossing without any success. At daybreak we took off our clothes
and waded in aneffort to cross the river. Just aswedid wewere chal‑
lenged by someone from the other bank, so we walked back up the
bank.We worked our way down the river looking for a crossing for
three days and nights. During the days wewould hide in the woods
because the days were particularly dangerous. The Germans came to
the forest to c u t wood, and there were boys with their riflesand dogs
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who came into the woods each day to hunt for escaped prisoners.
Food became aproblem.Wehad none with us, and wewere so

weak that we could walk only ashort distance at a time. Wewould
gather from the fields something at night that looked like alfalfa.We
would build a fire at daybreak while the haze was still close to the
groundandboil and eat the plants.Eachfarm hadpilesof what looked
like large beets which were boiled and fed to the hogs.Wewould steal
some of this and ea t it raw. I don’t remember what it tasted like but 1
do remember it made ou r mouth break o u t .

By the fourth night wem u s t have been getting close to the front
linesbecausewer a nsmack intoaGermanengineeringcompany build‑
inga roadblock.Wewere taken prisoner once more and were walked
back to Hammelburg and loaded on a train and sent to Nurenburg.
Wearrived there onEasterSunday morning,and they marchedust o a
prison camp just outside of t own . The camp was asports plaza where
Hitler had made many of his speeches.

After a few days they began to march ussouth toward Munich. It
became apparent that they were trying to get all the officer prisoners
together, probably to hold ashostages.Wewould walk during the day
and sleep in barns at night. We were n o w guarded by the national
guard, the older people who didn’t have much interest in the war. We
felt fairly safe aslongaswewere in their hands.Wewere on the road
for about 30 days to the t o w n of Moosburgand put in aprison camp.
Wewere soon liberated by Patton's third army.

I shall never forget the first day wewere liberated. For six months
I had dreamed of eating hot cakes and bacon.That night a mess ser‑
geant heardabout this andmade some for me. Late somuch I couldn't
walk home.They had to carry me ina jeep. When I passed through
the hospital in France on the way home, I weight 105 pounds. We
boarded aship in Le Havre, France, and I discovered the mos t won ‑
derful stufFin theworld-food.The ship served t w o meals aday, break‑
fast from 6 until 10and dinner from 2 until 6. Well, I a te breakfast at
6and 10anddinner at 2and6.WhenJarrived in the states, |weighed
a respectable 135 pounds. A bigcrowd was waiting for me in Holly‑
wood when I returned home.
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I had married RuthMoody of Larkinsville in 1943. She died in
2000. Wehad t w o children. In 1956 I bought aninterest in a tractor
company and helped operate it until I retired in 1985.

Back in the nineties, Ruthand I w e n t to Germany, and I visited some
of the places from the war. As aPOWI had spent time in three prison
camps but decided to visit only the one in Hammelburg, which is
where the attempt was made to liberateColonelWaters.Wedrove up
the hill and assoon aswe reached the top I was able to recognize the
group of buildings that were used to house the prisoners. It is still a
military base but isnow used for NATO training.The Sergeant of the
Guard escorted usthrough the facility. The buildings had been re‑
worked but still lookedsomewhat the same. I was also able to find the
large roomI hadsharedwith 30otherAmerican officers.The Sergeant
took us to the camp museum where we found pictures of the camp
personnel, and I was able to recognize mo s t of them. I also found the
church just across thewoods wherewehid atnight after the four ofus
decided n o t to re tu rn to the prison camp.

We then wen t to the small t o w n of Andler for a special reason.
During the war, aGerman family, the Peter Maraites, in Andler had
befriended Eric FisherWood, a true war hero (he was written up in
The Saturday Evening Post on December 20, 1947) who was avery
close friend of mine. Peter was dead and his wife was in the hospital
butwebondedwith the family who now lived in their old house, and
wehad to tear ourselves from their embraces when we left.

Next we drove to the ridge that had been our forward position
when the Battle of the Bulge began. It is something like Backbone
Ridge here in Scottsboro except n o t quite assteep and much higher.
About t w o miles east was the ridge occupied by the Germans. Aswe
drove along the top of the ridge, I could find generally where our
observation post was. The panoramic view looked almost exactly asit
did then. It appeared n o t to havechanged at all. During the Battle,we
left these positions andmovedsome three miles to our rightandgath‑
ered on the highest hill in the vicinity, prior to attempting to capture
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the t o w n of Schoenburg. I was able to find the same roadwehad used
during the war and follow the road to the bottomoft he hill. I found a
small creek with abridge across it-the same bridge I was standing on
when I surrendered.

I have never been proud of beingaprisoner of war, and somehow
I had never been able to resolve to mysatisfaction that I did surrender.
Buc that night when weleft BelgiumI finally felt an inner peace that
had evaded methrough all those years.

(Note: Theabove information is taken from memoirs written byCharles
Bradford. The information below about the Battle of the Bulge isfrom
MillerFT.History ofWorldWarTwo:Armed ServicesMemorial Edi‑
tion. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; UniversalBookandBibleHouse; 788‑
797.)

TheBattleof the Bulgewas Germanys lastattempt to come back from
theAllied victories in Europe. It was December, snow was in the air, and
the ground was frozen. The Americans, as indicated by Mr. Bradford,
assumed the war would slow down somewhat until the worst of winter
was over, but the Germans had other ideas. The German commander,
FieldMarshalGerd von Rundstedt, hadaligneda largeforce alonga 50
mile line in very western Germany, stretchingfrom Monschau Forest to
Trier. On December 16, 1944, von Rundstedtordered localattacks along
the entire line. These were diversions, however, because the main force
struck in the area ofSt. Vith, Belgium, a vital roadjunction.

Within 2 days, the Germans hadpenetrated deeply, controlling an
area 12miles deep and20 miles wide. It was duringthis earliestphaseof
the battlethat CharlesBradfordwassurroundedandcut off, OnDecem‑
ber 18, the Germans openeda criticalphase of the battle, threatening to
isolateanddestroy allthe IstArmy andpartof the 9thalongwith cutting
offall the Britishforces, which werefurther north. They were eyeing the
3,000,000gallon ofgasoline theAmericans hadstored infivegallon con‑
tainers near the lines,gasoline that the Germans desperately needed. How‑
ever, asthe Americans evacuatedthreatenedareas, they leftwith columns
andcolumns of trucks loadedwith the containers.
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The Americans badly
neededreinforcements,and
until Patton’s tanks and
other troop arrived, they
used al l available arms,
particular bombs dropped
bytheirplanes, even though
theweather was cloudy. But
after afew days, the entire
Alliedlinewas indangerof
being eliminated, and the
Germans reachedasfar as
50 milesintoBelgium. The
Germans had counted on
badweather to hinder USfirepower, and to some extent it did. On the 20th, though, the weather

clearedandtheplanes couldcome ou t in fullforce.
Patton’divisionarrivedonthe22nd, andtheAmericans went on the

attack. Underpressureandwithoutadequatesuppliesofgasoline, the Ger‑
mans began towithdraw. TheBulgebecameaconfusingpictureofattacks
andcounterattacks, but onNew Years day of 1945, the Germans trieda
desperate move at the Americans but were blunted. By January 6, the
Americans were back on the offense, andthe Germans no longerhadthe
power to moun t an effective counterpunch. OnJanuary, theAllies cut off
the Germans in the bulgefrom their comrades in Germany itself,Andon
January 29, they broke back into Germanyfrom the “bulge,” which was
the beginningof the endfor the Germans. In the Battleof the Bulge, the
Americans had over 40,000 casualties and the Germans lost 20 of 24
divisions.
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HOUSTON KENNAMER

I was born March 12, 1920. I
lived in the Woodville area and
w e n t to Woodville High School.
I w e n t to JacksonvilleStateTeach‑
ers College for t w o years, got a
class D teaching certificate and
taught for t w o years in 1941and
1942 ata little t w o teacher school
on Cumberland Mountain.

I was drafted in 1942.School
was over one Friday andI left
Scottsboro from in front of the
old Hodgesdrugstoreonabus the ”
n e x t Friday. We w e n t to Fort
McClellan where wewere inducted into the service and given some
tests, aptitude tests if you will. They didn’t ask uswhat branch of ser‑
vice wewanted to bein, but they p u t usin different services depend‑
ingon those tests. As a result, I was assigned to the Army Air Force.

We took our basic training at Biloxi Army Air Base. Our basic
training was like you see in the movies, with drills and all of those
things. Wew e n t o u t on hikes for a few miles and then when wegot
back to about halfa mile from the basewehad to do double time, we
had to r un you mightsay. It was summer andsometimes wehad to put
on our gas masks and those things would almost smother meto death.
I also learned how to usea rifle there. I was assigned to the 66th Air‑
drome squadron, which is the ground force of the army air force.

My designation was asan airplane and engine mechanic. Some‑
time that fall wewe n t to California to Lockheed Factory School for
mechanic training. After that, wewere sent down to San Diego and
serviced planes that were flyingcoverage for the navy. We were there
for several months, living in a hangar. We did go o u t on the Mojave
Desert on some maneuvers, that is some deserty place.
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After that, wegot onatrain and traveled up through California to
PortlandArmyAir Base, andwestayed there anumberofmonths.We
were servicing planes. At that time, wewere shipping some planes to
Russia across the straits.

After Portland,wespenta little time in Pierre, North Dakota, then
took atrain to NewYork City.Wedidn't get to visit any there, wejus t sat
ona pier andwaited on aship.Wewen t to Englandon the Queen Eliza‑
beth,which isahugeship,over one thousand feet long.Therewere 17,000
boys on the ship. They were sleeping on the deck and everywhere. Our
outfit drew KPand weonly served two meals aday. Wehad somany
peoplewecouldn’ get them all though the mess hall.

We wen t to Braintree, which is a suburb of London, at an army air
base. I was still anairplane mechanic,andwecoulddowork on the body
aswell astheengine.Wewereworkingonaircraft used for flyingmissions
over Germany and France.We sent o u t planes by the hundreds. If they
were going to bomba place, a few days before they would drop leaflets
there, and if the people there thought much about their life, they would
get ou t .Theywould start atone end and goto the other end, it would be
saturation bombing.The planeswould drop 500 poundbombs solid and
there wouldn't beanything left of the town .

Being at the airfield, we would go o u t and begin counting the
planes to see howmany did n o t come back. A lot of planes were shot
down. If wewere expecting German opposition, wewould send o u t
escorts. One ofthese was the P51which was a single engine planeand
was very fast for that time.The bomberswere B17s primarily.Wealso
had P38s which were twin engine fighter planes that had anAllison
straight line engine like in acar. Most of our planes had props and
radial m o t o r s . I didn’t knowmany o f the pilots.

This was in about 1943. I was aware that there was going to bean
invasion. You just had to look around, it was n o t a secret. You could
see from all the materiel that there was going to bean invasion. It just
amazes me to think how we in the UnitedStates built all the bactle‑
ships, landing craft, airplanes, tanks, guns and things for the war in
such ashort time.

We were at Braintree until the invasion. The Germans were still

Houston Kennamer

bombing London while wewere there. I havea little incident about
that. Another boy and I got a forty eight hour pass and wen t up to
Edinburgh, Scotland. During the time wewere gone, the Germans
bombed our barracks and we lost eight boys in the bombing. It was
just fortunate that I was away on leave.The thing that was beginning
to happen prior to the invasion was that the Germans had what they
called a buzz bomb, which was a little rocket that had just somuch
fuel in it.When it ran o u t , it fell, and it was programmed to hit Lon‑
don. It didn’t haveapilot.That was the nearest thing to jet propulsion
we had ever heard of.

During the buildup just before the invasion, the area was covered
with troops and equipment and wewere aware the invasionwould be
very soon.Wedid n o t knowhow soon. But on the morningofJune6,
1944, the first wave hit the beach at Normandy.Weimmediately got
ona boat.The boatswere LCTs,which hauled tanks, and LCIs,which
hauled Gls. They were basically flat-bottomed raft-like boats that let
the front down and you ran to the beach if you didn’t get shot down.

I think wew e n t down the river from Braintreeand then got on the
LCI. Wedidn’t know where wewere going, we just knew wewere
going across the channel. [ was struck with awe. I thought wewere
going with battleships and everything around us for protection, but
we only hada little cabin cruiser with a flagship that led o u r outfit
across the English Channel. While wewere crossing, | was scared to
death. My knees were knocking together. I fa fellow says hehas never
been scared, hehasn't been in the right place. Everybodyelsewas scared
to death, t oo .

It didn’t take long to get across the Channel. It got so rough they
decided n o t to let usoff the evening of the sixth. We sat on our little
boat off the beach a little ways until the ne x t morning. Bombs were
dropping everywhere and I remember seeing the battleship Texas. It
was huge sitting o u t in the channel blasting the beachhead.We could
see other LCIs getting hit all around us. Wewere all seasick enough
to die.We were soseasick, and ] am serious, we didn’t carewhether we
lived or died, it was sobad.

The n e x t morning, which was the seventh of June, we wen t to
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dock. Our boat did n o t get involved in the obstacles the Germans had
pu t up in the water near the beach.They had all kinds of things that
would hang up the boats and deter the landing.Wedidn’t dock right
at the beach, though, because the pilotswere afraid toget soclose they
couldn't back o u t , sowewalked. I remember it distinctly.Wewalked
o f fin water up to our necks, carrying all the supplies wehad to live
with for days.

We w e n t ashore at Omaha Beach. I didn’t see many dead Ameri‑
cans, they had cleaned the place up pretty good by the time we got
there.Wewere told that wewere to go to the top of the embankment,
dig in and stay put . That was the steepest place. We were drenched
with sea wa te r which weighed I don’t know how much and you had
your backpack and your rifle, you could hardlywalk up it. Buc I got to
the top. Wehad alittlearmy pick and shovel in ou r backpacks,and we
were ordered to dig a foxhole and get in ir. I thought that was the
hardest dirt I hadever tried to dig in.The first nightmy foxholewasn't
deep enough and the nex t day I w e n t deeper.

Wewere fairly secure in the areawherewewere butyou could hear
the fightinggoing onall around us. The Germans had caves and the
guns on our ships would knock one o u t and then o u t would roll an‑
other, it was just repetitious.The first night, though, word got o u t that
the Germans had dropped chemical gas and it was expected to get to
the beach. Jslept in my gas maskall night and it didn’t bothermeat all
like it had in training exercises. It didn’t smother me or anything.Situ‑
ations change and your attitude changes.

Our job was to service airplanes assoon aswewere in asituation
when wecould. The engineers built an air strip right on the beach. It
didn’t take them longtobuild it.They laiddownwire m a t for them to
landon.The fighterplaneswould flyamissionand landandwewould
do any repairs. This is pretty much what we did as the front lines
moved inland.They would build another strip right behind the lines
and then wewould move up and service the planes.Theway we t r a y ‑

eled was in a truck, like a dump truck you see around here, with a
canvas cover on top. There were bench-like seats on each side of the
bed that would fold upor let down.

Houston Kennamer 109

Weeventually got to Paris, but it took usabout six months to get
there. Wewe n t through a lot of places on the way. Wekept on up
behind the lines asthe lines kept moving up. We saw one t o w n that
had been blown off the map, so to speak. In another place, General
George Patton had come up from the south and his outfit was sta ‑
tioned right around fromwhere wewere. Bythe timewegot towhere
the air fields had been constructed, the area was fairly secure ,

We slept in little tents. I remember once we were in the Argonne
Forest, it m u s t have been in the winter of 1944/1945.Wehada six
man ten t pitched and it was snowing and wehad these little foldup
co t s and army blankets. I remember that for aweek or more there was
snow on the leaves under ou r ten t , soyou can imaginewedidn’t have
any heat on or anything. Our food was C-rations. Wedidn’t clean up
much. You got some wa te r in your helmet and that was your wash
basin. It didn’t take asmuchbathing thenasnow toget by. I’vethought
about this a lots of times, howwedid anything really.

When wedid get to Paris, they put usstaying in ahotel, the Cha‑
teau, I believe, and we were still servicing planes. New replacement
planes would be flown over to Paris where we sen t them on to where
they were needed. Our outfit didn’t have any pilots of ou r own , but
there were what we called ferry pilots who flew the planes to where
they were needed. I was a line sergeant, and I would have to jump on
the wingof the fighter planeand show the ferry pilot how to crank it.
I would shake myhead and ask myself how hewas going to fly it if he
didn’t even know how to sta r t it. They might bein aP51 or a47 or
whatever to take to the squadron. It’s likegetting into anew car today.
You might n o t knowwhich button to push to get it started, but they
were good pilots.

In Paris, you carried your rifle on your shoulder everywhere you
went . When we we n t in somewhere to eat we would lay our rifles
down on the table. It would scare the waitresses to death. We didn’t
haveany breaks until wegot to Paris,andwedid haveachance to visit
around different places while wewere there. Versailles was abeautiful
place. I’ve been in the Eiffel Tower and eaten in a restaurant there. I
also saw some of the cathedrals. I was amazed there and also in Lon‑
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don at the churches, how at that point in time did they build such
beautiful ones. Our bombers made every effort n o t to bomb them.
The architectural structure was amazing to this old country boy.

We were in Paris for several months. I was there when the Ger‑
mans surrendered, and we felt really good. When weleft from Paris,
wewen t to Marseilles and then on the MediterraneanSea. They were
getting ready to invadeJapan and all ou r stuff had been shipped to go
there.Wewere all praying,sotospeak, that theywould drop the bombs
and wewouldn't have to go, because wethought wewere on our way
there. Wewere about t w o or three days o u t in the Atlantic and then
they told uswe were going to the states andyou don’t knowhowhappy
all of us were.

After we got to the states, we wen t to pick up our pass for a fur‑
lough home. I didn’t have one and I wondered what in the world was
the ma t t e r. So I wanted to knowwhy, and they said they were c o u n t ‑
ing the points and that I may begettingadischarge. Points depended
on your length of service and where you had been. Sure enough, |
w e n t up the n e x t day, and I was discharged before I even knew it. Ihad
about seventy points, which was enough. I wasn’t disappointed at all.
All ou r supplies and all my personal things had been shipped on, so I
got homewith onlywhat I carried onmyback, soto speak. I never did
think about making the military acareer.

I got o u t in September of 1945and taught in a t w o teacher school
in Facklerand finishedo u t the school year. RoseThompson and I got
marriedduringAEA vacation that school year. The n e x t year I caught
junior high EnglishatWoodville, then I taught aGI training class on
farming. Eventually I bought several farms and entered politics. I was
elected to the county commission for five terms and served aschair‑
man for three. Rose and I have tw o children.

I received the European Theater of Operations Service Ribbon
with Three Combat Stars, aGood Conduct Medal, and aWorldWar
‘TwoVictory Medal.

HoustonKennamerparticipatedin theNormandy Invasionwhich began

HoustonKennamer lll

onJune6, 1944,Planningfor
theoperationhadbegun in the
summer of 1942 but had to
bedelayedfor several tactical
reasons. By late summer of
1943, however, detailedplan‑
ninghadbeen completedand
significant materielandper‑
sonnel were already in En‑
gland.

General Dwight
Eisenhower, the Supreme
Commander, hadgiven orders
for the invasion to begin on
June5, but inclementweather
postponed it for a day, Before
the beachinvasionbegan, air‑

borne troops were landedbehindGerman linesandbombers droppedtons
of explosiveson the enemysdefenses. Meanwhile, crossingthe EnglishChan‑
nel were 7,000 warships andamphibious craftprotectedbyhundreds of
antisubmarine escorts andpatrolplanes.

The 50 mile landingarea was divided intofive beaches-Utah and
Omaha, assignedto theAmericans, andGold,Juno andSword, assigned
to theBritish-ledEastern lask Force. The landingat UtahBeachbeganat
0530 and went pretty much according toplan asthe U.S. 4th Division
advanced rapidly, The landingat Omaha, however, was much thornier.
Underwater obstacles bottledup the landingcraft, makingthem easy tar ‑
getsfor the Germans, andit was noon before the 1st and29th Divisions
crossedthe beach in significant numbers. Meanwhile, the Britishlandings
proceededfairly smoothly. Almost 133,000Allied troops landedon these
fivebeaches at Normandyon D-Day, andthe casualties duringthe land‑
ingprocess totaled 10,000.

ByJune 10, the beachesweresafelysecuredandthe invasionforces had
fought their way inland,andbyJune 11 hadestablishedair baseson these
beaches (Mr. Kennamer’sjob was to help service theseplanes). This was
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important because it allowedAlliedsupplyplanes to landandtake-offin
Franceinsteadof in England,freeingupEnglishbases tobeusedforbombing
over Germany. ByJune30, about 850,000 men, 148,000vehicles, and
570,000 tons of supplies hadlandedat Normandy.After heavyfighting,
theAllies were establishedenough in Normandy byJuly 25 to begin the
liberationof France, in whichMr. Kennamerparticipated.

Note: Referencesfor the above discussion of the NormandyInvasionare
1)www. history.navy.mil
2) http:/howw.eisenhowerarchives.gov
3) Miller FT: History of World War Two: Armed Services Memorial
Edition.Philadelphia, PA: UniversalBook andBibleHouse; 1945.
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WALTER PROCTOR

I was born in Scottsboro. My father had a farm here. | wen t in the
service in Novemberof 1942. I was twenty years old at the time. I had
spent one springand fall t e r m atJacksonville StateTeachers College. I
wanted to go in the army but waited until I was drafted. Most of my
friends had already volunteered and gone. My father wanted me to
stay and help him on the farm.

I was sworn into the army at Fort McClellan on the eleventh of
November. I w e n t home for a week and then reported to Fort
McPherson in Georgia. From there we loaded on a train and we n t to
Camp Adair in Oregon. It was close to the coast and it stayed cloudy
and foggy all winter long. I was there from November to July. I was in
the 104th Infantry Division.Wehad the head of aw o l fonour shoul‑
der, and we called ourselves the Timber Wolves. I was in the 929th
battalion, ABattery. This was a light artillery unit firing a 105 mm
howitzer.

All the sergeants were acadre fromanother unit,and they were the
ones who trained us.
Basic training involves
getting into good
physicalshape.Wedid
obstacle courses and
chin ups and we did
piggyback. This is
when you carry a n ‑
other soldier piggy‑
back. Once I had one
on my back who
weighed 175 pounds
and I just weighed 140
but I got him back all
right. I had it pretty
easy on the exercises.
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14 FIGHTINGTHE JUSTWAR

Wehad aplatformandI got to be the demonstrator on the platform,
likeonone you do this and on t w o you that and soon. Then I would
help the leader to see if everybody was doing it right.Then whenever
wehad payday I'dgoget the money with another guy. I had aloaded
rifle, and they said if anybody tried to steal the money, I had to shoot
them. I don’t know whether I would have or n o t , I probably would
have had tried to catch him. I had gone in asaprivate and then got
promoted to private first class, but that didn’t keep mefrom standing
guard or o u t of KP, soI worked hard and made corporal.

We w e n t across the mountains into the Idaho desert where we
trained, often at night, since wewere going to be night fighters. I
didn’t volunteer to do this, that iswhat the whole division did.This is
where I was made gunner corporal on the 105 howitzer.The gunner
aims the howitzer. I had aPFCwho pulled the lanyard and shot the
shells.There was asight on the howitzer and you shot indirectly mo s t
of the time. You couldn't see what you were shooting at sofire direc‑
tion had to figure o u t the elevation to get the target which may be
several miles away.We could shoot seven miles but we shot only a few
miles mo s t oft h e time.

After our basic trainingwas over, wetook atrain through the moun ‑
tains intoCalifornia andon intoArizona to dosome more desert train‑
ing.Weslept under the stars with the rattlesnakes.Wewere at Blythe,
Arizona, and we got to go to Phoenix one time on the weekend. We
stayed and trained in Arizona for a long time. Since wewere doing
desert training,wethoughtwewould begoing toNorthAfrica, which
iswhere the desert fightingwas. Wefiguredwewould mee t Rommel
over there. But by the time wegot our training, that part of the war
W a s over.

Thenwewent to Camp Carson in Colorado Springs in the springof
1944.Fromthere, we went to NewYork andcaught ashipoverseas. It was
a troop ship and had thousands on it. It was part of aconvoy of 56 ships.
Wewouldgozig-zaggingandatnightbecauseof theGermansubmarines.
Earlieron theywould send just one ship but the Wolf Pack,which iswhat
the German subs were called,would get them.

On the boat,weslept on layers ofcanvas where you just slipped in
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under the n e x t guy, and this wen t almost up to the ceiling.Wewere on
the Edeck way down belowwa te r level deep in the ship and it felt like
wewere going in circles. Everybodygot seasick and I laughedat them,
but it caught up with meafter t w o or three days.

Wewe n t directly to Cherbourgandwere the first troops to land in
France insteadof going to England first.Wegot there in lateAugust or
early September of 1944. D-Day had happened on June 6. The Ger‑
mans had already been pushed back toward the Germany border so
they made truck drivers o u t of our outfit.Three of usdrove t w o trucks
night andday supplyingPatton’sarmy.Wewould loadupatthe beach,
you might have food, clothes, ammunition or whatever.Wewe n t ina
little convoy with a jeep with a radio in front and awrecker behind.
The wrecker was for if atruck quit. We could hear the bigguns and
got strafed a few times.

Our biggest problem astruck drivers was the Frenchpeople.They
would killyou for what you hadon the truck.Wehad loadedcarbines,
and if you got stranded, we had been told to stay with the truck and
they would send back for you. The wrecker could only pull one, so
you just had to stay with yours. It was called the Redball Express, we
hada red ball on ou r front and back bumpers.Wewe n t way past Paris
on these convoys, but we came back at night.

After about t w o weeks of this, wejoined the British and Canadi‑
ans up in Hollandand Belgium.On the way there, wewere sitting in
the back of a truck and wewere pulling the howitzer behind. The
truck was a6 x 6which isadeuce and half with adouble axle behind
and the front wheels pull, t oo . We hada tarp on it and wewere riding
on seats on each side in the back. It was night and wehadstopped at a
crossroad. This privatesaid to me that hecould see somebody pulling
ona cigarette in aculvert across the street. He told me that I was the
corporal and that I needed to get o u t and see if it was aGerman. I told
him that I was acorporal and that I was telling him to get o u t and see.
About that time westarted movingon andwewere both glad. It prob‑
ably was some GI who had the heebie-jeebies.

After we arrived in Holland, we found o u t that the British and
Canadians hadto take time o u t about four o'clock in the afternoon for
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l16 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

tea. I didn’t know they would just quit fighting for this, but the Ger‑
mans didn't stop for tea and this is where we got ou r first taste of
combat. But we weren't right with the British and Canadians, they
were on ou r flank. We had awhole division, fifteen thousand of us.
Wehad ou r o w n MPs,medics, engineers and everything.An infantry
division can operate by itselfpretty well.

Wewere up close where you could hear the big guns a-booming.
Wewere getting close to going into combat. Our thoughts were that
wewere afraid. My training had been mostly in the desert and night
fighting.Wehad gotten towhere wecould even see better to fight at
night.Wegot to thecombat area in the first part ofOctober before the
Battle of the Bulge, which started on December the 16th. October
was when we had our first casualties and took our first prisoners.We
were backing up the 415th Infantry.Wewere holding about twenty
miles of linespread o u t during the part of the Battle of the Bulge that
was in Belgium.Wehad lost alot of men and didn’t have replacements
and couldn't have stopped them if they had come across. You can’t
stop t w o or three hundred tanks with a bazooka anda little bit of
artillery.

Wedidn’t see the Germans face-to-face there, but wegot a lot of
artillery fire and wegota lot ofstrafing and whatever. They had little
planes like cubs or what n o t , they would fly around usat night.They
would drop t w o flares. One of them would hang in the air and the
other, which was ona little parachute, would drop to the ground. If
they saw you move, they would drop some mo r t a r shells o n you. S o
you didn't w a n t to r u n . Some of ou r people got purple hearts for get‑
ting hit while they were running but they should have kicked their
butts instead.Wecalled these nightly visitors BedCheck Charlies, and
wewere n o t allowed to shoot them down. Kindofl i k e this in away,
the British had a big light they would shine up against the clouds
when they were low,and it would reflectback down into the Germans’
eyes and they couldn't see for being nearly blinded.That was the first
time I ever heard of that.

Sometimes we were as close behind the infantry as a mile. We
could shoot o u r howitzer up to seven miles but wewere accurate only
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up to five miles.We had telephones and radios and could communi‑
cate with the people in the OP,whichwere observation posts. Someof
ou r guys would beforward with the infantry, up in a tree or asteeple
so they could see the enemy. Wehad to guess howmany hundreds or
thousands of yards the Germans were from ussowewould knowhow
far to shoot. You had to elevate the howitzer sothe projectiles would
drop down.You could see the projectiles going o u t with just alittlebit
of powder behind them. They were about thirty three inches long, |
think. This was the length ofthe brass and the projectile.

The fightingw e n t on day and night.The nights were worse than
the days sometimes. Like I say, wewere trained to be night fighters,
and insteadof jumping o f fat six in the morning,wejumped offat t e n
or eleven at night.Wewould let the Germans settle down andget their
boots off, then the infantrywould slip upon them. After n o t sleeping
much, you get tired and wo re o u t and go to sleep standing up.That is
what the German sentinels would do, too .

Wedug holes andweduggun emplacements.Wehad de-handled
shovels instead of the little picks you see onthe backs ofinfantrymen.
We dug in and put up acamouflage ne t . We had to dig an ammuni‑
tion pit, t oo . Wealso had to digour own privateslit trench.Wedidn’t
use foxholes.These were trenches that youwould digone this way and
one that way and were ninety degrees to each other. This was in case
tanks came this way and you could get in one that w e n t that way.We
did alot ofdigging.

When the Battle of Bulge began on December the 16th,wewere
near the German border, close to Aachen, Germany. That was near
where the Siegfried line was. It was a pretty day when it started but
then it snowed and it froze. If you were in a hole there was ice in the
bottom of it. Some lost their toes and I guess some of them froze to
death, but I don’t know.

When the Battlebegan,wegot hit pretty heavy.They poundedus
with mo r t a r and artillery, it was pitiful. Like I said, it was apretty day.
The sun was shiningand I had apup ten t over mytrench or over part
of it anyway. I was sittingoutside and I hadmy old tin hat lyingon the
ground and I was reading some mail I had gotten from home.A shell
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came in and hit behind us. Then one hit over here in front of us. I
should have known what was coming, because that was the way we
directed our own fire, one t o o far andone t oo short.The nex t time we
would make it land about where wewanted it to. Sure enough, their
n e x t shell hic between me and the howitzer and the concussion blew
meover backwards. It knocked the top of my t en t over, t o o , makinga
mess and tearing it.

It was pieces of shrapnel and the shrapnel was deflected back the
way it came from and knocked thesight offthe howitzer and flattened
both tires and hit the barrels and set the ammunition stack afire.All
that powder was burning. Our crew had made themselves a big hole
and had p u t timber over the hole and dirt on top of that and they
wouldn't come o u t , they figured they thought they were safe in there,
I guess. Someand the sergeant grabbed that ammunition and threw it
into a bomb crater that had wa t e r in it. We got a bronze star for this,
but wedidn’t know wewere going to get one until the war was over.
They called it above and beyond the call of duty.We could have run
and let it blow up but that wasn’t what wewere supposed to do. We
tried to do what we were supposed t o , and wedid.

Like | said, wegot hit really hard when the Battle of the Bulge
began. Wethought they were coming through us. Usuallywhen they
really blast you, that iswhen they are coming, and that is the way we
did it , t o o .Wewould fire ou r artillery and the infantrywould beready
to go just assoon asthe artillery fire quit so the Germans wouldn't
have time to get reorganized.After that first salvo, wereally didn’t do
anythingmuch, wejust spread o u t to sce if any more came, but they
didn’t. So I wasn’t actually in the main Battle but on the edge. It was
mostly to the wes t of uswhere the Germans made that big bulge on
our lines.

If they had made their bigmove on us, they would have gone on
and recaptured Antwerp, which was their objective so our supplies
would have to goall the way through northern France. What would
have happened to uswas what happened at the Bulge. You can’t stop
t w o or three hundred tanks witha little artillery, especially artillery
that is n o t very moveable.You would get knocked o u t while you were
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gettingset up. In themain battle, the planes couldn't fly because it was
foggy and Pattonwas way off with his tanks and it took himawhile to
get there. That is why those troops down there got surrounded and
some had to surrender.

After the Battleof the Bulge,werelieved the BigRedOne infantry
in Aachen, which is where the Siegfried line was. Wewere headed for
Cologne. We w e n t through Eschweiler and Weisweilor and all kinds
ofl i t t l e villages. See, over there, they all lived in little villages, they
didn’t live in the country like wedo. They w e n t o u t from the villages
andworked their farms.This goes back to when the Huns came along
and they would fortify and defend themselves. We didn’t m e e t much
resistance at times. The Germans would back up and fortify where
they had backed up to , and that iswhen they really resisted. Some of
them didn’t w a n t to be taken prisoner, that was ashame, they would
just fight to the last man. You had to kill them all, they just wouldn't
give up.

Wehad a time going through these towns . You had to take each
one separately. They fortified and they would get down in basements.
They would get upon topofsteeples, and wehated to but wewould
blow the top of the church steeple offbecause they could see what we
were doing. Ofcourse, they would do the same thing to us. If they saw
one of our observers on top ofsomething, they would blow it down.

All the time wewere o u t , we had K rations and C rations and D
rations. Dration was achocolate bar.You would chew on that to give
you something to dowhile you were on guard. It was hard and would
last all night. Sometime the kitchen crew would find asheltered place
andwould cook upabunch ofstuff, and h a l fofusata time would go
back after dark andeat and haveagoodmeal. Both the K and C ration
were in abox and had four cigarettes and bouillon cubes or some pow‑
dered lemon for lemonade or coffee and other goodies. One time we
got ten-in-ones, abigbox with enough for ameal for ten men. Butwe
ate the German food sometimes. They had kraut in their basements,
that iswhy they were called krauts.They had cabbage fields, and that
krautwas good.And wewould find chickenswhich wewould chase or
yearlings or such. We had a fellow from King’s Ranch in Texas and he
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could skin one of those yearlings and cu t it up in no time.
Wegot to the Roer River and some of the infantry wen t across in

boats.The Germans controlled the dam up the river.They turned the
water loose from the dam andwashed the boats away.The riverwasn’t
very deep but i t was wide after they let loose the water. Then the Ger‑
mans hunted our men down over across the river. We had one guy
from Stevenson that I knew. He came back with a big dent in his
helmet. He didn’t know how hegot back across the river, but abullet
had bouncedoff his helmet.Someof our men on the other side hid in
stacks of sugar beets.We shot smoke shells sosome of them could get
back across the riverwithout beingseen, but the Germans captured a
lot of them. We had an engineering group in our outfit, and they
made pontoon bridges for usto cross.All the bridges hadbeen blown,
either the Germans did it or we did.

Westayed on the RoerRiver for two to three weeks. It was winter‑
time. There was kind ofa lull, but wedidn’t go to Paris on abreak or
anything.After wemovedon , wewe n t through the RoerValley where
the Germans were doing a lot of manufacturing. We captured and
blew up the plants. We found where they were making the VIs and
V2s, the rockets the Germans sent over to England.They were back a
mile under amountain and they had little carts of them just ready to
shoot.You couldset your watch bythemwhenwehadbeen over there
in Belgium and Holland.You couldn't catch them with aplane, they
wen t pretty fast. The V1 wasn’t very bigbut the V2 was a bigone and
they could shoot it up into the atmosphere and it would go pretty far
because it wouldn’t mee t muchair resistanceup that high.Werner von
Braun was involved in making rockets. I thought they should have
shot or hung him and all the others. He wasn’t involved in the slave
labor, he said, but we got something good o u t of him. Something
good came o u t of somethingbad. I don’t knowwhat hethought about
Hitler, but heprobably knew that if hedidn’t dowhat hesaid, Hitler
would have had him shot. That is how hegot rid of the people who
didn’t like him.You can see these rockets in the Smithsonian in Wash‑
ington, D .C ,

Wewen t through several t own s between the Roer River and Co‑
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logne. They really put up a fight but they knew wewere getting the
best of them. It was hard all the way from the Siegfried line to Co‑
logne.When wegot to Cologne, the bridge was partially blown up.
While wewere there some of the USO came. Marlene Dietrich, a
German actress, performedbut I didn’t see her.There wasa little resis‑
tance in Cologne. They would occasionally strafe usor shoot a few
shells at us to let usknow they were still there. They were on the other
side of the Rhine. Maybe they had gotten back across the bridge and
then blew it.

Anyway, the Allies had captured the Remagen Bridge down in
Bonn.The Germans had tried to blow up the bridge but n o t all of the
explosives hadgoneoff,and the Allies had put up t w o pontoon bridges
below the old railroad bridge. Sowewe n t down there and had to wait
t w o days before we crossed on the pontoons. The Germans would try
to sink this bridge. Planes would come in and I never saw somuch
anti-aircraft fire in my life.The allieswould blow them o u tofsky, they
couldn't even get close. Germanswith snorkels would come down the
river and ou r men up on a bluffwould spy them and capture them,
they were going to blow up the bridge and pontoon bridges.

Before we crossed the Rhine River at Bonn my sergeant let t w o
privates go back up the road to see some buddies.They had no more
than gotten gone untilwegot marchingorders.Wepulled upand left
and they were about aweek catching upwith us. When they did, they
had on old hats and had aguitar and were drunker than ahoot owl.
My sergeant got “busted” and I got his stripes.

Afterwards, we teamed upwith the 3rdArmored Division andwe
we n t 193miles in nine days. We hada little resistance.Along the way
we liberated the concentration camp at Nordhausen. It was aconcen‑
tration camp for “political prisoners.” We saw about 5,000 corpses
among the 6,000 inmates. All were just skin and bones. You won't
believe all the dead bodies we saw there. The Germans would take a
bulldozer and make a trench and just push the dead bodies o f fin the
trench. The prisoners were all skin and bone.They said the Germans
would boil potatoes and give them the water they boiled them in.
While they were working they got alittle more to eat but when they
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Gal122 FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR

could no longerwork they were ready to dump them and just let them
die. We pulled several who were still alive from under the dead. They
were t oo weak to move. I'll never forget the smell. The people in the
city said they didn’t know anythingabout it, sowemarched abunch
of them o u t there and made them see it.They were crying and every‑
thing else. They may have been telling the truth, I don’t know.

A lot of the common people got killed, t oo , but some got o u t of
the war zone. Wewould mee t themwith acow pullingawagon with
mattresses and pots and pans and kids and old people.They wouldn't
look at you. Our observation planes dropped leaflets asking them to
get o u t . They really droppeda lot of leafletswhen the Russians were
closing in on theGermanarmy.The Russiansweren't takingprisoners,
they were killing them all.

The 1stArmy and the 9th made a pincer movemen t and captured
335,000 prisoners.We had c u t their supply lines and they gave up. I
was involved in that. The 3rd Armored Division and the 104thwere
spearheading the drive for the IstArmy. That was about the time the
war was over. The Germans had c u t ou r supply lines but we didn’t
know it until other troops came in.The war was over in May,so this
was in April or so. I was in Leipzig when it ended. Wewere on the
front for 195 days, or six and a halfmonths, without a break. Our
division lost 1441dead and 4,776 wounded.Wehad 76 that nobody
knowswhat happened to , whether they we n t over the hill or got blown
to bits.

Wewere 53miles from Berlin when it ended and they put a stop
to us and let the Russians take it.They came in there and blew Berlin
to pieces. Our little cub planes were flying over the German soldiers
who were runningfrom the Russians.Our peopledropped leafletsand
told the Germans to drop their weapons and ammunition and come
to us. But they had to cross a river and weweren't going to go across
the river and get them. I don’t knowhow they got across the river, they
may haveswum.Weput them in 6x6sand took them to prison camp
and kept them until they found o u t who was SS(elite German troop‑
ers) and who were plain soldiers. You could tell because the SShad
their blood type tattooed under their left arm. The rest of them they
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turned loose to go home, if they had ahome. That was the awfullese
time for them.

After the war was over wewe n t back to the same old grind, reveille
every morningand all.Wehadhouseswebilleted in and peoplewould
come in and clean the houseswhile wewere marchingaround.Wegot
some clean clothes but they were those ODs, or old drab wools. We
thought wewould have summer weights but wedidn’t. Wejust had
those old woolens, they were sohot.We washed them in low octane
gas we had, and they would t u r n red and draw up.We wore leggings
and at the very end they gave usshort boots that had t w o little straps
just above the shoe tops. Wealso got Eisenhower jackets.

Onemorning the first sergeant came in the housewe were billeted
in and told us to put on the best things wehad and fall o u t into the
street.Then hesaidall butyou, pointingatme. I hadbeen o u t too late
the night before and I was afraid they were going to c o u r t martial me.
I could see them all liningupo u t thewindow. Soafter awhile the first
sergeant came in and there was my old sergeant and I wondered what
hehad done wrong. Then they pinned the bronze stars on us.

I got injured twice but never did get apurple heart. Once at the
frontwewere standingaround talking. It was apretty day andnothing
was happening.All at once welooked o u t there and the groundwas a‑
hoppingand it was coming toward us.They were strafingusfromajet
andwehadn't heard it coming, plus the sun was in ou r cyes. Man, [ h i t
my trench, andwhen I hic it , |banged the back of it and it like to have
brokemy nose. It did skin it up pretty good and the medic doctored
ita little bit. And another time in Germany they found abig cask of
red wine. [t was up in t o w n and it was sittingonawindowsill that was
slanting. It had ahose coming o u t of it and you could just walk up
there and sip all you wanted to. Oncewhile I was sipping the window
sash fell on my head. I didn’t have anything on my head but anold
woolen cap. Our old medic stayed drunk just about all the time on
that high grade alcohol that he used in his business. But he operated
on meand got the glass o u t . I didn’t get any sleep that night. The
medic and I bunked together and hedidn’t dig. Hesaid they don't kill
medics, and I said you better s ta r t digging, and finally hedid.
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When weleft Germany,wecaught one of the forty and eight box‑
cars, they would hold forty men or eight horses.They havea forty and
eight club in Huntsville.Wehad enough room to lie down and sleep,
and we had t w o meals aday on the way back to the coast of France.
Coming back on the ship from Francewas different from going over.
We had cabins. We even had oranges and ice cream and things like
that.

I had thirty days at homebefore beingsent to the Pacific.The war
was still going on o u t there. All of uswho didn't have 85 points were
going. You got a point for every month and an extra point for every
month overseas. For decorations you got five points and if you were
married you gota lot of points and if you had kids they would fly you
home from France.

I stayed home thirty days. While I was at home they dropped the
first atomic bomb and while wewere on the train back to California
they dropped the second. This was in early August and wewere o u t
there in California until November. If the war hadn’t ended, wewere
to invade Japan after some amphibious training. Instead, they were
discharging usafew ata time.Wehad to gosee acaptain, those of us
with stripes. He tried to get us to sign up in the reserves. He said you
already got three years in and you will draw apension if you stay in so
many more years. I told him I was going home, and I did. A good
friend did sign upand got killed in Korea,soit didn’t pay off for him.
I didn’t w a n t to be in another war, to tell you the truth. I lacked six
days staying in three years.

I was awarded fivemedalswhen I was discharged on November 6,
1945-the Good Conduct, American Campaign, European-African‑
MiddleEasternCampaignwith three battlestars, Victory, and Bronze
Star medals. Since then, I havecommemorative medals fromHolland,
Belgium and France aswell asaCertificate of Recognition from the
Secretary of Defense for helpingwin the coldwar with U.S.S.R. I was
also awarded aWarrior's Medal of Valor from the Native American
Nationsof theUnitedStates of America for valorous service to agrate‑
ful nation.

I had n o t learned a trade while in the service, so after I got o u t I
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signed up for “52-20,” which
was 52 weeks of unemploy‑
men t at $20 perweek.Then I
wen t to work asa laborer for
TVA, digging transmission
tower footings andpower pole
holes. I tell people I got my
Ph.D. with TVA (Pole Hole
Digger).After 8,000 hoursof
training I became a journey‑
man lineman. I worked for
TVA for 38 years and retired
at the beginning of 1985. I
was foreman of acrew here in
Scottsboro. I have been a
member of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers since 1948.

I married Myra Opal Bellomy in 1950.Weeloped to Mississippi
to get married.We have four children, Dale,wife Paula and daughter
Sarah live in Huntsville.Robert Daniel,wife Nanand daughters Ruth
and Rebecca live in Knoxville. Walter Phillip, wife Shelly, twin sons
Jack and Sam alongwith daughter Maggie live in Mobile. MyraAlice
and her husband David Hamilton and son Christopher are in
Cummings,Georgia.All mychildren graduated fromcollege. Mywife
Myra died in 2001.

I amactive in the VFW and American Legion. Two of my sons
and I w e n t toWashington, DC, for the unveilingof theWorldWar II
m o n u m e n t in 2004, It is wonderful, and I am proud to be one of
those that it was built for. I am glad I served my country during the
war.
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ELVINKENNAMER

I was born in Kennamer’sCove, nearWoodville,Alabama, onJuly 18,
1924. I wen t into the militaryJuly 29, 1943. Prior to that, I livedon
the farmwith my parents.At this time, I had three older brotherswho
hadalready gone to service.

At the time, in order to get a deferment from the military, your
parents could make anapplication for a farmer’s deferment. It was
basedon apoint system dependingon the things you did on the farm.
My twin, Melvin, and I made the application for a farm deferment.
Basedon the point system, wehadabigenoughoperation to have t w o
deferments, but the local board did n o t go along with deferring t w o
people.This came down to avery hard decision. The board asked my
parents which one of usthey preferred to stay on the farm. My father
said hecouldn't make adecision like that. Actually, I was drafted and
Melvingot the farm deferment. Hevolunteered anyway and wewe n t
into the service together.

I hadn't finished school
when I wen t in. Back in the
thirties when theschoolswere
short of money, people who
lived o u t in the country didn't
have the chance to come in to
Woodville, so we didn’t get
credit for aschool year, but I
finished high school at
Woodville when I got back
from service.There were nine
boys in my class who came
back fromservice andseven of

At left, ElvinKennamerwith
his twin brotherMelvin
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usfinished high school after wegot back.
I was drafted in the army. We took our basic training at Camp

Wallace in Texas. With the army, twins could serve together if the
twins sodesired. With the navy, fiveSullivan brothers wen t down on
the same ship, sothey wouldn't allow it any more. Our basic training
was in the artillery field.Then wewere sent to San Diego,California,
in ananti-aircraft unit. At that time, in the latter part of 1943, the
American government was afraid that the Japanese were going to in‑
vade the Pacific coast. We were with a searchlight unit. We stayed
there for acouple ofmonths.Wehad90mmanti-aircraft guns, which
were considered to bepart of the artillery but wewere n o t connected
with any other group ofany kind.Wewere just aunit of anti-aircraft
artillery. I didn’t volunteer for this.They assigned uswhen wew e n t in
the military.

While wewere there, wehad to learn the different sounds of air‑
planes to make sure we could detect which planes they were, ours or
the Japanese. We were more or less stationed in a rural area near San
Diego to watch for planes. The fear of an invasion decreased, so we
we n t to Fort Bliss, Texas, to take some infantry training asreplace‑
m e n t s ,

Then wewere pu t ona train andwen t to Camp Miles Standish in
Boston, and this is where we left to go overseas on June 6, 1944.We
were already o u t on a troop transport with 7,000 troops when they
announced that the Normandy invasion hadhappened.Wewere about
eight days in transit to near London,When wegot there, wewere still
in what they called replacement status. We were assigned to a small
anti-aircraft unit on the White Cliffs of Dover. The Germans were
sendingover the buzz bombs and hitting England.These were planes
that had no pilots, they would pu t just enough fuel in them to last
until they got over London. Our object, even if wecouldn't hit them,
was to get close enough to themsothat when ou r shells exploded, they
diverted the course of the buzz bombs so that they would miss Lon‑
don.While wewere at the White Cliffs, which was only twenty t w o

miles or so from France, we could detect when a German shell was
coming in from the cliffs on the Normandyside. You could detect a
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flashwhen it was shot and you could coun t somuch time and know
when to take cover. The Germans were shooting these shells at us.
That we n t on until the latter part of 1944.

As the Allied troops pushed inland, the buzz bombs were being
pushedback, too , and this stopped the bombingof Londonwith them.
Sothere was noneed for ou r anti-aircraft 90mms or our searchlights,
sowewere placed into areplacement camp and were sent over to near
Paris at aplace called Fontainebleau,which was areplacement center.
We crossed over from England and landed at the Normandy beach.
Wewere in a troop carrier and came down rope nets on the side into a
Higgins boat to get on the beach.When wegot to Fontainebleau,we
still had n o t been assigned to any kindofun i t .

Before the Battle of the Bulge, we were moved up to Liege, Bel‑
gium, along with thousands of replacement troops. Somehow, they
figuredtheGermanswould makesome kindofdrive there, sowewere
moved from Liege back to acamp in Paris just before the Battle of the
Bulge because if they hadn’t we would have been c u t off.

TheChristmas of 1944wehad terrible winter weather. About the
first of 1945,wewere assigned to the 10thArmy Division.This divi‑
sion hadbeen in Metz,Germany, and hadahard time and lost alot of
troops. At about this time, either Melvinor I would get orders to move
to adifferent unit, and all wehad to dowas goup to the commander
and tell him wedidn’t accept this, wewere going to stay together. It
took t w o or three weeks beforewe were both assigned to CompanyA,
61st Battalion, 10thArmy Division, Armored Infantry.Weonly had
about three weeks of infantry training in Paris before were joined the
10th Division.

We had what we called half-tracks, and this is what we we n t in.
The front wheels were just regular but the back wheels had tracks like
atank. The half-tracks were wide open except for metal sides for pro‑
tection.There was a50mm gun up on the top, and somebody would
bemanning it. Tank units were with us, too. There were places the
half-trackscouldn't go, sowejus t hit the field like the infantry.At that
time, the 10thArmy was in the SaarValley, and that iswhereweac tu ‑
ally joined them. The area in Saar Valley where wewere in battle was
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in Trier, the oldest t o w n in Germany. Our first actual combat was
there.

On February 25, Melvin was killed the first morningweactually
w e n t into battle. Our company A was c u t off and surrounded by the
Germans. ‘They dropped ussome K-rationsand ammunition from the
PiperCubs that would get in low.Wewere c u t off f o r a couple ofdays,
and during that time wewere under a mo r t a r attack. That is when
Melvin was killed.At that time, there were three of uson the 30mm
machine gun. One was an ammunition carrier and Melvin was the
gunner. I carried the wa te r tank cooler, which was a cylinder filled
with water. The barrel of the gun fit inside this, and i t helped cool off
the barrel. We had kind of dispersed, or spread o u t , because of the
mo r t a r attacks. Ac that time I did n o t know he was killed. I was n o t
injured in the battle, but myhelmet was knocked off. Since wewere
dispersed and n o t in a group, I was n o t with him. I tried to make
myselfbelieve that hewas captured. I did n o t knowuntil aboutMarch
15that hewas killed. I had gotten frost bite onmy feet and had to be
airlifted to Paris. |hadanarmy officerwho came tomeat the hospital
and hetold mewhat had happened.Melvin was buried in Europebut
his remains were moved to Kennamer’s Cove Cemetery after the war.

After wewere surroundedabout t w o days, the tanks andhalf-tracks
came near bysowecould makeabreak.Wehad to makearun , andwe
got in ahalf-erack. The half-track I was in got hit in the right front
wheel byan88mmGerman shell, and it knocked the half-tracko u t of
operation. We had to disband from the vehicle. I lost my pack and
everything else I had but my gun. I suppose the rest of the boys on
there with usdid the same thing.Wejumped off near where the tanks
were and jumped on the back of one of them and rode o u t of where
the German artillery was coming in.

Just after that happened, five of uswere on amission.We took a
bazooka.There was aGerman tank wecouldn't see becauseof the trees
all around it. This tank was knocking o u t ou r tanks asthey would
come around acurve.Wehadgone up this vineyard. I only knew one
of these five because if you are replacements one day you are here and
the nex t day you are gone and another one comes in. Three were in
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front of meand another one was behind me. The Germans called for
ou r surrender. The other three in front of us, they just lay flat. I told
the boy behind me, “Let’s run for it.” The boy behind me, I didn’t
even know his name, said OK , and wetook off running.The thicket
was sothick you couldn't stand up. You had to crouch down to run.
The German tank shot point blank and missed us. We got back to a
little t o w n at the edge of the vineyard, but our CompanyA had been
moved o u t and another company was coming in to replace us. Our
unit hadgone toTrier. This other boy and I walked I don’t knowhow
far to Trier because the battle had progressed on beyond there and the
area was secure.

The boy that I had gotten to know, Marvin Harvermale,was one
oft he three in front of me. Beforewewen t into the battlezone, hehad
my parents’ name and address and I had his. If anythinghappenedwe
would try to contact the other’s parents. I knew he and the other t w o
had beencaptured. I hadMarvin'saddress and I w r o t e his parents, and
they let me know he was in a hospital in Denver convalescing from
TB. I contacted him, and in 1948heand hiswife came to see meand
mywife. I learned that hewas aPOWfor four weeks and got TB while
hewas aprisoner.Thenwelost contact with each other for 40years.A
friend helpedmelocateMarvinafter all that time, and for the past ten
years wehave gotten together every year.

I was actually in the combat area from about the middle ofJanu‑
ary until the middle ofMarch.Wewere n o t under fireall the time, but
there was aperiodof timewhenwewere beinghit heavy. One timewe
were movingand the boy in front of mestopped andsaidhewas going,
to eat some rations. He asked if wanted to aswell, and I told him no.
There was akindof pathbetween u s , Amo r t a r came in andblewhim
up. Wewere advancing all this time, but I never got to the Siegfried
Line.The later part of February and in March the Germans were very
dispersed. They were surrendering. I could just see what seemedmiles
of them surrendering.

My foot problemoccurredduringatimeweweren't able to change
socks or boots.We had snow, the groundwas coveredwith it, and this
is why my feet froze. On March 15, I wen t to what they call a battle
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hospital. They had aC-97
converted to ahospital car‑
rier plane. I was n o t able to
walk. I was in Paris amonth
or six weeks, Then I w e n t to
England and later on to
Daytona Beach for further
convalescence. During the
time I was in the convales‑
cen t hospitals, | saw boys
who had lost their feet from
thecoldand snow. I t was just
my feet that had the prob‑
lem. I get disability for it.

I was discharged in Sep‑
tember of 1945. My three
other survivingbrothers and
I all got home the same

week. My medalswere aRiflemanAward, the EuropeanCombatMedal,
theWorld War’Two Medal, the HonorableServiceMedal,andaMarks‑
manship RifleMedal.

I got married in 1948 to Marie Henson from Grant. We have
three children and four grandchildren.

I w e n t to a business college at Gadsden State. I decided that the
education fieldwould bebetter soI w e n t toJacksonville State and got
adegree in elementary education in 1955. I taught atMacedonia nearly
eight years, including several years while I was going to school. In
1958 I was appointed postmaster at Section. I retired in 1984. I served
asmayorofSection from 1984 until 1987.After that, I was appointed
Business License Inspector and served in that position for eight years.
I have also served on the Section wa te r board and theJackson County
Hospital Board.
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BERLINBEEMAN “BARTO” McKENZIE

I was bornJuly 12, 1924, in Section. I wen t into the militaryAugust
20 when I was 19 years old.Therewas this boy I knewwho got hiscall
to go in the army, so I just told them to send me too. I wen t to Fort
McClellan to take the test, then came home for three weeks. Then 25
of usgot on abus in Scottsboro and wen t to Fort McPherson, Geor‑
gia, for seven or eight days, then to Fort Rucker.

I was in achemicalwarfare battalion. Eachcompany had4.2 mo r ‑
tars. Wewere attached to an infantry division. I trained in chemical
warfare at Fort Rucker. It was mostlyhighexplosives withwhite phos‑
phorus every third shell. The high explosive shells came o u t asshrap‑
nel and thewhite phosphorus came o u t aswhite phosphorus.When it
landed, it causeda fire. It wasn’t chemical warfare likesprayingdeadly
chemicals such asnerve gases.

From Fort Rucker,we w e n t to Tennessee for maneuvers. We we n t
to Camp Forrest and got in there with some other boys. They had
already turned in their guns and clothing and everything to go over‑
seas.Thenwegot ona train andw e n t to CampShanks, NewYork.We
left from Brooklynon the Queen Elizabeth, that bigship.There were
23,000 soldiers on there. Winston Churchill had been in the United
States talking to President Roosevelt and they said hewas on the ship,
but I don’t knowif that was t r u e or n o t .

We landed in Glasgow, Scotland, then got on a train and w e n t
down to Tiverton,a little t o w n about forty miles from Plymouthand
about twenty miles from Exeter. We stayed there a few weeks. The
headquarters were down at afootball field.Wehadbunks in those big
old houses there.

Then wew e n t on this amphibious practice for D-Day, the one
where hundreds of troops got killedwhen the boats were attacked by
German U-Boat submarines. The military wouldn't talk about that
until a few years ago.Wewere practicing for the invasion.When we
got down to Plymouth to practice, we got on the nastiest little ship
you ever saw.Wewen t somanymilesand landed,you know.Whenwe

“Barto” McKenzie 133

landed on the beach, we had those guns on two-wheel carts which
were broke down. The barrel weighed 125 pounds, the base plate
weighed 140 pounds, and the tripod weighed 40 pounds.We had to
pull them over the hill, they wouldn't even let usget close to avehicle.
Wew e n t up there onahill and I was laying upon that hill one night
and the Germans were bombing the beach, but theywouldn’t tell that,
either. I was afraid to show my face over the top of that hill.

They didn’e tell uswhat hadhappened. I wasn’t in the wa te r when
the German U-boat got our ships.

Westayed around those hills for afew days, then they loaded usup
and wew e n t back to Tiverton and got everything wehad and we n t
down tobarracks just outside Plymouth.They were one story wooden
barracks. We stayed there about three weeks getting ready to for the
Normandy landing. A part of the 4th Division was there in the bar‑
racks.We thought they were old men. Soldiers were marching up the
Stree t getting ready to load upfor D-Day. I'll never forget, thereweren't
many other people on the street.

We got on the ship and stayed until Eisenhower turned us back
because of the weather. Then the nex t day wew e n t for the real thing.
This was June 6, 1944.They took usover for the invasion in abrand‑
new Liberty ship. You see, wewere onthis ship with infantryguys.We
wen t down the ropes to get in the landing boats. Of course, they
dropped o u r guns down in the two-wheel carts. It was several miles
o u t when we got in the landing boats. I remember we were getting
ready to get off the ship and there was this infantry officer, abig old
boy,and I thought, “Mygoodness,what aman.”The nex t morninghe
got caught in machine gun fire and got killed. The wate r was green
and roughasit could bewhen weunloaded,and I was we t by the time
I got in there. Most of the boys got seasick.

About 12or 15 boats got loaded and we took off to the beach. I
was in the first wave. There were obstacles in the water but wemissed
them. Aswegot close to the beach, I remember the lieutenant, who
was from Oklahoma, told us to get down because shells were drop‑
ping. Aswegot close to the beach,wefanned o u t likeyouwere spread‑
ing your fingers, and weall hit the beach at the same time. I was at
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UtahBeach.Omahawas the one with the bluff. LittleTeddy Roosevelt
was in one of the boats. Van Fleet was the regimental commander of
that 4th Division. I was in the 7th Corps of the Ist Army. It was the
one that w e n t across Utah in the center. The Sth and 13thw e n t in on
the sides.The 7thwas ledby aGeneral Collins from NewOrleans, he
was agood general.

When we got t o the beach we set those mo r t a r s up there. We set
up four mor ta r s . Van Fleet was standing there and he was calm with
real green clothes on, and I wonder if they hadhadbeen impregnated,
you know they treated our clothes in case we ran into chemical war‑
fare. Three shells came down, one short, one in the wa te r and one on
the beach.Weonly lost one man on the beach. Medics were working
on guys o u t there in the water. Some other guys came in from the
boats and said there was a dead guy in the water. Like I said, mos t o f
the boys got seasick, and aboy from Lancaster, Pennsylvania,said that
that poor bastard won't beseasick no more.

When I was down there on the sand at the beach, some paratroop‑
ers come through there with thirteen German prisoners,mostly offic‑
ers they had found hidingunderabridge. I watched them and counted
them, and boy they were stepping on. Generally, them German pris‑
oners would drag and drag around, but these were ready to get o u t
from there. The paratroopers had landed the night before. The para‑
troopers were the 101stand the 82nd, but they were all mixed up and
scattered everywhere.They had donea lot of good andhadmadealot
of progress coming back towards the beach.

Westayed on the beach acouple of hours.They had some mines
there, and we tore them down and started out . We we n t across an
apple orchard. The apples were in full bloom. We fired on a church
steeple up there. It was aGerman observation post. Wewere told the
Germans hada teenage boy, amember of the HitlerYouth, up there,
and the German troops had left and told him to stay there. We fired
on the steeple and knocked it o u t .

Wecame o u t here to this road,and therewere abunchofwounded
Germans they had captured.Wewe n t on through a t o w n acouple of
miles from the beach and on down to acrossroad. We didn’t mee t as
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much opposition asthey did atOmaha.
The afternoon of the landing,wegot down there and some tanks

they come in.This was after weleft that little cown.They pulled usoff
the road sothe tanks could get by. The Germans had some fortifica‑
tions there. The tanks pulled in and a paratrooper colonel or some‑
thing, hewas the commandingofficer,wanted to send atank down to
check on the fortifications. He told ajeep driver to drive along with
the tank. We were by a creek behind them. They started o u t and a
German dud shell, they had alot of them, hit the jeep and thejeep hit
the tank and knocked the tread off the tank. It made the awfullest
racket you ever heard,

About four in the afternoon, the sun was shining, and the gliders
started coming in. I was standing up there watching them and one of
them landedperfectly,butalot of them usuallywound upin the trees.
Anyway, I was standing there watching and adadburn machine gun
opened up on me andI got in a ditch. So the Germans were right
there.

Like I said, I was in a chemical warfare unit with mor ta r s . The
range for the mor tars we had was about t w o miles but we mostly shot
them about a mile because we would move up. Our shells could hit
places going down on the other side of ahill when the artillery shells
couldn't. There were seven of uson the mo r t a r . I loaded the shells.
There was a pipe that came o u t and the shell w e n t right in it. We
weren't back with the artillery bue with or right behind the infantry.
Sometimes, the infantrywould get somewhere and the artillerycouldn't
get there yet, sotheywould rush usover there until the artillery came.
We had observers up front who would spot the Germans and radio
back and tell us where to fire our mor tars .

We w e n t on a road to Sainte-Mere-Eglise. Paratroopers and the
infantry were already there but they were scattered ou t . Wewere on
this little road.The Germans had some old wagons with horses. Some
Gls came by on the wagons.They hadon stovepipe hats and had Ger‑
man prisoners walkingwith the horses.The infantry hadgotten word
we were coming and they waved uson in. The Germans saw all the
equipment, they thought they were all tanks, but they weren't. Sothey
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backed up into the hedgerows.
We kind of started from Sainte-Mere-Eglise, and it was three or

four weeks before wegot to Cherbourg. There was a lot of fighting
goingon to get to Cherbourg.The Germans hada lot of fortifications
in the area. A lot of these were concrete with thick walls. A lot of
people said they wouldn't have fired white phosphorus at the Ger‑
mans, but they firedwooden bullets at us. Wewould bebehind one
hedgerow and they would bebehindanother.We'd knock them back
and move up and they would have left amachine gun with wooden
bullets. They cause anasty wound. They claimed they used them for
target practice but they used them against us in combat, too . They
were probably short of regular ammunition.We really shouldn't have
been in those hedgerows in Normandy.They should have sent Patton
and his tanks to that area first, before the invasion.

About the 20th ofJuly they brought about 2500 bombers over
from England,and after that wegot started across France. I saw three
of those planes shot down. Of course, some of their bombs dropped
short and they got one of our lieutenants. AGeneral McNair visiting
over there from the states got caught up in it t o o , and they buried him
in acedar casket.

I was in combat fromJune until October 8. For days to star t with
I didn’t wash myface, but the longer you stay o u t there, you learnhow
to keep yourself clean better.

Wemoved through Francepretty quick after they dropped all those
bombs.Wewe n t through some oldWorldWar I battle areas. Some of
them hadn’t been cleaned up. I slept in one of the old seesaw trenches
in Belgium.The Germans were retreatingand wewould hit them in
the afternoon and the nex t morning they would bemiles away. We
had an ammunition truck that got blowed up one time. I was o u t
checking the guard. I was standing there and some white phosphorus
came over and blew up the truck and killed 12guys.

Wegot into Germany to the Siegfried line.Wewere miles ahead
oft he others. They told usfour miles but the history books say seven
miles.Wewere one of the first ones to get intoGermany.Wewere near
Aachen, Germany, just across from Belgium.
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One day, we had been
held up andwehadan am ‑
munitionshortage.Wehad
this big old bluff right in
front of us. I got caught in
anartillery barrage,and that
is how I got hit in the left
a rm and shoulder. This was
on 8October. It was shrap‑
nel,and ithad that dadgum
poison in it. I had to stay in
the hospital for three
months. My war ended
then. I said I wanted to go
back to myoutfit but they
wouldn't send me. I helped
some around the hospital. I

was ward maste r in the neurosurgical ward. They had about 40 pa‑
tients in there, they operated on their heads, you know.

I gota PurpleHeart and three battlestars.Theywere for Normandy,
northern France and Germany.

After the war was over, I came back to Section. I moved into Tut
FannVeterans Home here in Huntsville over t w o years ago.
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RICHARDPATRICK

Note: Richard Patrick is de‑
ceased. Thefollowingisfroman
article byByron Woodfin in the
Scottsboro Daily Sentinel on
April 19, 1990.

For an 18-year-old boy from
Scottsboro, the biggest fear
during the last years ofWorld
War II was the fear that thewar
might beover before hecould
see combat.

Such were the fears of Ri‑
chard Patrick when hegradu‑
ated from Jackson County
High School in 1943 and set o u t for eventual duty asapilot in the
U.S.Army Air Corps.

Patrick, president of Patrick Lumber Co. in Scottsboro, does n o t
often reminisce about hiswartime experiences. But in a recen t talk to
a Presbyterian Church youth group, Patrick related his experiences
which include his training asapilot and his six weeks asaprisoner of
wa r in Germany during the waning days of the war.

After his 18thbirthday,inJanuary 1943,Patrickwen t toCourtland,
Alabama, to take theAir Corps ent rance exam, and theday after gradu‑
ation from JCHS was sent to Biloxi, Mississippi, for eight weeks of
Army basic training.

Patrick had qualified for aviation training, and followinghis basic
trainingwas sent to Ohio to the University ofToledo for six monthsof
college training. Ironically, the r o u t e of the troop train took it right
through Scottsboro, “And it didn't even slow down,” hesaid. It would
bethe last time Patrickwould see his home for over ayear.

Patrick’s dream was to bea pilot and was close to realizing that

RichardPatrick 139

dream after qualifying asanaviation cadet.The first phase ofh i s avia‑
tion training took him to Corsicana,Texas, to acivilianaviationschool.

“During the war,” heexplains, “The U.S.had to develop amassive
training program.” Pare of this training program took advantage of
civilian pilots who served to introduce the trainees to flying.

FromCorsicana, hewen t to Sherman,Texas, for basic flight train‑
ing and from there he was shipped to Houston for advanced flight
training.

Finally, following afull year of training and the only furlough he
would have before going overseas, Patrick was sent to Lake Charles,
Louisiana, for assignment to a flight combat crew and an additional
10weeks of training.

“This was in August, 1944,” hesaid. “The wa r was close to being
won and here | was still n o t in the war.”

At LakeCharles, Patrick was assigned to a B-26 bombing crew as
co-pilot. In Patrick'swords, the B-26,amedium range tactical bomber,
was considered a “widow maker” and “a flying coffin” because of the
plane's design. It was n o t until near the end of the war that a redesign
of theplane'swings stabilized the 200mile-per-hour bomberand added
to its safety.

Patrickwas sent to NewJersey wherehearrived onChristmas Day,
1944. It was while on atrip to NewYork during this time that Patrick
witnessed his first television broadcast.

Patrick celebrated his 20th birthday ashe was boarding a con‑
verted French luxury liner in Boston harbor.The converted liner was
carrying 14,000American troops bound for the European theater of
war.

The ocean crossing to England took the ship five days to com‑
plete, and Patrick landed just asthe Battle ofthe Bulgewas coming to
aclose. From England, the young Patrick was sent to France to join
the 322nd, 9thAir Corps bomber group stationed outside Paris.

atrick’s bombergroup was stationedatanairfieldwhich had been
recaptured from the Germans. Patrick said the airfield resembled a
“county roadwith potholes” caused byAllied bombing runs.

Patrick said the rough airfield presented pilots with a dangerous
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challenge in trying to lift the bomb-filled planes into the air, and on
his first day at the base hewitnessed abomber go up in flames,killing
the crew when the pilot was unable to lift from the runway.

According to Patrick, the 322nd bomb group consisted of four
squadrons of 12 planes each. Patrickdescribes his first few missions of
the bomb crew as“just likewewere driving towork.”

The crew, however,was unawareGerman radar, locatedsome 100
miles behind enemy lines, was tracking the plane's movement . “They
knewwhen wewere coming,” hesaid helater found ou t .

Patrick said during the last months of the war, the German air
force, the Luftwaffe, was all but destroyed. The danger to Allied air‑
craft at that time came from heavy and accurate anti-aircraft fire from
German ground forces.

Ona bright and sunny March 14, 1945, co-pilot Patrick and his
six-man crew were on their eighth bombingmission over German ter ‑
ritory. With their bomb load dispatched, the plane began the return
flight homeat about 3 p.m.Patrickclearly remembers seeing the Rhine
River which at that time was the front line of the war, with the Ger‑
mans occupying the east side of the river.

Just before crossing the Rhine and still in enemy air space, the
squadron's group leader, believing the planes to be in safe territory,
stopped takingevasive action. The evasive action maneuver, a defense
against anti-aircraft flak, consisted of the entire squadron of planes
changingdirection every 15seconds.

Within one minute after ceasing the evasive action, Patrick’splane
was hit by asingle burst of anti-aircraft fire.The exploding shell t o re
the right engine and wing away from the plane and blew the nose of
the planeaway back to the pilot’s cockpit, killing the bombardier who
rode in the plane’s nose compartment, and sheared off the top of the
plane over the pilot’s compartment.

A piece of the flak struck Patrick’s helmet, stunning him. “The
only thing I can remember was undoingmy seatbelt,” hesaid.

The mortally wounded plane immediately rolled over and at an
altitude of some 13,000 feet, about two-and-a-half miles, while the
planewas upsidedown,Patrickwas dumped unconscious through the

RichardPatrick ldl

open cockpit and began to fall toearth.
The unconscious Patrick did n o t see what became of the plane,

but following the end of the war helearned it had crashed, killing the
remaining crew members.

After a fall of nearly one-and-a-half miles, Patrick regained con‑
sciousness andwith a reflexaction pulled the ripcord of his parachute.
It was at this time that Patrick realized hehad been wounded, and his
heart sank ashesaw his flight suit coveredwith his own blood.

Fearing he may have been seriously injured, he was relieved to
discover that aflak fragment had struck himon the cheek and passed
o u t through his open mouth.Thewound was n o t life-threateningbut
now he faced another-his parachute was full of holes from the flak
which had struck his parachute packwhile still in the plane's cockpit,
In addition, hecould see German troops gathered on the ground be‑
low to give him aless than pleasant welcoming to German soil.

Patrick, rememberinghis training, was able to maneuver his para‑
chute away from the t o w n below and landed in anopen area and was
immediately taken prisoner byGerman infantry,and in Patrick’swords,
it was good fortune to becaptured by the Germanmilitary instead of
byGerman civilians.

“ I f you could have seen the destruction (ofGermany), and real‑
ized that hundreds of thousands were killed because of the bombing,
no one in the air force was safe if captured. The civilians had no re‑
spect for us,” Patrick remembers.

Patrick recalls one incident while being transported by German
guardswhen hewas attacked byacivilian whose child had been killed
during the bombing. Patrick said it was the t w o American prisoners
with him who saved him from being choked by the man ashis Ger‑
man guards stood by and watched.

After landing the parachute and armed only with a .45 caliber
pistol, Patrick was quickly taken captive andwas sent with aloneguard
to a nearby town. Arriving at the town , the apprehensive 20-year-old
was p u t through a t o w n spectacle. “ I t was a t o w n smaller than
Scottsboro,” hesaid, “but it hada t ow n square likeScottsboro.Appar‑
ently, I was aprize for him (theGermanguard) because he paradedme
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around the square about three times asthe whole t own turned out.”
Within the nex t couple of days, Patrick was taken with t w o other

POWs to the German t own ofWetzler near Frankfurt. APOWinduc‑
tion center was located at Wetzler and there Patrick received a Red
Cross blanket andaRedCross parcel of food.The only medical at ten ‑
tion for the wound hehad received was a tetanus shot.

At Wetzler, the POWswere divided intogroups of 100,andPatrick
was loaded o n t o a supply train beingused asa troop transport for the
trip to Nuremburg. It was during the trip that Patrick came into con ‑
tact with the “political” prisoners which henow realizes were Jewish
and other civilians on their way to death camps.

At one point in the trip, the POW train was stopped alongside
t w o other trains, one carrying anti-aircraft guns and the other made
upof anumber of closed boxcars packed with “political” prisoners.
Aboard the boxcars, the dreaded SS troops were perched asguards.
While at the stop, agroup of American P-47 fighters passed over and
theGermananti-aircraftopened fire. “Thatwas likestirringupabunch
of bees,” Patrick said, describing the Allied planes asthey prepared to
attack the rail cars.

The POWs had an agreement with their German guards that in
the event of attack theywould seek cover until the attack was over and
then regroup with their German guards. As the P-47 dive bombers
began their strafingattack, Patrick and the other POWs huddled in a
ditch some 100yards from the railcars.Though the S.S. guards aban‑
doned their positions on the boxcars, the civilian prisoners were n o t
given any opportunity to seek shelter and for 30minutes the Ameri‑
can fighters strafed and bombed the train, including the locked box‑
cars. Following the attack, Patrick said herecalls seeing the mangled
bodies remaining in the boxcars when they were opened.

Patrick finally ended up in aPOWcamp in Moosburg,Germany,
near Munich. Unknown to him at the time, a fellow Scottsboro na‑
tive, Charles Bradford, was also being held at the same camp after
being captured during the Battle of the Bulge. (Note-see chapter on
Charles Bradford).

“There were about 30,000 Allied POWs in the camp, all nation‑

RichardPatrick 143

alities. And at this time, there was tremendous chaos in Germany. In
the distance wecould hear artillery coming nearer and then on the
morningof April 29, 1945,all the German guards were gone.”

Patrickand theAllied POWswere liberatedbyanelementof George
C. Patton’s army on April 29, 1945, and Patrick’s six weeks asa pris‑
oner came to an end.And so the boy’s fear of being left o u t of the war
had turned into the man’s experiences with the realities of combat.

After his r e t u r n to Scottsboro in June of 1945,Patrick was given a
90 day leave before being assigned to another Air Corps unit. Before
the 90 days were up, however, Japan surrendered and World War I]
came to a close.

He was discharged in October of 1945, and in 1946 resumed his
work in the lumber company his father, R.C. Patrick, Sr., had started
in 1926. Patrick took over the business when his father died in 1964.

Patrickwas recalled to active duty in 1951during the KoreanWar
and was assigned for t w o years duty at astrategic air defense station in
Wisconsin. In comparison to hisduty in Germany, theWisconsin t o u r
of duty was “like a country club,” he said.

And for Patrick,what is the value of his experiences? “It is apart of
history, but it is also anappreciation of somany and the many sacri‑
fices to keep o u r nation, our lifestyles, and our freedom,whichwestill
have.”
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GEORGE FOSHEE,JR.

I was born January 8, 1926. I was sworn into the military April 6,
1944. I was eighteen in January and was sworn in three months later.
The draft board was in Scottsboro. I was astudent in school. I hadn't
graduated but I did when I came back in 1947.

I was drafted into thearmy. I w e n t to FortMcPherson,Georgia, to
be inducted. From there I was shipped to Camp Sibert near Actalla,
Alabama. It was named after General Sibert.

I was taking basic training in chemical warfare at Camp Sibert.
They assigned this to me , I didn’t volunteer. Wehad poisonous gas in
World War II . The government says we didn’t, but we did. We had
mustard gas, nitrogen mustard, chloropicrin and phosgene. One of
themsmelled likenew-mown hay.We had to learnhow to identify the
gases by smelling them. They had these vials, and they would break
them and you would smell it. If you didn’t identify it, you didn’t get a
pass.Wehad to do this every Saturday morning,and if you identified
it and everything and didn’t have any strikes against you, you got a
pass until Monday morning. If you didn’t pass that test, you stayed
there and practiced some more.

We learned how to saturate stuff with this nerve gas, like the te r ‑
rain and so on . We had gas masks on , and we hiked with them in
place. It was God hot with them on , particularly in July andAugust. I
have aMOS number,which stands for MilitaryOccupational Special‑
ist, that proves I was in chemical warfare.

We had the 4.2 inch chemical mor t a r. The mo r t a r was 4.2 inches
in diameter and hada riflebore in it that made that thing traverse and
make i t more accu ra te than the old teardropwhich had a smooth bore
and might make it go the wrongway.

I got some of those chemicals on my foot. We had impregnated
clothes wewore when we fooled with that gas. They had an impreg‑
natingplant, they called it, and it madeyour clothes stiffkind ofl i ke
you hadstarch on them. It was supposed to repel that gas. SomehowI
was pouringsome of the gas o u t and it dripped off the bottom of the

George Foshee,dr. 145

bucket and got on my foot. The shoe wasn’t impregnatedgood, and it
made ablister on there and they pu t mein the hospital. Later on , I
w r o t e Kansas City to get my medical records, and they told me I had
never been in the hospital.

That isone reason I got transferred to FortMcClellan to bein the
infantry. If you miss somany days of training they pulled you o u t of
your company and p u t you in the one behindyou soyou can catch up.
SoI w e n t into this other company. They picked abattalion of usand
sen t usover to Fort McClellan over near Anniston and pu t usin the
infantry. It didn’t makeawhole lot ofdifference tomethatI had been
in the chemical warfare company.

I trained with the infantry at For McClellan, then left for Fort
Meade,Maryland,onChristmasDayof 1944.Theygave usnewclothes
and everything and then sent usto Virginia Beach. From there I wen t
overseas on the GeneralWilliam S. Black.here were about 5,000 on
there plus the ship’s crew, Weonly had two meals aday unless you had
extra duty. Our company commander volunteered our company for
KPduty.Wehad towork every other day, butwedid get to have three
meals aday.

We landed in Naples, Italy, and got ona cattle truck with side‑
boards on it.Wewe n t toa little t ow n in Italycalled SanAgata deGoti
in the province of Benevento, up in the hills. It was about thirty miles
from Naples. I was in the SthArmy underGeneral MarkClark, in the
Leadership and BattleSchool.We trained those who were going to be
officers.I was aprivate,you know, but that was myjob. I didn’t volun‑
teer for it, and I don't know how they chose meto do it.

Wehad these boyswho might get abattleficldcommission and go
to OCS, which isOfficersTraining School, and that iswhat the lead‑
ership school was. We took them o u t on the machine gun range and
the 100 inch rangeand taught them how to search and traverse with a
machinegun.Weused the 30caliber water cooledmachineguns.They
probably knew all this anyway, but westill had to teach them. Fight‑
ingwas still going on up in northern Italyand there was somewhere I
was but I didn’t participate in it because I was at that training school.
That iswhy I got abattle star, because fightingwas going onthe area.
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Someoft h e people I trained did go into combat.
When the war was about over they sent me to what they called a

replacement camp. It was on a big farm. They would send some of
them some place and some others somewhere else. I could have gone
on into combat if they had chosen to send me . I did get acouple of
furloughs and got to go to Rome.

The war in Europewas over in May and I left Italy in July.When
I got back to the States, I was alow pointer.You see, you got 5 points
for each battle star, 5 for each dependent and I wasn’t married, 2 for
eachmonthyou were overseas and 1 point for eachmonthyou were in
the states, and so on . I only had 30 points and some of them boys had
over 100 points, so they started getting o u t first. I got a thirty day
furlough and they flewmeback, and it took t w o or three days. The
pilots would fly eight hours and then lay over. Weflew into Miami
and got into Stevenson in August of 1945, and that is when the war
ended.When it did end, the train started blowingand the sirens w e n t
off. I lived right across the street from where I live now. I was taking a
bath and mother came in and told methe war with Japan was over.
They had planned to send us to Japan for the invasion.

After my30 day furlough just asthe war ended, 1we n t to Camp
Polk, Louisiana. I stayed there for a few weeks, and that was another
place they shipped them ou t everywhere. I wen t from there to Camp
Hood,Texas. Now it iscalled Fort Hood.The military facilities in the
war that were temporary were called camps and the ones that were
permanent were called forts. At Fort Hood, I trained trainees on all
the infantry things, like guns and close order drills and soon. I was
discharged May of 1946 asaPFC. I got a Bronze Star, aGood Con‑
duct Medal, the American Victory Medal, aCombat Infantry Badge
and aRuptured Duck.

After I was discharged, I wen t back to school in the fall of 1946
and graduated the nex t spring. Then I went to work at the ice plant
here in Stevenson. My dad ran it but he didn't own it. I peddled ice
with amule and wagon, then drove an ice truck after they got one. I
left that in 1949andworked in construction for thirty nine years and
retired in 1988.I was amillwright andhavebelonged to the carpenter's

George Foshee,dr, 47

union o u t of Chatta‑
nooga for 5Gyears.

I go t married to
Jane Evans.She passed
away in 2001. I have
t w o sons.

Mr. Foshee trained in
chemical warfare at
Camp Sibert, which is
near Gadsden, Ala‑
bama. Duringthe war,

there were severalchemicalwarfare trainingfacilitiesaroundthe country,
but Camp Sibert was the largest at 38,000 acres. Afier the war, the air‑
port area was transferred to the city of Gadsden with all otherproperty
returnedtoprivateownership. The Corps of Engineers is workingan ord‑
nance andexplosive wastelchemical warfare materielcleanupproject on
16sites within theformer camp. Currently, the materielthat is removed
from thesesites isstoredatanInterimHoldingFacilityadjacent toa run ‑
way at the airport.

In 2002, aphosgene-filledshellwasfoundat theformer trainingcen‑
ter. Theshellwas treatedwithanExplosiveDestructionSystem, aspecially
designedmobilesystem.

Note: Theaboveinformationisfromcma.army.milandhq.environmental.
usace.army.mil.
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GENEAIRHEART

I was born in 1922 in Tennessee.
When I was ninemonthsoldmy
family moved to Scottsboro.My
family owned a farm where
GoosepondColony is now. Back
then it was known asLarkin’s
Landing. I was drafted in 1944
while I was at the University of
Alabama, where I had gone for a
year anda half. I was 22years old
and wen t in asaprivate.

I was assigned to the infan‑
t ry and was sent for basic train‑
ing at Fort McClellan in
Anniston. I was in good physical
condition when I w e n t in. |
hadn't hadmuchexperiencewith
guns and had never owned one.
Basic trainingwas about three or
four months. It consistedofget‑
ting upearly in the morningand staying until dark. Basic training in
the infantry was kind of rough.They taught usalot because it might
save your life.Afterwards, I stayed there and helped train others for a
few months.

I knew even then I would go overseas. I knew I was n o t training
for aSunday School picnic, I knew I was training for something spe‑
cial. After basic training, I was shipped to Newport News, Virginia,
and then on to France.They took usover in a troop carrier. I got there
after D-Day.They took ust o a headquarters,which was near the coast,
where they gave us ou r assignments. The front was on further up.
Some of our group we n t to different divisions, such asto artillery or
other branches. I was assigned to the 7thArmy, 36th Division,and the

Gene Airheart 149

141st infantry, which was aheavy weapons company. I wen t in asa
replacement.They used usto replace youngmen astroops in the field
who were sick or whatever who had to bereplaced. I was oneofthose.

The 36th Division is aTexas activated old line 'T-Patch division
that has been in Texas since WW I. The gun I was trained on was
considered aheavyweapon. It was awater cooled .30 caliber machine
gun. I was agunner in amachinegun crew. One member of the crew
was a tripod carrier, and one carried the gun, which is what I did.
Then you had ammunition carriers, you have seen those little metal
boxes. The shells were in a belt and kept in those boxes. Every tenth
round was a tracer that allowed you to sce and zero in on your target.
There were five men who carried the ammunition. The tripod man
was in front of us. When heput his tripod down, I pu t mygun onthe
tripod.Then I squatteddown ready to go, and the carriers came around
with the litele metal boxes with the belts that had the shells. The artil‑
lery backed the infantry up.

At the headquarters they didn’t ship you o u t until they needed
replacements on the line. | was probably at the headquarters for
t w o or three weeks. Then they trucked us to ou r division, and we
joined Company D, a heavy weapons company. They assigned me
to my platoon and that is when I got to be a professional wa t e r
cooled machine gunner.

I got into combat very soon. I was in combat 105 days. Wehad a
lieutenantwho gave usou r orders. Sometimes,wewere toldwhere the
Germans were. A lot of times weweren't told, sowe just ran the belt
through andstarted firing.Wehad them come o u t of thewoods some‑
time when this happenedwith their hands up, surrendering. SoI was
right on the front line.

If 1cold you that I wasn't frightened, I would n o t betellingyou the
truth. You just handled it aswell asyou could, asfar asmy feelings
were. I w r o t e some letters I didn’t mail. I felt like |would never get
back. You needed to befrightened, but n o t t o o much.There is noth‑
ingasuncertain and dangerous asasoldierwho isscared to death,You
didn't w a n t to work with him because he might go off the deep end
and hemight think you were aGerman instead of somebody else.
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Our infantrywas movingforward.Wewould get the order to move
and hope that we had the space to do so. Some days we made good
progress and some days wedidn't.The resistancewas heavier at t imes
than at others. There was hedge fighting and woodland fighting and
you couldn't tell who was there. Everywhere you stopped, even if it
was twelve o'clock noon, you began diggingafox hole. I hadmyown
hole. I just dug my own bed. If you left after 30 minutes, you left the
trench. If you were there anhour, you dug more. They told usto dig
every time westopped because it was your life you were saving. I dug
quite a few trenches. I’m glad I wasn’t any bigger. I didn’t take up
much room. It was atrench that you could stretch ou t in, but it wasnt
very deep. You could take that steel helmet off and lie in there. You
had a little knit-like wool cap. You wore that cap all the time under
your helmet. At night you would take the helmet off and work your
scalp with your fingers.Talk about something that felt good!

At nightwe had patrols. Night could beadangerous t i m e because
theGermanswere ruthlesssoldiers.TheSStroops did n o t carewhether
they livedordied. Lifemeant nothingatall to them.They were indoc‑
trinatedwith the idea that in the Germanwayofl i f eyou gave you t life
to the Fuhrer.They were brainwashed. We ran into some SStroops
and you had no choice but to kill them. 1didn’t have ahand grenade
but we had them in our unit. They were very effective, and I have
heardGermans cry andscream from them. I knewwhen theyexploded,
I heard them. Although I didn’t have grenades, I did have a carbine,
but they were just good enough toget you killed.They were n o t much
of adefensiveweapon.

I was shot at quitea bit.When we advanced, I just ran wide o u t ,
letting the hot water from the machine gun pour all over me, some‑
times burningmy back and causing blisters.Wewere fightingmostly
in the forest, sowecouldn't really see the Germans, but they couldn't
see useither, Over there, around those mountains, it isvery dense and
that helped.Wewere skirmishing or something,wewere at our busi‑
nessevery day.Wedidn’t doa whole lotofnight fightingexcept for the
patrols.Wedid n o t get much rest , though. There was something else
wedidn’t get. Wedidn’t get abath and wedidn't get to shave.Wedid
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have plenty of supplies and ammunition, though.
Wewere in France but were advancing toward Germany.Wemoved

up pretty far while wewere there.We were movinganddidn’t havemuch
artillerybehindus.Thiswas good inaway becauseartillerycan bedanger‑
ous if you are moving up pretty fast and they are shooting from behind
you.Wedidn't havemany tanks,either.Ourswas just footwork.You have
heardofthe foot soldier,you are lookingatone.Wewereonour own.The
Germans were foot soldiers just likewewere.

Wewere approaching the Vosges Mountains in France.There was
no resistance and we were moving like there was no t omo r r ow, we
thought wehad this thing made. However, ou r battalion we n t t o o far
and the Germans surrounded uson aknoll.That is when webecame
known asthe “Lost Battalion.” We were there over a week, pinned
down. The Germans would try to crawl up the knoll. We had one
wa te r hole, and they would crawl up and try to poison it.We ran o u t
of wa te r, we ran o u t of food, weran o u t of everything. Wewere in
touch with headquarters, though. They dropped chocolate and medi‑
cal supplies in to us, and they assigned uspositions around the knoll.
I shall never forget when we heard that the 100th Battalion of the
442nd Japanese-American Regimental Unit was fighting through to
relieve us.They had acommander namedMarty Higgins,andwehad
the high privilege of meeting him last May at the WW II Memorial
Dedication inWashington.The 100th Battalionwas composed ofsec‑
ond generation Japanese-Americans. They had been taken o u t ofi n ‑
t e rmen t camps in Arkansas and trained, and they turned o u t to be the
“greatest soldiers the world has ever known.”

I shall never forget this. I was in position at my gun when they
fought through and secured usafter six days. They were such good
soldiers they could be ten feet from you before you could see them. I
remember a statement that was made by theJapanese that came up to
my station. He said, “Do you havea cigarette?” They haddeveloped a
slogan, “Go for broke.” That iswhen I knew they were there. Wehad
heard they were coming through. But the sad part about that, they lost
800 men savingour 200 men. I was fortunate enough tobeone of the
200 or so they saved. As we were going o u t , Japanese-American sol‑
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diers were loading their dead asif they were logs. Wewere fortunate
that our battalion didn’t lose many men. This was because the Ger‑
mans didn't fire on usvery much, but they were sneaky. They would
t ry to crawl up butwemanaged to kill some of themwhen theywould
get close to us.We were on top ofthe knoll sowewere in a pretty good
position.They didn’t bring in planes to attack us.

After the “lost battalion” was rescued,wegot t w o or three days off.
Wew e n t a few miles back and they fed us. I got abath but I didn't
shave, it was t o o cold, it was the dead ofwinter. After the break, I was
assigned to go back and hit it again.

I waswoundedonNovember 28, 1944.I don’t rememberhowlongit
was after I wen t back. Early one night we found a farmhouse that the
family had vacated. They had taken their animals with them. On the
lower side ofthe house the Germans had put barbedwire entanglements
on aslope to keep glider pilots away. The barn was on one side of the
house and the family had lived on the other. The hay was stored in the
attic.The manure pitswere just behind the house.The manure was used
to fertilize the fields.Wewere beddingdown in that houseone night.The
nex t morningthe Germans shot into that houseand set the hay onfire. I
ran o u t andwent just assquare into that manure pit asanyonecouldgo. I
lostmygun, but Imanaged toget o u t soI started running.Thesnow and
icewere about afoot deep.TheGermanswere shootingatme. Imanaged
to leap one or t w o of those entanglements. On the third one my feet
slipped and I we n t down. I didn’t try to get up because the bullets were
hittingaroundmeandI rolledtowardaclearingon the lowerside. I got to
about 15feet fromsafety and I felt somethingshatter.They hadhitmein
the right arm and the left leg. I kept right onrolling, but the left legwas
just going the way it wanted to go. I rolled offanembankment of about
15feet. I was there untilaLieutenantYancey came up. I never shall forget
him, I had seen him play football at Mississippi State. Yancey came up
throughadraw andhefoundme.Hecoveredmewith his fieldjacket and
hesaid hewould leavearedmarker for me. I was pickedup 48hourslater.
Therewere t w o things that saved my life.The Lordwas one of them and
cold,coldweatherwas another. I was bleedingandevidently it just stopped,
it was socold it just quit bleeding.A jeep came down that had litters on
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it and they found me. I wasn't conscious all that time. The guys in the
house w e n t in another direction and they got away.

Twas taken t o a fieldhospitalwhich was sofull they had to put me
in ahall. I lay in the hall seven days. They put mein wire splints that
telescoped.The ones I had m u s t have beenmade for aman 12feet tall.
They stretched me like you wouldn't believe.The doctors would take
you asthey could get to you because there were many other soldiers in
there, too . They gave mesome pain medication while I was waiting.

The bullet that w e n t through my right a rm broke it. I had com ‑
pound fractures in the lower part of my left leg, and all the bones in
that part of my leg were exposed. I was hit by bullets, n o t shrapnel.
The bullet did n o t goall the way through myarm. It m u s t have been
pretty well spent because they were able to dig it o u t . I didn’t knowmy
a r m was broken until they took meto the operating room.My legwas
hurtingsobad I guess I just didn’t know about myarm. The bullet in
my leg passed all the way through.

I took eight shots of penicillin aday for thirty days. When they
needed to treat my wound, they took me to the slab room.They took
gauze and poured alcohol on it and we n t in there and just did what
they had todo.They didn’t deaden anything, you just held on. After a
total of t w o months in the field hospital they shipped meback to the
coast of France.They came in one night and said, “We are taking you
to surgery in the morningat fiveo'clock.Wehave lookedat the x-rays
and there is no way to save your leg,soweare going to take it off below
the knee.” I said, “Will I get to gohome?” Hesaid, “Youwill.” I woke
up at 11 o'clock the nex t morning and those “old rusty toes” were
staringmein my face. | remember the doctor's name,CaptainCrouch,
from St. Louis. He said, “Wedecided to take achance on your leg.We
put twelve screws in, but youwill alwayswalk with abad limpand you
wont beable to lift anything.” But healso said, “The only positive
thing is that you won't have to stand it up in a corner by the bed.”

I was shipped back on the Ernest Hines HospitalShip toCharles‑
t o n , SC. Wesat o u t in the bay for aweek. They were waiting on the
ambulances to transport us. They took me to LawsonGeneral in At‑
lanta.There I had multiple additional surgeries onmy leg.
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I was a corporal when I got o u t . I was awarded a Purple Heart,
four or five combat ribbons, and the army riflemanbadge. I'mproud
of all of them, particularly myPurpleHeart.

I didn’t makeacareer of the militarybut I could have handled it. I
feel sostrongly about my country that I could have. I was mentally
okay after I was discharged from the service.WhenI got back home,
everyone was extremely nice to me. I was the first boy to come back
wounded, and they all spoiled me. My wife says that iswhat iswrong
with menow.

Lwen t back to the University of Alabama on crutches and finished
there. I married Joy Page 56 years ago. We have one daughter. After I
finished at the University my daddy and I went into business together,
and that was oneof the greatest privilegesof my life.He taught meto love
people. I. E.Airheart isanagricultural business, andI still operate it.

The 36th Divisionwas agreat division and I was privileged to bea
part ofi t .They have all the reunions in Texas, soI haven't been able to
attend.

The 442ndJapanese-AmericanRegimentthat rescuedmehasawarded
mea lifetimemembership.Foranybodywho hassavedyour life,that gives
you awarm feeling in your heart. I wen t toWashington lastMay for the
openingof theWW II Memorial.The 442nd Regiment invited usupas
their guests.Wewere invited to everything they were involved in.Oneof
thehighlightsofmy lifewas shakinghandswith threeCongressionalMedal
of Honorwinners and they were allJapanese-American. Someonemailed
meapicture that was on the front page of the HonoluluTimes. The
pictureshowed meshaking hands with one of the Medalof Honorwin‑
ners. You have no idea of the special feeling that you get when you meet
the peoplewho saved your life.

Lamproud of mymilitary service and the privilege of fighting for
my country. I live those days every day of my life. I was never bitter, it
just made memore proud to beanAmerican.

The TexasMilitary ForcesMuseum hasawebsite devotedtothe36th
Division in WorldWar Two, includinginformation onthe “Lost Battal‑

UCNAITTCart 1ldv

ion,”and thefollowingmaterial (suppliedbyMr. Airheart) comesfrom
that source. The winterduringwhich the Vosges campaign wasfought was
severe, and there was nothing ahead but another mined and defended
mountain. There was nothingacross the next barrier butanother barrier,
withnothingseeminglyaheadbutmudanddeepminefields.Norestcame.
Savage battlefollowedsavage battle, but the menfought on, strugglingas
muchforpersonalsurvivalasfightingan impersonalwar.

Everyyardof the Vosges-notmerely the roads, no tjust thetowns-hadto
be wrenchedfrom the enemy, andhe possessedevery advantage andhad
been ordered to holdaslongashecould. Every rifleman and machine
gunner was dug in. The Germans’foxholes were deep andwell camou‑
flaged. The bloody businessof beatingagainst thestrongholdandtaking it
byfrontal assault was abandoned and was replaced bypatrol warfare.
There werepitchedbattles lastingfor hours when thepatrols met.

Finally, the 141stInfantryRegimentandthe442ndJapanese- Ameri‑
can RegimentalCombat Team, which was attachedto the36th, advanced
wearily into thestillhighermountains. Then the 141st InfantryRegiment
sent its First Battalion (which included Gene Airheart)forward to take

the high ridge, and they
got cutoffbythe Germans.
On top of a thickly
woodedhill, this battalion
of275soldiers was spread
ou t in anarea of300x350
yards, digging their fox‑
holesdeep, usingknives to
whittle down trees to use
for a cover, folding blan‑
kets around the trees so
they wouldn't make so
much noise when they
came down. They were
quiet because they knew
they were a lostbattalion,
andtheydidn o t wan t the
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700 Germanssurroundingthem to know it. They were cut offwithonly so
muchammunition andnowater, nofood, nonothing.

Quickly, they spreadout in acomplete circular defensesothere would
benosurpriseattack. Eachsoldier emptiedhispacksothe battalioncould
pooleverything. But these things didn't lastlong. Very soon, the water situ‑
ation becamecritical, moresothan thefoodshortage. Finally, theyfounda
mudpuddle which was dirty andstagnant.

They starvedforfive days. Some of the men grubbedfor mushrooms
but hadvery little luck. There was absolutely nofoodat all. The shelling
got heavier, andon the thirdday they buriedthree more dead. Still, mo‑
rale was high.

They were able to keep in contact with headquarters by radio and
receivedthe message: “Holdon‐heavyforce comingto relieveyou.” The
100th and 3rd Battalions of the 442nd Regimental Combat Teams
along with the 2ndBattalion of the 141st were sent, but thefirst a t ‑
tempted breakthrough was thrown back. Thefirsteffort to dropfood‑
loadedshells, medicalsupplies, rations andbatteries missed the target,
but on the afternoon of thefifthday they began hitting in theproper
place.

Finally, on the afternoon of the sixth day, after intensefiring, the
Japanese-American unit broke through, thus ending the saga of the
“Lost Battalion.”
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